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Thirty-Third Year 


THE 


HEN Charles J. Roundsegg; of 
\ the firm of Charles Roundsegg 
\ & Son, stepped out of the firm’s 
office shortly before nine o’clock 
one Friday morning in May, 189—, and 
wended “his way down the High street of 
Silcaster, he was feeling just about as un- 
happy as @ young man in good health, 
with a clear conscience and by no means 
inipecunious—in the sense in which impe- 
cuniosity is generally understood—could 
possibly do. There are, however, as we all 
know, degrees of impecuniosity, and 
Charles J., though his firm could pay its 
wy, and he himself had no personal debts, 
stood in urgent need of £2,000. The mill 
was a small one; but by dint of consistent 
good milling the Roundseggs had secured 
the pick of the trade in their own particu- 
lar district. If they were to keep this and 
hold their own against the big Liverpool 
mills, whose travellers were here and there 
and every where, a new plant of the most up- 
to-date character was absolutely necessary, 
and to do the thing thoroughly £2,000 
would be required. Where to get this was 
the trouble for, since the last ‘‘reconstruc- 
tion’”—twelve years previously—the old 
man had lost much of his money through 
a bank failure, and the whole of the firm’s 
present capital was wanted for ordinary 
business purposes. 

Had C. J. possessed a free hand, the dif- 
ficulty would have been speedily solved by 
a mortgage on the mill, or by a ‘‘working 
arrangement” with a firm of millfurnish- 
ers. But Charles Sr. would not hear of 
either, and it was after a third fruitless 
attempt at persuasion that his son left the 
office that morning. 

He sauntered along aimlessly till he 
heard his name called from across the 
street and, looking round, saw a customer 
beckoning to him from his shop door. The 
man wanted to double an order given the 
previous day, and this and a short gossip 
put young Roundsegg in better spirits. 

‘‘By the way, Mr. Charles,’’ said the 
baker, ‘‘can you give me the correct time? 
That clock over yonder’s been stopped at 
10:30 all week; and my watch is a bad 
timekeeper.”’ 

C. J. gave him the time, and the man, 
finding it was later than he had expected, 
hurried off to attend to his ‘‘batch.’”’ C. 
J. himself turned back officeward to see if 
there were any business to take him to 
Liverpool. ‘‘Apropos of correct time,’’ he 
soliloquized, ‘‘in a story this would be 
just the time for the rich, long-lost-sight- 
of uncle or the fairy godmother to appear 
and smooth matters for us.”’ 

Then he laughed to himself, as he 
thought how very unlike a fairy godmoth- 
er was the figure which was coming post- 
haste down the street toward him. In 
truth, Mr. Joseph Hacklebone, the rich 
maltster, corn merchant and chapel deacon 
of a neighboring town—short, stout, pug- 
nosed, with prominent eyes which rolled 
about restlessly as he walked—presented 
about as unfairylike an appearance as 
could well be conceived. He hurried along 
with such an air of excitement that the 
few people about in the High street all 
turned to watch his progress. 

As he reached young Roundsegg, he 
made as if to stop, but, hearing the whis- 
tle of an approaching train, muttered 
something which C. J. could not catch, 
and set off to run as fast as his short legs 
would carry him. 

Little did the young miller imagine, as 
he stood to watch the train come in and 
re-start, how nearly his own fortunes were 
Involved in the question of Deacon Hac- 
klebone’s catching or missing it. 


FOUNDED ON FACT ) 





Having satisfied himself that the dea- 
con’s exertions had not been labor in vain, 
he turned and resumed his way back to 
the office. 

**See Hacklebone?’’ asked the old man, 
looking. up as he entered. 

‘‘Just to nodto. What’s he doing here 


at this time of day? 
he was rusticating somewhere for his 
health.’’ 

‘*He didn’t say what had brought him 
7round; but said he had popped-in in pass- 
ing to say he owed you a debt of gratitude 
he could never repay.”’ 

‘*Owed me?’’ 


Besides, I thought” 


‘*Yes, as far as 
I could make out 
it had something 
to do with some 
pictures.”’ 

C. J. laughed. 
‘*What, those rub- 
bishy old colored 
prints that I got 
among a job lot at 
a sale and gave to 
him? Why, they 
were absolutely 
worthless. One of 
them, Iremember, 
was the lean kine 
coming up to de- 


vour the fat 
ones.,’’ 
**That’s the very 


one he mentioned. 
Said it had given 
him an_ inspira- 
tion.” 

‘*For a poem or a sermon? I don’t fancy 
those who have to listen to it will owe me 
a.debt of gratitude.’’ 

**T don’t know about that. However, as 
he was here, and I didn’t know whether 
you were going to Liverpool, I asked him 
to buy a bit of wheat for us. But I see 
he’s left the paper behind.”’ 

‘*Perhaps I’d better go then.’’ And so it 
was settled, and an hour later saw C. J. 
at the station. As the train started his 
thoughts reverted to Mr. Hacklebone and 
he wondered_what possible inspiration the 
badly-drawn and highly-colored print 
could have given rise to. 


“The people all turned to watch his progress.”’ 


HACKLEBONE BOOM 


AND HOW C. J. SECURED HIS NEW PLANT 





At that particular moment Mr. Hackle- 
bone himself was about to leave the office 
of oneof the biggest Liverpool firms, with 
two of the partners in which he had been 
closeted, and where he had given instruc- 
tions for the purchase of sundry lots of 
July wheat. 

**Of course you know who I am,”’’ he 
said, in a pompous tone, turning with a 
bland smile to the elder of the two, ‘‘but 
you’ll take care my name does not trans- 
pire in the office. If you’d like a margin—”’ 

‘Not the slightest necessity in your 
case,’’ said the man addressed. ‘‘We’ll let 
you know soon enough if there’s a ‘call,’ 
but we’ll hope there won’t be.”’ 

‘“‘That’s all right, and you’ll keep my 
identity secret. Manifestly it would never 
do to have it known who your principal 
is. I’d better not be seen on the market. 
If you want me I shall be in the smoke- 
room of the café at the top of the street.’’ 

As the door closed behind the deacon, 
the younger partner threw himself back 
in his chair laughing. 

‘‘What insufferable conceit,’’ he ex- 
claimed. ‘‘Oh! no, it would never do 
for it to be known that the great Joseph 
Hacklebone was buying! Why, the market 
would go simply wild before he could get 
his wheat! It’s the best joke I’ve heard 
for along time. All the same, the quantity 
’s pretty big for a man like that. I wonder 
what he thinks is going to happen?”’ 


* * a” * 
When, an hour and a half later, C. J. en- 


tered the Liverpool Corn Exchange, he 
found things ‘‘humming.’’ It seemed that 











wheat futures had been dull at 
the ‘‘call,’? with sellers rather 
than buyers at the previous aft- 
ernoon’s quotations. But short- 
ly afterward one after another of 
the big brokerage firms had be- 
gun to buy; and it had soon be- 
come clear that they were acting 
on some special information and 
meant to have wheat at ‘some 
price. By the time a penny ad- 
vance had been paid, the bears 
had become nervous and had 
rushed in to cover, with the re- 
sult that by noon another two- 
pence had been gained. 

As to what the information 
really was there were all kinds of 
conflicting rumors, the buyers 
themselves keeping religiously 
their own counsel; so that out- 
siders could only form surmises as to the 
cause of the ‘‘boom.’’ There was no sign 
of Mr. Hacklebone, and C. J. could not 
hear of his having been on the market. 
But at several stands young Roundsegg 
learned that the deacon had been at the 
respective offices earlier and had bought 
something or other for the Silcaster mill. 

This was rather‘vague; and, as the sales- 
men were too busy to tax their memories 
for particulars, C. J. decided on buying a 
bit himself. Hedid this with the more 
confidence inasmuch as ‘‘spot’’ wheat had 
not yet appreciably followed ‘‘futures,”’ 
though it was plain it must dosoif the 
rise in the latter continued. 

He had just completed his purchases, 
and was meditating a further search for 
Mr. Hacklebone, when he was accosted by 
a slight, particularly well-dressed young 
man, whose airy manner always re- 
minded him of ‘‘the sprightly young Bar- 
nacle’’ of Dickens’ ‘‘Little Dorrit,’”’? and 
whom he knew as alter ego to an elderly 
broker who—having made a competency 
—left matters now almost entirely to his 
youthful but very ‘‘wide awake’’ assist- 
ant. 

‘*Hello, Roundsegg,’’ he said. ‘‘I want 
a word with you,’”’ and, linking his arm 
into that of the young miller, he led him 
off to his own stand. 

**It’s about those three lots Hacklebone 
bought for you,’”’ he continued. ‘‘If you 
care to sell, I can get you 31d clear.”’ 

‘*What are they?’ asked C. J. 

‘July red. I thought you knew.”’ 

‘*But what sized lots?’’? asked Round- 
segg. 

The other regarded him with a smile of 
amusement. ‘‘My dear sir,’’ he said, ‘‘in 
the vernacular of ‘futures’ a ‘lot’ is exact- 
ly 5,000 centals.’’ 

For a few moments the young miller, 
whose largest single purchase seldom ex- 
ceeded 1,000 centals, was too staggered to 
reply. ‘‘Perhaps,’’ he said at last, ‘‘I’d 
better see Hacklebone first. What do you 
think, yourself?’’ 

‘*About selling? Well, 3!<d is a tidy prof- 
it; but of course sixpence would be tidier, 
and what justifies a 3!¢d rise, should jus- 
tify more. What beats me is, how a man 
like Hacklebone managed to get hold of 
the information in time to buy before the 
rise fairly started?’’ . 

‘‘And what is the information?’’ asked 
CO: dé: , 





“He stood watching the moving train.” 


The young ‘‘Barnacle’’ shook his head 
with the air of one possessed of a state se- 
cret he was not at liberty to reveal. 
‘*That,’’ he replied, ‘‘is, as Kipling would 
say, ‘another story.’ But see me later, and 
if you decide to sell I’ll do my best for 
you.’’ And with that understanding they 
parted. 

Had the two but known it, much more 
experienced heads than theirs were puz- 
zling over the same questions. In the office 
where Deacon Hacklebone had excited so 
much amusement, all the partners were 
in earnest confabulation. 

‘‘Hang it all!’’ said the one who had 
been so tickled by the deacon’s conceit, 
‘Show is it that everyone seems to have got 
wind of the thing except ourselves? Here’s 
London and Paris beginning to follow 
suit, and yet our London people know as 
little as ourselves. And the best—or rath- 
er worst—of it is,’’ he added, bitterly, 
‘*that everybody takes it for granted we 
do know, and we can’t give ourselves 
away by owning we don’t. We can only 
look wise and talk about ‘a combination 
of influences,’ as if we could say a lot 
more if we chose. Look there,’’—pointing 
to a pile of telegrams—‘‘those are from 
people who want to know what it’s all 
about, and those’’—pointing to a larger 
pile—‘‘are buying orders from people who 
apparently do know. It’s simply disgust- 
ing.’’ 

Meanwhile C. J., seeing nothing of Mr. 
Hacklebone, and not knowing what he 
might have bought, had begun a round of 
inquiries at all the likely offices, a tedious 
process which took him till after two 
o’clock. 

The result was startling. The deacon 
had ignored ‘‘spot’’ wheat, but had bought 
for the Roundsegg firm no less than 21 lots 
of July red, the profit on most of which 
now represented something like five pence 
per cental. 

‘C. J. felt like one in a dream. It was 
his first experience in ‘‘futures’’ and he 
was entirely at a loss how to act in the ab- 
sence of Mr. Hacklebone, who, for all he 
knew, might already have sold against his 
purchases. 

Eventually he decided to consult the 
young ‘‘Barnacle.’’ That airy young gen- 
tleman had, however, gone to luncheon, 
and it occurred to Roundsegg that the in- 
terval of waiting for him might be profit- 
ably employed in copying his example. 
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Coming out ofarestaurant some twenty 
minutes later, he caught a glimpse of Mr. 
Hacklebone being whirled rapidly past in 
a hansom, in the direction of the Central 
Station. To make the Jehu hear in a busy 
thoroughfare like Lord Street was clearly 
impossible, so C. J., knowing he should 
be in plenty of time, set out to follow on 
foot. When he reached the station the 
train was already at the platform, but 
there was no sign of Mr. Hacklebone, so 
young Roundsegg, after a scrutiny of the 
cars—in the course of which he noticed a 
compartment marked ‘‘engaged’’—pro- 
ceeded to ‘‘draw’’ the waiting rooms and 
buffet, but without success. It still want- 
ed a quarter of an hour to starting time; 
but, as the minutes passed, it became in- 
creasingly evident to C. J. that, even if 
Mr. Hacklebone turned up, there would be 
no chance of any satisfactory talk with 
him. 

At last, just as he had given up all hope 
of the deacon’s appearance, he descried 
that gentleman emerging from thestation 
master’s office escorted by the station 
master himself and followed by two quiet- 
ly dressed men of somew hat muscular ap- 
pearance. C. J. rushed quickly after 
them, but was stopped at the barrier by a 
request for his ticket. He hurriedly ex- 
plained that he was not going by the train 
but wished to speak—and must speak—to 
the gentleman with the station master. 

**You can’t do that sir,’’ said the man; 
*‘don’t you see how it is with the poor fel- 
low?’’ And, even as he spoke, Mr. Hackle- 
bone and the two strangers were bundled 
into the reserved compartment and the 
starting signal given. 

C. J.’s own brain was ina whirl, as he 
stood watching the moving train and 
waiting for the station master’s return. 

**Yes, quite mad,’’ said that official in 
reply to his questions. ‘‘Escaped from an 
asylum. Fancies he’s a millionaire and 
has bought up the whole world’s crops 
against a seven years’ famine. Looks sane 
enough, too, and had just ordered a special 
when the keepers spotted him.”’’ 

The young ‘‘Barnacle’’ was in ‘‘the 
room’’ when C. J. returned to Brunswick 
street, but was sent for and came immedi- 
ately. Roundsegg showed him the list of 
contracts, and asked his advice as to the 
best mode of selling. As the other looked 
at them his face showed—probably for the 
first time in his business life—something 
like consternation. 

‘*He bought all these for you?’’ he ex- 
claimed. ‘‘Then, by Jove !———’’ 

He stopped abruptly, and then ex- 
plained quickly what he considered the 
best course to pursue, which was to let 
him (the young B) deal with the whole 
‘bag of tricks,’’ notifying the various 
firms that he was empowered to do so. 

**You see,’’ he said, ‘‘the market’s very 
sensitive, and if seven or eight firms 
who’ve been on the buying tack were to 
show signs of unloading, buyers would be 
shy. Everybody’s waiting for America. 
If it comes ‘sloppy,’ you’ll have to be con- 
tent with what profit you can get. Write 
your notes and I’ll take them ’round and 
meet you at the Fenwich street entrance 
at four o’clock.”’ 

The few minutes spent by Roundsegg 
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waiting at the rendezvous seemed hours, 

‘‘The first American’s not very bright,” 
reported the young salesman when he at 
last appeared. ‘‘Only a half and three. 
quarters up. But keep your heart up, the 
second may be better. Meantime there's 
no business. I'll smuggle you into the 
room presently.’’ 

When he did so, the second report was 
just being posted, and the roar of ‘‘]’]] 
buy July,’’ from many throats showed 
that both New York and Chicago had fzir- 
ly ‘‘caught on.’”’ 

‘‘Here’s our man,” exclaimed the young 
Barnacle, as a lithe, active-looking man 
came hurrying in, and joined the already- 
formed ring, proclaiming that he was oven 
for ‘‘just one July.” 

C. J. iooked at his friend inquirin,ly 
but the other smiled. ‘‘It’s his way,” he 
said. ‘‘You may bet he’s got some big 
covering orders.”’ ° 

He tapped the new comer on the shsal- 
der, took him aside for a moment an/ ye- 
turned to young Roundsegg laughing. 

‘‘He takes the lot,’’ he said, ‘‘and to I 
wanted to sell for another party. Ve. ily 
you come out on top, my friend. Al}.sut 
sixpence profit all ’round, I reckon. > ow 
you can get off home. I’ll see everything 
put through all right.’’ 

By the time business opened the next 
morning, everybody knew that the 
‘*boom’’ which had sent wild the mar:ts 
of Europe and America had been the work 
of a single man and that man an escaped 
lunatic. Mr. Hacklebone’s delusion ys 
that he was a re-incarnation of the pat?i- 
arch Joseph, in the person of a noted 
American millionaire. But the facts of 
his mental ailment and of his being con- 
fined in an asylum had been kept so quiet 
that, when he appeared in Liverpool—trav- 
elling from Silcaster to throw pursuers 
off the scent—those in the trade merely 
thought he had returned from a holiday. 

With the cunning often possessed by the 
insane, he had split huge buying orders 
his purchases on the Roundsegg’s account 
were the merest fraction of the whole- 
among ten or twelve firms, binding them 
over to secrecy as to the name of their 
principal. Thus each had been in ignor 
ance as to the others’ source of inspiration. 
Buying orders from those who wanted to 
be ‘‘in the swim,’ together with covering 
by nervous ‘‘bears,’’ had done the rest. 

Singularly enough—whether the case by 
which the ‘‘boom’’ had been created had 
convinced the trade that prices had been 
too low, or from some other cause—the 
market, after a quick, panicky drop, be- 
gan to firm up again, and, in a week’s 
time, quotations were actually above the 
point at which young Roundsegg had sold. 
But C. J. was well satisfied; he had netted 
more than the £2,000 he needed, and the 
hour’s deathly anxiety between witnessing 
the departure of Mr. Hacklebone and dis- 
posing of his wheat had been an experi- 
ence he had no wish to repeat. 

But Mr. Hacklebone had proved to be 
the ‘‘fairy godmother’ after all. 


CHINA AS A FLOUR MARKET 
The Views of an Austrian Official 


The following report on the importance 
of South China as a flour market has been 
recently published by the Austro-Hunga- 
rian foreign office. It had been furnished 
by Nicholas Post, Austro-Hungarian vice- 
consul at Hongkong: As up to now 
Hongkong has remained without a mill- 
ing industry, its imports of wheat only 
come in the finished form of flour. The 
supply of this article is monopolized by 
the United States of America. 

Just as North China has become the 
chief market for American textile goods, 
so South China, including Hongkong, 's 
becoming a great market for American 
flour. The immense growth in the con- 
sumption of American flour here is attrib- 
utable to the fact that the warm climate 
of South China is unfavorable to the pro- 
duction of wheat, in consequence of which 
the natives were driven to use the poor 
flour made in North China for the many 
kinds of cakes and scones in which Chi- 
nese cooking so abounds. But as soon ye 
they got to know the better quality © 
American flour they naturally took to us- 
ing it, and this came. about all the quick- 
er owing to the millers of this flour, who 
with true American enterprise, made its 
purchase as easy as possible. ' 

Hongkong at the present time is 0 
more moment to the American flour 6x: 
port trade than England and Germany, 
(Continued on page 784.) 
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AT this happy season, on the recurrence 
of the best, the most beautiful and the 
kindliest holiday of the whole calendar, 
the Northwestern Miller extends greetings 
to its readers at home and abroad and sin- 
cerely wishes each and all of them a very 
happy Christmas. The world grows older 
and better with each recurring year. 
There is every reason for looking forward 
to the future in hope and confidence and 
ample warrant for being happy in the 
present. Fully appreciating its own mani- 
fold blessings, the Northwestern Miller 
desires that all those whom it reaches 
should feel as glad as it does to be in this 
good old world at this particularly good 
time in its history. Christmas comes again 
with its old but ever welcome message 
of peace on earth, good will to man. 
Gaudeamus igitur! 





° THERE‘are-far*tooy;many_oldthens in the 


American consular service. A consul’s 
first work should not be to establish a 
visiting and tea-drinking list for his wife 
so much as to ascertain what goods are 
imported into the country that could be 
sold from America. Next, he should learn 
the import duty on such goods. Then he 
should find out the prices paid for them by 
local importers and the terms of sale. 
Finally he should investigate the rates of 
freight to his station and the means of 
transportation. 


WITH these facts accurately ascertained, 
he should be able to give a consular re- 
port of a specific nature. He should study 
trade conditions, read trade journals, cul- 
tivate importers, not exporters, and, final- 
ly, the government should permit him to 
correspond directly with American manu- 
facturers desirous of extending their 
trade; to give them exact and reliable in- 
formation; to keep them posted, send them 
samples, quote them prices and give con- 
fidential financial reports on buyers. For 
such services the consul should be per- 
mitted to draw fees from the American 
exporter and not from the foreign seller. 


Suc a system would give the consul far 
greater income and would enable the gov- 
ernment to employ more capable men. It 
would give an impetus to American com- 
merce and bring to the support of the 
government thousands of manufacturers 
who instead of regarding the service asa 
joke, would take it seriously, use it intel- 
ligently and co-operate to extend and im- 
prove it. It would save them the immense 
amounts they now pay for special foreign 
representatives and they would gladly 
turn over a large portion of this saving 
to the consuls in fees for the real and di- 
rect service they rendered. 


TuE dim, uncertain, idea underlying the 


present consular system is to assist Amer- - 


ican trade, but when it was established 
the export business was in its infancy. 
The service has been continued on its 
original lines, while the American export 
trade has immensely expanded. It has 
outgrown the consular service which at 
present resembles a pair of boy’s trousers 
on the legs of a full grown man. 
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THERE is no doubt that American man- 
ufacturers can compete successfully in 
any market from which they are not de- 
barred by prohibitive tariffs. Consuls 
could be of the greatest assistance to them 
if they were the right sort of men, with 
well develaped commercial instincts and 
some practical knowledge of business. A 
man’s heart is naturally with the source 
of his income. If he draws fees chiefly 
from those who sell rather than those who 
buy, he naturally feels more interested in 
that side of the trade. 


. Tue United States government can not 
afford to pay consular salaries large 
enough to secure the services of first class 
men. It can doubtless do better in this 
direction than it,is now doing; for, with 
few exceptions, the salaries paid are beg- 
garly. If the basis of fees to supplement 
salaries could be changed so that consuls 
derived an income in proportion to the 
value of imports from the United States, 
it would give them an incentive to develop 
American rather than foreign business. 


SoME years ago a traveller from the 
United States had occasion to consult the 
consul in a foreign city. An alleged 
American consul was stationed there but, 
upon inquiry, it was learned that he was 
really a non-resident; that he was not an 
American and that his business was bank- 
ing and his headquarters in a neighboring 
country, the duties of consul being looked 
after by a clerk who was entirely ignor- 
ant of American customs. Under these 
conditions, the American consulate was a 
mere farce. The stranger was obliged to 
apply to the British consul, a capable and 
courteous gentleman who was quite ready 
and willing to furnish the desired infor- 
mation. 


ABouT fifty per cent of the American 
vice-consuls and consular agens are for- 
eigners. Frequently they engage in dis- 
reputable scrambles tor petty fees. A 
number of the consuls and consuls-general 
hold office as a reward for political services, 
have no comprehension of American com- 
merce and have been appointed through 
the influence of senators who consider a 
consular appointment as a proper and 
legitimate method of paying their political 
debts and increasing their home prestige. 


ONE day the writer happened to be in 
the White House awaiting an audience 
with the President. He was preceded in 
line by a young man who was introduced 
as an applicant for a position in the con- 
sular service. He was an alert, intelli- 
gent, handsome young fellow, a typical 
representative of the youthful American, 
who, having completed his education, is 
ready to engage in business. His recom- 
mendations were good. Any business 
house would have been glad to have given 
such a man a chance to prove his worth in 
its service, for energy and capacity were 
marked characteristics of his countenance. 


THE government of the United States, 
however, had no room for such as he. The 
President spoke to him frankly and in a 
tone loud enough to be heard throughout 
the room. He told him plainly that he 
would not give him the appointment he 
sought. Not only because it had already 
been promised to some one else, but be- 
cause young men of his character were 
needed at home. He said they could do 
better in business; that an appointment 
abroad opened no avenue of achievement 
worthy of their talents and he would not 
willingly send them abroad to fill places 
of this sort; to become mere office holders. 
He urged the applicant to go into some 
business undertaking in his own city. 

THE young man listened to the Presi- 
dent’s advice and departed crestfallen and 
disappointed. Knowing the urgent need 
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abroad for just this class of Americans; 
realizing how much they could do, if 
properly encouraged, to develop the na- 
tion’s commerce, the writer mentally de- 
plored the President’s position and could 
not help regretting that this young fellow, 
apparently so admirably equipped to serve 
his country, was not given the post. It 
probably went to some ancient political 
has-been with weak lungs who held it as 
long as his patron senator remained in 


G 


power, giving up his time to flabby tea- 
drinking in the afternoons and futile so- 
cial functions in the evening; powerless 
to comprehend or assist in the great and 
earnest work of commercial expansion; 
a work needing young men of vigor and 
intelligence. 


It is reported that President Roosevelt 
is now determined to reform the consular 
service; remove the nonentities and the in- 
capables and put in office just such young 
men as the one referred to. Probably the 
senators will oppose him, but, so far as the 
American exporters are concerned, they 
will heartily welcome any change that 
will give them representatives abroad who 
are energetic, intelligent and ambitious. 
No system will be a success, however, 
which does not contemplate remuneration 
based, not on shipments to America but 
rather exports from America; not on the 
amount of duty paid on goods entering 
the United States, but rather on the value 
of exports from this country. 

* 
* * 


AMERICAN and Canadian millers would 
do well to ascertain where they stand in 
regard to the foreign registration of their 
brands. It isa matter worthy the atten- 
tion of any miller who has established a 
particular brand and built up a reputation 
for it. It may not be generally known, 
but it is a fact, nevertheless, that in many 
foreign countries, registration is granted 
to the first applicant. This is done on the 
natural assumption that he is the rightful 
owner of the brand. The right to contest 
such registration is limited in time toa 
few months, thereafter the real owner has 
no recourse. If no registration has al- 
ready been made, any importer can secure 
it and any well known brand is thus at 
the mercy of the unscrupulous. 


OF COURSE no reputable importer would 
secure registry fora brand not his own 
property, but, unfortunately, there are 
some who acquire such rights by simply 
taking them without the formality of 
asking the proprietor’s permission. Un- 
less the act is contested promptly, the real 
owner loses his right to the brand in the 
country where it has been registered. The 
ease with which registry can be obtained 
by others than the actual owner of a 
brand has led to some very serious com- 
plications in the past and there will be 
more of such trouble in the future unless 
millers are more careful in ascertaining 
and protecting their rights. 


THERE are millers whose valuable 
brands have, quite unknown to them, 
been registered in Britain, Holland or 
other countries by importers who have 
sold their flour and, in the event of a 
change in the agency, these millers have 
discovered to their surprise that, under 
the law, they could not control their own 
property. One case of this kind recently 
came to the knowledge of the Northwest- 
ern Miller. A Glasgow firm composed of 
two partners represented a large Ameri- 
can mill possessing a brand very well 
known and well regarded in the trade. 
This firm had the brand _ registered in its 
own name. One of the partners died and 
the business was discontinued. Later, 
the mill attempted to register its brand 
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but found that it was too late. Its claim. 
had been ‘‘jumped’’ long before by its 
former agents. The surviving partner 
was willing to assign the firm’s interest in 
the brand but the authorities refused to 
accept this as a sufficient evidence of the 
transfer of rights on the part of the firm 
and insisted that it must see the original 
co-partnership agreement. The surviving 
partner refused to allow this to pass out 
of his own hands and the mill has made 
little progress in recovering its rights to 
a brand in advertising and establishing 
which it has spent thousands of dollars. 


WITHIN a week, the Eagle Roller Mill 
Co. of New Ulm, Minnesota, consulted 
the Northwestern Miller as to the best 
method whereby it could recover its rights 
to its brand ‘‘Gold Coin,’’ which had been 
registered in Holland without its knowl- 
edge or consent by one Friede Knurr, a 
flour importer who once had the agency 
for it, and who, as the mill discovered, had 
the brand registered in his own name. 
The Eagle Roller Mill Co., has also been 
informed by British importers that many 
thousands of barrels of ‘‘Gold Coin’’ flour 
have been bought by them from other 
American mills. When genuine ‘Gold 
Coin’’ could not be secured at a satisfac- 
tory price from the actual owners of the 
brand, substitutes were readily obtainable 
from other and less high priced sources. 


Wirt ‘‘Gold Coin” advertised and known 
to the extent it is, it would certainly seem 
that both the importer who purchased the 
imitation and the miller who made and 
furnished it were guilty of un-commer- 
cial conduct and, therefore,. culpable. 
These cases—and there are many others 
which could be cited—certainly show the 
necessity for millers guarding their rights 
abroad more closely than they have been 
accustomed to do. The owners of valuable 
brands which stand for quality and mean 

’ something to buyers should lose no time 
in ascertaining whether the foreign rights 
to the brand are owned by them or some 
one else. They should use every possible 
means to safeguard their property. 

* 
x * 


Mr. GOETZMANN, secretary of the Mill- 
ers’ National Federation, has written to 
the Western Rate Classification Commit- 
tee a protest against the proposed change 
in the classification on flour packages. 
This is printed elsewhere in this number. 
It is a very moderate, temperate and lucid 
setting forth of the excellent reasons why 
the proposed changes should not be made 
and it is to be hoped that the railway peo- 
ple will give heed to it. In view of the 
wide spread public criticism of railway 
management and the existence of.a polit- 
ical movement which has for its ultimate 
object the placing of the railways under 
government control, it seems strange that 
railway officials themselves should delib- 
erately suggest changes which are certain 
to aggravate and annoy the shipper and 
give color to the oft repeated statement 
that railways are arbitrary in their meth- 
ods and actually desire to impose hard- 
ships upon those who are compelled to use 
them. 


To say the least, the time is not oppor- 
tune for putting in effect these changes in 
the classification on flour packages and if 
they are insisted upon the effect will be to 
add many friends to the list of those who 
are in favor of drastic railway legislation. 
Should the proposed regulations be en- 
forced, they can only serve to exasperate 
the shipper needlessly and encourage a 
spirit of hostility which at this time, at 
least, might as well be avoided. The 
amount of revenue which will be secured 
by the proposed change is so trifling as to 
be unworthy of consideration, while the 
inconvenience and loss placed upon the 
millers will be sufficient to rouse them to 
anger. 


Ir Is proposed to eliminate paper sacks. 
This is a wholly senseless discrimination 
against a serviceable package and a very 
ill-advised attempt to force the use of 
something more expensive. Railway man- 
agers should know, if they already do not, 
that wood as a package for flour is becom- 
ing too costly for common use. The paper 
bag, if properly made, is a most satisfac- 
tory package in every way. Claims for 
damage for flour shipped in it are certain- 
ly no greater than claims on other pack- 
ages. The railways have a prejudice 
against paper for the reason that when a 
bag is broken by the carelessness of the 
handler, it can not be sewn up as in the 
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case of a cotton bag. ‘This fact prevents 
the happy-go-lucky method of scooping 
up dirty flour which has been spilled, fill- 
ing the bag with trash and, after sewing 
up the rent, sending the bag on its way 
to the unfortunate buyer who has pur- 
chased flour and receives rubbish which 
has resulted from the railway’s negligence. 
The paper bag itself is sufficiently strong 
but the cotton one can be more easily 
patched up, therefore the railways propose 
to eliminate. the former in,order to more 
readily cover up their own mistakes. 


THE second change proposed is to refuse 
to accept sacks at their actual weight but 
instead to give each size an estimated or 
arbitrary weight fixed by the railways 
themselves. This -attempt the millers 
should fight to the bitter end. They pay 
freight on the basis of weight andif a 
half-barrel sack weighs 98 pounds, rail- 
ways have no more right to charge for 100 
pounds than they would to charge for 150 
pounds. If the principle is to be conceded 
that railways have the right to give an 
arbitrary and fictitious weight to the 
packages they carry, regardless of actual 
weight, then it will be difficult to say 
just how far they can go in charging for 
fictitious tonnage which they may handle. 


THIS proposition is too unjust and un 
reasonable to. admit of any compromise. 


Altogether, the changes proposed in west- ° 


ern classification on flour packages are 
wholly out of line and both in principle 
and practice quite inadmissible, constitut- 
ing an attempt to defraud the shipper in 
weights and to unreasonably limit the 
character of the package which he can 
use. Millers will oppose this move with 
all the strength they can command and if 
the proposed changes are actually made 
the railways may expect a very strong 
fight before they succeed in enforcing 
them. : 
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Minneapolis and Northwest—Flour sales 
were much lighter last week, and business 
was of holiday character. Both Minne- 
apolis and outside mills are curtailing 
output. This has helped millfeed, and 
prices have advanced 75@90c per ton. At 
the advance, buying is light. With mild 
weather, blockades broken and good high- 
ways, wheat is moving more freely; re- 
ceipts at Minneapolis last week increased 
500,000. Mills are taking less wheat, and 
spot stuff is dull. Cars are scarce. 


Head of the Lakes—Light capacity in 
operation. Flour demand only moderate. 
No export trade, bids being too far out of 
line to permit acceptance. 


Milwaukee — Dull market, with pur- 
chases for immediate wants only. Clears 
in good demand. Shipping directions 
scarce, though mills have good orders on 
their books. Considerable difficulty ex- 
perienced in getting cars. Foreigners out 
of the market. 

Kansas and Southwest—Wheat move- 
ment improved and cash prices are a trifle 
lower on the week. Shipping directions 
for flour are more free, as buyers do not 
seem to be over-stocked, but they are or- 
dering chiefly for pressing needs. Interi- 
or mills inclined to offer concessions in 
order to dispose of their product. 


St. Louis— Little hope of business until 
after the holidays. Domestic buyers not 
taking enough flour to keep the mills 
busy. Cabled bids indicate that foreign- 
ers are desirous of taking some small lots 
at prices nearly in line with millers’ 
ideas. The Continent bought a few lots. 
Cash wheat situation strong. 

Ohio Valley and -Southeast—Wheat re- 
ceipts fairly good, but orders for flour few 
and far between. Prospects bright for 
January business, but until then, millers 
expect dull trade. 

Michigan—Mills made a steady run and 
most of them sold of their product. A 
Detroit mill sold a small lot to Glas- 
gow. but this was about all the export 

usiness put through. The east purchased 
freely for Junuary and February delivery. 
Car situation causing much difficulty in 
the movement of wheat and flour. 


Toledo — Three mills closed and two 
running part time and capacity. No life 
to flour demand. Domestic trade took 
about the output and foreigners did not 
even make inquiries. 


Buffalo — Northwestern flours boing 
vigorously pushed in this market an 
Buffalo mills inclined to meet the com- 
etition with the necessary concessions 
n price. Cars are still scarce, although 
they are moving more freely than they 


did a year ago. By the burning last week 
of the Sansom street freight house here of 
the Erie road, a et quantity of flour, 
feed and similar products was consumed. 


Eastern — Nobody desirous of taking 
flour except for immediate wants. Mar- 
— dull, without appreciable change in 
values. 


Canada—Market for flour slow and un- 
satisfactory from the millers’ standpoint. 
Wheat deliveries light and mills have had 
to refuse business in consequence, being 
doubtful about being able to fill orders 
for shipment abroad. a 
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CABLES 

vga te ag ve ies ge on tHe mar- 
ket. usiness depressed and buyers have 
the advantage. 

Liverpool—Complete stagnation the ru!- 
ing feature of this flour market. 

London—Quietness continues. American 
mills quote somewhat lower prices but 


buyers manifest little interest. Great dv- . 


lay in shipments from America. 
Amsterdam—Dullness prevails. A fe.; 
sales of Minnesota first and second paten: s 
— put through. Prices tend in buyei:’ 
‘avor. 
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The Minneapolis output last week de- 
creased 63,945 bbls. The quantity of flour 
turned out (week of Dec. 16) was 318,990 
bbls, against 264,250 in 1904, and 341,460 in 
1908. This week there will bea further 
decrease, as some of the mills will not 
grind all week. In the corresponding week 
a year ago, the output was 261,740 bbls. 

Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for patent a range of $4.25@4.50 per 
196 lbs in wood, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

The flour trade for the week with Min- 
neapolis mills, was characterized by re- 
duced sales. A good deal less than 
the output was disposed of. However, 
dull business is expected at the holidays, 
and, if anything, the demand has held up 
better than usual. The mills have a lib- 
eral number of orders on their books, but 
shipping directions are received sey 
This has brought about a situation mak- 
ing it desirable to curtail production. 

xport business, of course, is light. At 
the best, only limited sales of clear are 
being made. There is some bidding by im- 
porters, but their ideas as to values are 
usually too low to permit transactions. 

Eastern prices today (Dec. 19) asked by 
Minneapolis and outside mills for . 
in wood are: Boston rate points, $5.05@ 
5.15; New York rate points, $5@5.10: 
Philadelphia rate points, $4.95@5.05: Bal- 
timore rate points, $4.90@5; Albany rate 
points, $5@5.10; Utica, Syracuse, Hornells- 
ville and Rochester rate points, $4.95@5.05; 
Buffalo and Pittsburg rate points, $4.85@ 
4.95; Ohio, lower peninsula of Michigan 
and Indiana, $4.85@4.95; Missouri points, 
$4.35@4.45; Wisconsin, Iowa and Illinois, 
$4.55@4.65. 


Of the 22 Minneapolis mills, the follow- 
ing 18 were today (Tuesday) in operation: 
Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. . 
Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A, 
C, D, E, F and H mills. 
Phoenix Mill Co., Phoenix mill. 
Pillsbury-Washburn Flour Mills Co., Ltd., A, 
B, Anchor, Palisade and Lincoln mills. 
National Milling Co., Dakota mill. 
Washburn-Crosby Co., A. C and D mills. 
Geo. C. Christian & Co., Christian mill, 
REPORTS OF OUTSIDE MILLS 
Special reports from 46 outside mills 
(outside of Minneapolis and Duluth) 
with a total daily capacity of 35,300 bbls, 
show that in the week ended Dec. 16, they 


made 156,375 bbls of flour (representing . 


the consumption of approximately 704,000 
bus of wheat), against 133,975 in 1904. 

A majority of the outside mills had a 
very poor business last week. Business 
seemed dead, or, to quote one mill, it was 
a sy iy try ingly — exasperating- 
ly dull.’’? About all of the mills had plenty 
of flour sold to home trade, but could not 

et shipping directions fast enough. This 
nduced some of them to make effort to 
sell for export, quoting prices that they 
would have indignantly rejected a short 
time ago when busy on domestic orders. 
However, foreign business was almost 
impossible as the best bids obtainable were 
1s too low. Demand for feed was good, at 
higher prices. Excerpts from some of the 
reports received, follow: 

‘Demand for flour much lighter. Ship- 
ping directions coming in slowly, Short- 
age of cars prevented us from operating 
our full onpecty: Foreign bids entirel 
out of line on all grades. Feed prices ad- 


vancing and demand very heavy.’’ 
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‘*Business very dull. Buyers tak- no 
interest in the market at present. i: is 
impossible to sell any grade Of flour abioad 
at the present time. Good demand for all 
feeds at higher prices.’’ 

‘*Flour is dead. If some of the price 
cutters would die also, it would help some. 
Foreign bids about 1s too low. Milifeed 
is brisk; prices satisfactory. 

‘*Flour is very dull, and customers do 
not seem to even give shipping directions 
on old purchases. Nosales abroad. De- 
mand for feed is very good at improving 
prices.’’ ‘ 

‘*Flour dull. We find it very difficult to 
run three-quarter capacity. othing do- 
ing abroad. Cabled daily last week bnt 
without result. Feed demand good and 
prices high.”’ 


OUTSIDE MILLS REPORTING 
Minnesota— 


Arlington Milling Co., Arlington. 

D. M. Baldwin, Jr., Minneapolis. 

Blaisdell Milling Co., Minneapolis 

Seymour Carter, Hastings. 

C. 8. Christensen Co., Madelia. 

L. Christian & Co., Minneapolis. 

Crookston Milling Co., Red Lake Falls. 

Eagle Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 

Echo Milling Co., Echo. 

Everett, Aughenbaugh & Co., Waseca. 

Globe Milling Co., Perham. 

Goodhue Mill Co., Cannon Falls. 

Gooding-Coxe Co., Minneapolis. 

M. T. Gunderson, Kenyon. 

Hubbard Milling Co., Mankato. 

La @range Mills, Red Wing. 

Lake Crystal Milling Co., Lake Crystal. 

Lanesboro Milling Co., Lanesboro. 

Mapleton Milling Co., Mapleton. 

Marshall Milling Co., Marshall. 

Minnesota Flour Mill Co., Minneapolis. 

New Prague Flouring Mill Co., New Prague. 

Phenix Mill Co., Herman. 

New Ulm Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 

Red Lake Falls Milling Co., Red Lake Falls. 

Rush City Roller Mills, Rush City 

Sheffield-King Milling Co., Minneapolis. 

Simmons Milling Co., Red Wing. 

Sleepy Eye Milling Co., Sleepy Eye. 

8. Stewart, Morris. 

Geo. Tileston Milling Co., St. Cloud. 
North Dakota— 

Drayton Milling Co., Drayton. 

Elk Valley Mill Co., Larimore. 

W. C. Leistikow, Grafton. 

La Moure Mill Co., La Moure. 

Lidgerwood Mill Co., Lidgerwood. 

Missouri Valley Milling Co., Mandan. 

Russell-Miller Milling Co., Valley City. 

Russell-Miller Milling Co., Jamestown. 


South Dakota— 
Geo. C. Christian & Co., Redfield. 
Excelsior Mill Co., Yankton. 
W. H. Stokes Milling Co., Watertown. 
oMyatic Milling Co., Sioux Cit 
Mystic ., Sioux City. 
Plymouth Milling Co., Le Mars. 


WHEAT RECEIPTS AND SUPPLIES 


Better weather in the northwest iu the 
last week, has had a marked effect on the 
receipts of wheat at Minneapolis. A 
8,157,000 bus, they were over 500,000 in ex- 
cess of those the week before and for the 
corresponding week in 1904. For the saine 
week, shipments from: Minneapolis were 
only half as large as they were last year. 
At Duluth, receipts deceased 500,000 bus, 
but this was only a reflection of the con- 
ditions 2 under closed navigation 

n the lakes. 

. With mild and clear weather, the rail- 
roads are now moving more grain from 


interior elevators, while an excellent 7 
dition of highways in the country, ; 
duces freer deliveries by farmers, at /eas 
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in many localities. Some elevator men 
say that it is their policy to freely ship 
wheat from the country to terminal mar- 
kets; others state that the carrying charge 
available to them isa sufficient induce- 
ment to pursue a contrary policy. The 
stock of wheat in country elevators is ad- 
nitted to be comparatively large, and 
some elevator men in the trade take the 
view that farmers have more wheat back 
than they are given credit for possessing. 
These conditions are considered to augur 
well for liberal receipts for some time to 
come. 

The increased receipts, coupled with a 
lighter demand from the mills, has made 
spot wheat the dullest on the Minneapolis 
market, for two days, that it has been in 
a long while. With the approach of the 
holidays and the attendant dullness in 
fiour, northwestern mills will generally 
curtail their flour output, and the effect 
is reflected in spot wheat. Some of the 
Minneapolis mills have a good deal of 
wheat ught to arrive, and they are 
drawing down stocks already on hand, 
to be the better prepared to receive that 
coming in. Since the mills were less ac- 
t.ve in the local market in the last two 
days, terminal elevators were free buyers, 
t king Nos. 1 and 2 chiefly. Without the 
support of buying from the mills, the low- 
ev grades of wheat were slow of sale and 
tie sentiment on ’change was that they 
were likely to sell ata relatively lower 
price than they have been commanding. 


THE AOME MILLING CoO. 


The Acme Milling Co. has changed its 
p ime to the Crescent Milling Co. This is 
tie company which has nearly completed 
mill at Fairfax, Minn. The company is 
ally one in which several large Minneap- 
is elevator companies are principals. A 
‘ature of the business will be_ the dis- 
ibution of the output of the mill 
i1rough the numerous interior elevators 
perated by these companies. That is, 
ch elevator agent will be furnished with 
supply of flour from which sales are to 
2 made by the agent to local merchants. 
This doubtless will bring the eievators in- 
to sharp competition at many count 
points with the mills now supplying suc 
trade. In fact, there is more than a sus- 
picion that the mill is designed as an in- 
strument through which the elevator com- 
panies can get after mills when they in- 
vade what is considered elevator territory, 
in buying wheat. The plans mapped out 
for the company, involve the possible 
building of other mills at country points. 
The Fairfax mill will start with about 350 
bbls capacity, but is any to soon have 
machinery added to bring it up to 500 bbls. 

Money has been spent without stint in 
constructing the Fairfax plant. The build- 
ing is a substantial brick structure, while 
every feature of the equipment is the best 
that could be had. 

The officers of the Crescent company are 
kr. L. Welch, president; W. E. Pearce, man- 
ager; and EK. E. Mitchell, secretary and 
treasurer. Mr. Pearce of course has had 
long experience in the milling business, 
having been identified with the manage- 
ment of the Hubbard Milling Co. and oth- 
er leading northwestern companies. It has 
its —_ at 200 Godfrew building, Minne- 
apolis. 

NEW DEMURRAGE RULES 


The Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce 
and the Terminal Dispatch Association 
have reached an agreement in regard to 
demurrage charges on grain here. After 
Jan. 1, on grain received before 8:30 a. m., 
(isposition shall be given not later than 
4 p.m. same day, provided inspection is 
reported before 11a.m. When reinspec- 
ton is asked for, before disposition order 
i. furnished, one additional day of free 
t.me will be allowed, provided notifica- 
‘ion is given in time and change of grade 

allowed. If change is not allowed, car 

rvice will be assessed if disposition is 

ot furnished before 5 p. m. 

On cars ordered to mills or elevators, 48 
ours free time will be allowed from time 
ars are set for delivery. On wheat, how- 
ver, for the mills, time will be figured 

om 7 a. m. the following day. If deliv- 
ry to line on which mill is located is 
iade after 3 P m., no additional free 
‘ime vm be allowed for reinspection or 
ppeal. 

Cars ordered to an elevator or mill and 
“run through” without unloading, ex- 

ept on account of reinspection or appeal, 
ill bé subject to a charge of $2 per car in 
xddition to usual charges. 

_A meeting was held this afternoon at 
‘he Chamber of Commerce between mem- 
‘ers of the two associations. The matter 
‘vas gone over in full and afew other 
changes agreed upon. The new rules 
will be put before the board of directors 
‘immediately and ratified before becoming 


‘fective. 
OIL CAKE AND MEAL 


The ampere demand for oil cake is_ brisk 
and mills at Minneapolis can easily dis 
bose of their output at prices much 

ter than importers have heretofore been 
willing to pay. There is little doing in oil 
meal, as prices are relatively higher than 


~ 
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other fee@ingstuffs. Quotations today, 
per 2,000 lbs in carload lots f.o.b. Minneap- 
olis, were: oil cake, $26@26.50; oil meal, 
$26.75@27.25. 


OUTPUT AND CONSUMPTION 


The attached table shows the output of 
flour and approximate consumption of 
wheat at Minneapolis and Duluth; also 
the output and consumption of wheat by 
53 ‘outside mills’? with a daily capacity 
of 37,715 bbls, for the calendar year—from 
Jan. 1, 1905, to Dec. 9—with comparisons: 

905———. _ ———-—1904-—_.. 
ur Wheat Flour Wheat 
Minne- bbls bus bbls bus 
apolis. 13,675,265 61,539,000 12,938,460 64.692,000 
uth. 755,410 3,399,000 773,505 3,868,000 
53 o’tside 

mills .. 7,051,327 31,731,000 6,680,682 33,403,000 

Totals. 21.482,002 96,669,000 20,392,647 101,963,000 

From the above it will be noticed that 
the Minneapolis mills have made 736,805 
bbls more of flour than in 1904; the Du: 
luth mills 18,095 bbls less—and outside 
mills 370,645 bbls more—a net increase of 
1,089,355 bbls. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


Some millers report that they are sold 
ahead on fancy clear. 

Two Pillsbury mills will be shut down 
tomorrow, to so remain over Christmas. 

A. W. Spehr, of the Springfield (Minn.) 
i Co., was in Minneapolis on Satur- 

ay. 

A heavy curtailment in output both by 
Song and outside mills, is the order of the 

ay. 

Memberships in the Minneapolis Cham- 
ber of Commerce are now quotable at 





L. P. Hubbard, treasurer of the Pills- 
bury-Washburn Flour Mills Co., Ltd., is 
now in the east. 

Brokers on the Minneapolis exchange 
complain of an extremely dull business at 
present in grain futures. 

The mills will generally present their 
employees with turkeys and other Christ- 
mas remembrances. 

J.C. Enright, manager of the Geo. Til- 
eston agony ot Co., St. Cloud, Minn., was a 
visitor on ’change on Friday. A 

W. C. Helm, manager for the Russell- 


‘Miller Milling Co. at Valley City, N. D., 


was on ’change today (Tuesday). 

F. W. Stahler, manager of the Whet- 
stone Valley Milling Co., Milbank, S. D., 
was a visitor on ’change Saturday. 

Joseph W. Peaslee, a miller on the falls 
in early days, is now with the Hillman 
Bros. Co., at the city produce market. 


It is noticeable that this year most all 
classes of mills in the northwest are mak- 
ing a good deal more flour than in 1904. 


Local millers and feed men had consid- 
erable flour and feed in the Erie warehouse 
which last week burned at Buffalo, N. Y. 


The MeCaull-Webster Elevator Ce. of 
Minneapolis has incorporated, under the 
laws of Nebraska, to do business in that 
state. 

E. W. Erickson, with the Sheffield-King 
Milling Co., on Saturday returned from a 
month’s trip to Cuba in the interest of 
his company. 

The Simmons Milling Co. of Red Wing, 
Minn., and the Echo (Minn.) Milling Co., 
are sending out calendars on which ap- 
pear photographs of their plants. 

The flour output next week will be 
heavily cut into by Christmas coming on 
Monday. All the mills will be idle that 
day, and some of them for a longer time. 

S. M. Sivertson, secretary and menage 
of the Red Lake Falls (Minn.) Milling Co. 
was on ’change Wednesday, with Marcus 
Johnson, president of the same company. 

Frank E. Holmes, well known to north- 
western millers, is now connected with 
Marwick, Mitchell & Co., accountants, be- 
ing stationed with their Minneapolis 
branch. 

The Mill Owners’ Mutual Fire Insurance 
Co. of Des Moines, Iowa, is sending to its 
friends a useful holiday souvenir consist- 
ing of a handsome memorandum and 
pocket book combined. : 

W. A. Black, manager for the Ogilvie 
Flour Mills Co., Ltd., at Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba, is in pees to remain a couple 
of days. George Kent, head miller of the 
company’s Winnipeg mill, is also here. 


Minneapolis water power has so far this 
winter been Senepn ney favorable, both 
the owners and the millers profiting from 
it. Comparatively mild weather has ma- 
terially contributed toward this condition. 


First clear is not selling Mid readily, 
importers seeming to be unwillin 
prices asked by millers. Old contracts on 
second clear are being worked out and this 
grade is not held quite so stiffly as two 
weeks ago. The lighter operation of the 
mills, however, is calculated to help both 
grades. 
About Feb. 1, William OD. Gregory, 
resident of Grego Cook & Co., Du- 
futh, will sail from New York, with his 


. Voeks has sold his hal 


gto pay - 


family, for a six months’ European trip. 
He will make a tour of the Mediterranean 
first, later visiting England. Mr. Gregory 
and W. J. Jennison are today in Duluth, 
attending the annual meeting of the 
company there. 

Charles Silverson, president of the Eagle 
Roller Mill Co., New Ulm, Minn., was in 
Minneapolis on Friday. Mr. Silverson 
wishes it understood that, if his friends 
have souvenir clocks to send him, they be 
mailed in a style of package that can not 
be mistaken for an infernal machine! His 
experience with the little clock which J. 
G. Lawrence of Wabasha sent him about a 
year ago, was not the most conducive to 
steady nerves or the good of the time- 
piece. 

At an informal meeting held at the Min- 
neapolis Chamber of Commerce, a number 
of representative millers and elevator men 
vo to guarantee Prof. D. D. Mayne, 
principal of the agricultural school at the 
state experiment station, St. Anthony 
Park, Minn., the sum of $1,000 per annum 
for three years. This is to be used in fur- 
thering a scheme advocated by Prof. 
Mayne for encouraging the raising of an 
improved quality of seed wheat and oats 
among farmers of Minnesota. The idea 
is to offer prizes to farmer boys who raise 
the best samples on specially cultivated 
ground. The millers and elevator men 
were very favorably impressed with the 
proposition as outlined by Prof. Mayne. 


MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 


W. D. Gray of Milwaukee was in Minne- 
apolis last week. 

Goodrich, N. D., wants a flour mill. 
Likewise Wishek, N. D. 

Bismarck, N. D., is agitating for a flour 
mill. E.G. Patterson could be addressed. 

A. J. T. Lindsay, formerly of Minneapo- 
i is now in charge of a mill at Galatia, 


W. J. Jennison Co., Minneapolis, expects 
to start up its new mill at Appleton, 
Minn., tke first week in January. 
ed Lake Falls (Minn.) Milling Co. 
ning to overhaul and increase the 
President Marcus 








stalled in this mill. 

George Cormack, head miller for the 
Washburn-Crosby Co. at St. Louis, was in 
Minneapolis during last week. He came 
= to meet the officers of the company. 
The stay at the same time gave him an 
opportunity to visit friends here. 

N. Sowden, superintendent and vice- 

resident of the New Era Milling Co., Ar- 

ansas City, Kansas, was in Minneapolis 
art of last week. While in this locality 

e made a visit to Menomonie, Wis., where 
for many years he was head miller for the 
Knapp, Stout & Co. Co. 

Stiles & Voeks, millers, Buffalo Lake, 
Minn., have dissolved parteeennte. A. 

interest in the 
business to C. Grelk, the consideration be- 
ing $6,500. After Jan. 1, the firm name 
will be Stiles & Grelk. They plan to im- 
prove and enlarge their mill at once. 

J. E. Case, who superintended the mill- 
wright work of the Quirk mill at Mont- 
gomery, left Minneapolis Monday evening 
for aracas, Venezuela, to oversee the 
equipment of a mill for Sola Bros. & Par- 
do. He represents the Allis - Chalmers 
Co., which has the contract. This mill is 
to be of steel construction, and Mr. Case 
will have charge of the erection of the 
building as well as the installation of the 
machinery. 

The Nordyke & Marmon Co. has opened 
a bolting-cloth department in connection 
with its northwestern branch at 311 Third 
street south, in Minneapolis. James Pye 
has fixed 5 hy work room and placed it in 
charge of M.G. Maxwell. A full line of 
both Dufour and Schindler bolting cloth 
will be carried, and with every facility for 
making it up, Mr. Pye will be prepared to 

romptly fill all orders for work desired 

y millers. 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


Recent sales of No. 2 macaroni wheat in 
Minneapolis were at 71c per bu. 


Receipts of wheat by carloads at Min- 
neapolis and Duluth on Monday and Tues- 
day of this week were 1,782, against 1,511 
on the same days last year. 


The stocks of wheat in Minneapolis last 
week increased 594,000 bus. This makes 
the stock 7,416,000 bus, against 13,397,000 a 
year ago, and 9,488,000 in 1903. 

The Duluth Commercial Record esti- 
mates that the farmers of Minnesota and 
the two Dakotas have marketed 116,000,000 
bus of wheat. Of this, it places the stock 
in interior elevators at 25,000,000 bus. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground ap- 
proximately 1,435,000 bus of wheat. Re- 
ceipts (less shipments) were 2,794,000 bus, 
against 2,341,000 in the preceding week, 
1,963,000 in 1904, and 3,075,000 in 1903. 

Receipts of wheat in Minneapolis and 
Duluth for the week ending Saturday were 
8,763,000 bus, against 3,230,000 in 1904, and 
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2,749,000 in 1908. Stocks in public eleva- 
tors at the same points are 5,903,000 bus 
smaller than a year ago. 

One lot of 100,000 bus of durum wheat 
has been sold in this market to be shipped 
from Minneapolis toSpain. The time of 
shipment is December. A Minneapolis ele- 
vator company made the sale and has late- 
ly been sweating blood over the proposition 
of getting cars in which to ship the wheat 
before Dec. 31. 


CEREALS AND FEED 


St. Louis bran is quotable at $21 per ton 
in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Boston, while spring 
bran in transit is $20 on the same basis. 


Clearances from New York in the week 
ended Dec. 16, included 1,060 bags of bran, 
1,000 of which were booked to Antwerp. 

While No. 1 and 2 northern wheat this 
year is exceptionally clean, the lower 
grades contain a large amount of foreign 
seeds, etc., and yield a liberal quantity of 
screenings. 

For January shipment, bran and mid- 
dlings are held about 25@50c higher than 
for prompt shipment. For red-dog, Janu- 
ary shipment, $17.50 per ton in 140-Ib jute, 
was today bid. 4 

Considerably less feed to the barrel of 
flour is being produced from the 1905 
wheat crop than was the case last crop, 
This makes some difference with the vol- 
ume of feed on the market. 


Current prices of feed in mixed cars to 
points in Wisconsin, Illinois and Iowa are, 
delivered in 100-lb sacks: bran, $16.50@17; 
shorts, $16.50@17; mixed feed, $19@19.59; 
flour middlings, $19@19.50 per ton. Red- 
dog in 140-Ib sacks, $20@20.50, and in 100- 
Ib sacks, $20.25@20.75. 

With an active demand for screenings 
from sheep feeders, - prices are strong and 
higher for quick shipment. The car 
shortage figures in the proposition, as 
many feeders who have purchases made, 
are unable to get deliveries, and they are 
compelled to buy a second time. 


The movement of corn from the north- 
west is light, owing to the condition of 
the grain. It contains an unusual quan- 
tity of moisture and the elevator men and 
railroads consider that it would be danger- 
ous to ship in large quantities while it is 
in that condition. The fact that the corn 
is so damp makes it inspect mostly no 
grade, while two months hence, after it 
has had a chance to dry out, the bulk of it 
will grade No. 2. 


The understanding is common that 
Minneapolis brokers are owners of com- 
paratively large quantities of millfeed 
which is accumulating at central points 
like Gladstone, Milwaukee, Manitowoc and 
Parry Sound. It is claimed that a consid- 
erable part of the current output has for 
some time been going into store. Regard- 
less of this, the east, having persistently 
stuck to a bearish attitude, now finds it- 
self poorly supplied, and is compelled to 
buy at going prices whatever it requires. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 


Forty-six ‘‘outside mills’’ last week 
shipped 12,805 bbls of flour to foreign 
countries, against 3,955 in 1904. 

Ga all-rail rates on flour, reported 
obtainable from Minneapolis in cents per 
100 Ibs today (Dec. 19) were: To London, 
85.25; Liverpool, 32.50; Glasgow, 34.00; 
Amsterdam, 37.50; Rotterdam, 35.50; 
Bristol, 36.97; Leith, 35.50; Copenhagen, 
87.50; Christiania, 37.50; Antwerp, 35.50; 
Hamburg, 36.50; Hull, 38.38; Newcastle, 
88.88; Bremen, 36.50; Dublin, 36.50; Bel- 
fast, 36.00; Dundee, 39.50; Aberdeen, 39.50; 
Manchester, 32.75; Southampton, 35.56. 

With the mills running less heavily, the 
car shortage in that quarter is being re- 
lieved to some extent. However, in other 
directions, especially with grain men, the 
situation seems to be getting more acute. 
The western roads are reported to be 
shorter on cars than two weeks ago. The 
trouble seems to be that after their cars 
get to Chicago or other junction points, 
they are appropriated and hauled eastward 
by the eastern roads. There have been ~ 
several instances at Minneapolis and Du- 
luth where grain men have been considera- 
ble losers through selling wheat or other 
grain for delivery on a certain date and 
then being prevented from making such 
delivery by the lack of cars. 





The Geo. Tileston Milling Co., St. Cloud, 
Minn: Raw material —wheat—is plenti- 
ful. Flour is dead. Post mortem reveals 
the sad fact that death was caused by the 
‘‘thimble riggers’’ of the wheat pit hold- 
ing wheat prices above an export basis. 
Shutting down of mills reduces the sup- 
ply of millfeed, with the result that prices 
are up. ‘Some inquiry from abroad for 
fancy clear, with bids about 15c per bbl 
below a satisfactory working basis. 





Oakes (N. D.) Mill Co: Scarcely any 
wheat is being delivered by farmers, and 
we look for no improvement in the move- 
ment until after seeding. Feed is in good 
demand at higher prices. ae 
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ORGANIZATION COMPLETED 


Congress Ready to Begin Real Work of the Session—-Panama Canal 
Work Appropriation to be Carefully Considered—The Lodge Bill— 
Consular Reorganization—Other Matters of National Importance 


Washington Correspondence 


Closely following upon the organization 
of the house of representatives, and before 
the senate has perfected its organization 
by the selection of its committees, the 
business of congress opened last week up- 
on matters of direct concern to the com- 
mercial interests of the country. The 
Panama canal question, the bond issues 
proposed to aid in furnishing the funds 
required for the great enterprise, and kin- 
dred subjects occupied the attention of 
both branches of the federal legislative 
body. 

The situation with respect to the canal 
bears out what has been asserted from 
time to time leading up to the call upon 
congress by the administration for the 
emergency fund of $16,500,000 for work al- 
ready done—namely: that the expense ac- 
counts of the commission conducting this 
great work must be scrutinized with care. 

It was plain from the course pursued by 
the leaders in both houses that many of 
the charges enumerated in the expense 
budget for the canal could not be endorsed. 
While it is admitted that many of the 
salaries and expenses incurred for the 
canal work are necessarily higher than 
would be the case if the work were being 
prosecuted within the confines of the 
states, yet it has impressed careful men in 
both houses that too free a hand has been 
employed by the commission in raising 
salaries far beyond what can be regarded 
as just or legitimate. Unless these expend- 
itures are more closely scrutinized there 
is certain soon to develop a scandal in con- 
nection with the canal enterprise that will 
greatly retard the work and bring disgrace 
upon the nation. 


BONDS AND BANK CURRENCY 


The suggestion regarding the desirabili- 
ty that the bonds to be issued for the canal 
work shall be given the privileges of other 
two per cent bonds, when used as basis for 
bank circulation, will be adopted by con- 
gress at once. This fact will be of special 
interest to the business men of the coun- 


try. 

ff is admitted by treasury experts that 
the present is not a favorable time to put 
out government loans. Money is tight, 
interest rates are high, the pressure for 
money is great, and it is not likely that 
two per cent bonds would find a ready 
market at this time. There seems to be 
no immediate necessity for expanding the 
national bank circulation, which has 
grown rapidly in volume during the past 
year. But the legislation touching the 
canal expenditures and bonds will pave the 
way for better conditions in the financial 
world in the near future. 


NOVEMBER BREADSTUFFS EXPORTS 


The preliminary report of the statistical 
bureau of the department of commerce 
regarding the breadstuffs exports for No- 
vember shows a decided improvement all 
along the line. In respect to wheat flour 
sales abroad, the record shows up with 
about double the total for November of 
this year, 1,592,000 bbls, against 767,000 in 
November of last year. 

The results of the November exports of 
breadstuffs, according to these preliminary 
figures show a better total export trade in 
this line than during any November since 

:: 


The preliminary figures show the ex- 
ports from the principal ports of ship- 
ment in the United States, but not the 
destination of such exports. In respect to 
wheat flour exports the statement shows 
that the total shipments on foreign ac- 
count amounted to 1,592,461 bbls, or an 
increase of about 130,000 over the October 
shipments from these ports. 

The showing made of exports from the 
principal ports is that every port of the 
country, in which records are kept of ex- 
ports of flour, showed an increase in No- 
vember compared with November of last 
year, with the single exception of the port 
of Superior. The heaviest increase in flour 
exports was from the ports of New York, 
Puget Sound, Philadelphia, Willamette 
and Baltimore. The totals at these princi- 
pal ports were as follows: New York, 
299,562 bbls; Puget Sound, 335,969; Wil- 
lamette, 208,895; Philadelphia, 181,260; 
Baltimore, 169,825. ; 

An examination of thetotal wheat flour 
exports for the first five months of the fis- 
cal year, from July to November 30, in- 
clusive, shows a total of 9,410,019 bbls ex- 
ported, against 10,686,467 last year. ; 

Wheat exports for the same period show 
up with 4,871,582 bus this year, and 1,236,- 
980 bus in the five-months period of last 
year. as 

CONSULAR REORGANIZATION 


It should be a matter of more than pass- 
ing interest to the manufacturers and ex- 
porters of the country that the prospect 





for important changes in the laws govern- 
ing the consular service of the United 
States seems to be brighter than usual at 
thistime. The senate committee on for- 
eign relations has entered upon consider- 
ation of Senator Lodge’s bill intended to 
reorganize the service. Secretary Root 
has already appeared before the committee 
and expressed some views respecting the 
needs of the service and the desirability 
for changes more or less in line with the 
suggestions contained in the Lodge bill. 
ithout attempting to express opinions 
respecting the details of the pending 
measure, it will suffice, for the informa- 
tion of the business men of the country 
who are interested in this great and im- 
portant reform work, to invite attention 
to some features of the measure, which, 
it would appear, has something like a 
stamp of administration approval. ; 

In view of the manifest desire amon 
the business men in all sections of the 
country that the consular service shall be 
reorganized and placed upon a busingss 
basis, it comes to be of direct interest to 
examine the details of the proposed 
changes. Whether they are or would be 
calculated to produce the desired results 
will be for the exporting manufacturers 
and business men to determine. 

Certain it is that in a matter of so much 
concern to the commercial interests it will 
be short of manifest duty if the senators 
and representatives are not advised re- 
specting the wishes of the commercial and 
exporting interests regarding the details 
of the proposed legislation. 3; 


SOME DETAILS OF THE BILL 


The striking feature of the Lodge =: 
sular reform.or reorganization bill is t 
it is cast upon lines of civil service in bom 
forming to the system under which the 
civil service of the government herg is 
planned. In other words, it is to be r- 
ganized into grades and promotions ff 
the lowest to the highest grades shall be 
made upon merit. Admission to the sery- 
ice shall be upon examination, similaftto 
what is — for the regular civil 
service—that is, similar in respect to 
manner of conducting examinatiegs. 
Provision is made for promotions through 
the various grades, on vacancies happ@n- 
ing. ™ ; 
The salary lists range from $2,000 a year 
up to $12,000 a year, and seven grades @re 
established, the lowest, seventh, beingjat 
the lowest salary named. All fees aréito 
be cut off and no consul is to receive. 
remuneration except from the salary paid. 
Consuls are to be denied not only the 
privilege of engaging in any businessin 
the jurisdiction to which they are @s- 
signed, and are not to become the agents 
for any business firms. ; 
It is well to note in this connection, 
that while Secretary Root has appeared 
before the committee on foreign relatidns 
to discuss the subject of consular repr- 
ganization, he has not expressed himself 
in favor of any particular plan. He stands 
for a complete reorganization of the serv- 
ice, and in emphatic terms he points out 
the need of such reorganization. : 


RAILWAY MEN ON THE “SQUARE DEAL” 


No feature of the recent discussions by 
President Roosevelt has created more feel- 
ing among pore | people than his com- 
ment about punishing offending railway 
lines by compelling innocent roads to suf- 
fer for the misdoings of the offenders. The 
erg | penpee assert that this is the gross- 
est exhibition of unfairness that could 
come from the man who stands for ‘‘the 
square deal.’”’ 

The essence of the plan suggested by the 
President is that if a railway line shall 
make a ruinously low rate between given 
points upon a certain article, for discrimi- 
nating purposes, or in order to catch busi- 
ness, the commission shall compel the uni- 
form establishment of that rate for all 
business between the points in question on 
all the lines. 

In discussing this snggention by the ex- 
ecutive the railway people here interested” 
in the pending legislation have some sharp 
things to say about it. They assert that 
railway companies are not in the habit of 
intentionally violating the law but are 
striving at all times to maintain uniform 
traffic rates. Sometimes, however, weak 
lines, in efforts to obtain business, and un- 
der pressure of shippers, grant concessions 
on rates. 

HOW THE PLAN WOULD OPERATE 

It is shown by the railway men that to 
panies the great number of unoffending 
ines because of the concessions and dis- 
by a single line, would 


e 


criminations 


manifestly be unjust. Cases are cited like 
this, for example: Between two large 
cities there may be five railway lines; four 
of these may be prosperous and shippers 


may be reasonably satisfied with the rates 
they give. The fifth road, however, being 
weak in the volume of its traffic can not 
meet legitimate competition and it cuts 
rates. Suppose the rate on a given com- 
modity be 60c per 100 lbs, and the offend- 
ing line makes a rate of 50c a hundred in 
order to get additional business. When 
this cut becomes known, according to the 
plan suggested by the President, the com- 
mission would enforce that minimum rate 
upon all the roads, thereby punishing all 
the roads for the wrong act of the offend- 
ing line. In other words, it is claimed, 
the four roads which have sought to main- 
tain their published tariff rates would be 
ye because of the act of the weak 
ine in cutting the rate. 

The railway men assert that this exhibi- 
tion of what the President has been 
pleased to call ‘‘a square deal,’’ might 
have the effect to cut rates below the cost 
of transportation and work irreparable in- 
jury to the successful lines because of the 
rate-cutting act of the weaker and offend- 
ing company. 

It is understood that among members 
of the interstate commerce committees of 
hoth houses this suggestion by President 
Roosevelt does not meet with favor. It is 
regarded as more certain to tend to fair- 
ness and common justice, if any govern- 
ment rate fixing shall be permitted, that 
the commission shall have power to raise 
the minimum rate to what admittedly 
would be a fair rate, thus stopping the 
discrimination sought to be established by 
the offending line. 


CONTEST OVER PHILIPPINE TRADE 


At the present writing the indications 
are that the most stubborn contest of the 
immediate future in congress will be over 
the measure granting more liberal tariff 
rates to Philippine commodities enterin 
the ports of the United States. The ad- 
ministration is pledged to free trade, or 
the lowest possible duties to be secured. 

The opposition, especially among the 
beet-sugar growers and tobacco raisers of 
the west and northwest, is lined upina 
hot fight to prevent any reduction in the 
rates on sugar and tobacco from the is- 
lands. It is too early to predict what the 
outcome will be, but the indications are 
that a large number of republicans in the 
house and several democrats in the senate 
will unite to prevent any reduction in the 
rates. 


BIG INCREASES IN TRADE SHOWN 


The preliminary figures covering the 
total volume of imports and exports for 
November show up with diminjening 
imports and increasing exports, compare 
with the past few months. The totals for 
the period since the beginning of the year 
show exports, in value greater than in 
any corresponding period during the past 
five years. 

The value of all exports for the eleven 
months, amounts to $1,427,223,000, which 
is an increase of more than $120,000,000 
over the same period last year. In respect 
to imports, while the volume is smaller, 
so far as total values are concerned, than 
during September and October, the total 
value of imports since the beginning of 
1905, $1,078,481,000 worth, is more than 


. $140,000,000 in excess of the corresponding 


period in any year since 1898. 


ARTHUR J. DODGE. 
Washington, D. C., Dec. 18. 


Head of the Lakes 


DWIGHT E, WOODBRIDGE, Agent 
416 Providence Blidg., Duluth, Minn. 
Special Correspondence 





Light capacity and irregular running 
reduced last week’s flour output to 8,900 
bbls. A week ago the outturn was 31,490 
and last year, 7,100. A larger output is 
likely to be recorded this week as another 
mill started up Monday. 

Mills report last week’s flour demand 
just fair, market ruling quiet and ofa 
holiday characters No great activity is 
looked for or any marked improvement 
anticipated until after the advent of the 
new year and inventory time. Business 
done was for domestic account, foreign 
trade being nil and bids generally too far 
out of line for acceptance. Flour stocks 
are not increasing very fast, as shipping 
orders are easy and the amount sent for- 
ward of good volume. 


NEW WISCONSIN GRAIN BILL 


The new Wisconsin grain bill has passed 
and is probably a law Hs this time. It 
makes charges of a combination between 
the elevator interests, the Duluth Board 
of Trade and the railroads, and that gross 
frauds have s yo | np or resulted from 
the manner of conducting the grain busi- 
ness by these interests. The preamble of 
the measure recites that a larger volume 
of grain has been ship out of elevators 
than has been received by them, accord- 
ing to the weights of the Minnesota com- 
mission, and that in addition to the excess 
shipments there has been a change in 
grades, by which the grain ship out 


. 
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has been better than that received, that 
there is a combination to evade the Wis- 
consin law, as pemeer a year ago, and ex- 
plains in detail the manner in which the 
elevators have frustrated the efforts of the 
Wisconsin commission and vitiated the 
= by Bing Ngo ae 
y the as amen » every elevator is 
to be made public; all grain offered for 
sale in the state is to have been inspected 
by state officers; any delivery is to consti. 
tute a sale; every sale of grain in Wiscon- 
sin elevators at the Head of the Lakes sha}! 
be deemed to have been made in the city 
of Superior, whether actually made i} 
Wisconsin or not; and no elevator shall be 
ermitted to deliver grain to ship until a! 
ees due the state under this act shall have 
been paid and the grain actually weighe: 
and inspected by officials of the state. 
No more drastic bill could be well de- 
vised, and if it is constitutional thus tc 
interfere with commodities originating in 
one state and hcg dey to another, the 
law will doubtless of some service in 
giving Superior what the city has long de- 
sired—a whack at the inspection fees o:: 
——— and Dakota grain passing east 
ward. 


NOTES \ 


The Capitol elevator of this city has been 
made regular under the rules of the Du- 
luth Board of Trade. The house has stor- 
age for 1,600,000 bus of grain. 


The steamer Minch has been transferred 
to the Itasca elevator and will load wheat 
for winter storage and Buffalo delivery 
next spring. Other ships will be loaded 
soon in the city for similar delivery. 

The shipyard of the Superior Shipbuild- 
ing Co. is crowded with work for all win- 
ter and it is probable that 1,000 men will 
be busy there. About 60 ships are now 
baly sete | at the yard and at other points 
in Duluth and Superior, and the number 
will be increased if any of the wrecked 
vessels are rescued during the winter. In 
addition to the bulk freighters here, there 
are several of the larger package and flour 
carriers. 


Stocks of grain have increased during 
the past week to about 9,000,000 bus. This 
includes more than 500,000 bus of oats held 
in ship storage, and a cargo of flax, of 
which part is damaged. This cargo was 
loaded on the steamer Saturn, when it was 
found that some cock had been left open 
and about 45,350 bus of the load was wet. 
It was turned over to the insurance com- 
panies and they have taken out a portion, 
while the remainder wil] be held in the 
ship through the winter. 


DwieHt E. WooDBRIDGE. 
Duluth, Minn., Dec. 19. 


ARGENTINE CABLE 


BurENos ArIREs, Dec. 19.—(Special Ca- 
ble.)—Harvest is progressing rapidly. 
There is every prospect that the crop will 
be secured in good condition. 


ERNESTO DANVERS. 








Arrangements Committee Named 


The committee of arrangements named 
by President Espenschied, of the Millers’ 
National Federation, for the forthcoming 
mass convention of the Federation, to be 
held in Milwaukee in June, is as follows: 
A. L. Goetzmann, chairman, Chicago; 
George A. Schroeder, secretary; Charles 
B. Rock, treasurer; John F. Kern, L. 
Deetjen, Walter Stern, Harry Berger, W. 
H. Manegold, Adolph Kern, John H. 
Crittenden, Clement B. Stern, all of Mil- 
waukee; Herbert Bradley, New York 
City; R. S. Johnston and C. H. Challen 0! 
Chicago. As yet those to act on the aux 
iliary committee have not been named. 





Globe - Milling Co., Perham, Minn: 
Have managed to keep our mill running 
principally on old orders. Should we 1 

et shipping directions in more freely 

owever, we shall be compelled to shui 
down for a week or ten days. It is impo- 
sible to sell patent at a profit. We hav: 
absolutely refused to sell flour at cost, ar 
would rather shut down for two or thre: 
weeks until conditions get better. Clea's 
are not moving very fast. Millfeed is |" 
good demand at satisfactory prices. \\° 
could sell 100 tons a day if we could make 
it. Wheat deliveries from farmers a’ 
very light. Our local seumrpet from Se)". 
1 to the present time have been about 1°,- 
000 bus less than last year. Farmers a:¢ 
bulls and they can’t be induced to sell « 
even store their wheat. About 80c whe: t 
at country points would induce them ‘o 
sell freely. 





W. H. Hayward, secretary C. A. Gani- 
brill Mfg. Go., Baltimore: Trade with us 
for the week was sxouptionally dull. Very 
little domestic demand; are not able to do 
anything at all for export. Millfeed in 

ood demand at somewhat better rices. 

upplies of wheat here are ample for al 
requirements at present, and on @ lower 
basis than it would cost to bring forw@ 
from the west. 
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Chicago mills turned out 28,500 bbls of 
jour last week, against 29,500 the week 
vreceding, 18,000 last year, 29,150 in 1902, 
and 24,350 in 1901, while during the same 
-ime in 1908 all the plants were shut down. 

‘‘Dull, stale and unprofitable,’’ charac- 

‘erized the bulk of the statements con- 
erning the condition of the flour market 
ast week. Prices were unchanged on the 
nasis of $4.80@4.40 for hard spring patents 
in wood and $4@4.20 for winter patents in 
jute, but an easier feeling prevailed at the 
end of the week in sympathy with wheat, 
Which showed an inclination to seek a 
‘ower level under free offerings of May 
oy the Armour house. 

The consensus of ee was that sup- 
plies here were light, but in anticipation 
of the usual stock-taking, incident to the 
ending of the old year, buyers did not 
take hold and bought only to supply their 
most pressing necessities. They also talked 
lower prices for the future, and were im- 
pervious to the importunities of sellers. 

There was a moderate demand for spring 
straights and 95 per cent patent. irst 
spring clears were fairly saleable, but of 
winter product, only straights were mov- 
ing at all. 

~— flour was steady, but quiet, and 
stocks seemed to be fairly complete, ac- 
cording to the observations of millers and 
brokers. Prices were quoted at $3.80@3.90 
for fancy pure white in wood and $3.25@ 
3.35 for dark in sacks. 


ARMOUR CONTROLS WHEAT 


Armour’s close syndicate is in full con- 
trol of the Chicago wheat market for De- 
cember delivery, and the P per mene pur- 
chase of contract grades and absorption of 
all the deliveries on December contracts 
by that house were more and more marked 
last week. There were no wide fluctua- 
tions in eres, the opening figures being 
slightly higher than they closed the pre- 
ceding Saturday, followed by an advance 
of 4c, after which there was a setback of 
i4ge, when on Friday Valentine entered 
the market once more when the bears were 
in full action, and checked the decline 
which seemed imminent. 

On Saturday Armour’s brokers flooded 

the pit with May, and the lowest point of 
the week was reached, showing a net de- 
cline of 2c for December, 1%c for May 
and 1c for July, the closing figures being 
around the low quotations. 
_ Receipts at primaries continued on a 
fair scale and a liberal increase in the visi- 
ble supply seemed assured. World’s ship- 
ments fell off somewhat and there were 
more reports of damage to the Indian 
and Argentine crops by unfavorable 
weather. The cash situation was favor- 
able in spite of the dullness in flour. 


NOTES 


Jute bags advanced in price again last 
week and cotton sacks were also marked 
up. There is some question in the minds 
ot the millers just how much higher bags 
of all kinds will advance. 


David Anderson, manager of the Nobles- 
ville (Ind.) Milling Co., was in this mar- 
ket Tuesday. Mr. Anderson spoke of busi- 
ness being rather unsatisfactory and es- 
pecially export sales. 

William M. Atkinson, who has taken the 
management of the Louisville, Ky., mill 
for the Washburn-Crosby Co., 
through Chicago Thursday, with his 
family on his way to Louisville from Min- 
neapolis. 

According to the views of brokers and 
millers, export bids were one shilling too 
low, and at the end of the week offers were 
3d lower than two weeks ago. Millers 
would not reduce their prices and the own- 
ers of Kansas plants were particularly 
stiff in their views. 

A. B. Black, manager of the Norton 
mills, retuned last week from the east. 
He said New York stocks were large and 
New England trade had enough to supply 
its immediate wants. In Pennsylvania 
and particularly Philadelphia he said the 
trade was well supplied. 
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R. J. Hamilton of the William A. 
Coombs Milling Co., Coldwater, Mich., 
was in Chicago Thursday and Friday. 
Mr. Hamilton, said that trade had been 
very good with them until a few days ago. 
bee was here looking over the wheat situa- 

on. 

The question of an 80 per cent amend- 
ment of the Board of Trade rulings which 
would place the buying of car lots of 
grain on a cash basis or, in other words, 
require the payment of the same within 
five days, was defeated by a vote of the 
members last week. 


John Gill, the vigilant prosecutor of 
bucket-shop keepers, resigned his position 
as chairman of the Board of Trade market 
committee on Friday and now threatens 
to carry the war into ‘‘Egypt’’ by prose- 
cuting cases against local firms who have 
been trading in ‘‘bids’’ and ‘‘offers,’’ 
formerly known as ‘‘puts’’ and ‘‘calls.”’ 


At no time during the present crop have 
flour values been more irregular than for 
the past few days. This is especially no- 
ticeable in quotations from the northwest 
and.on soft wheat grades. Millers produc- 
ing practically the same products varied 
their price from 25c to 40c a bbl. The 
peines quoted, however, to local buyers 

ave not been of special interest as the 
trade here is exceptionally quiet. 

Manufacturers of special grades of feed- 
ingstuffs, those produced by the use of 
barley, corn, oats and molasses, are being 
offered in this market more freely than 
ever before. It is understood that, begin- 
ning with next year, one of the larger 
manufacturers intends making a special 
effort to establish his feedingstuffs in 
Chicago by employing a number of sales- 
men to call upon the trade. 


It is rumored that, at the coming an- 
nual meeting of the Millers’ National In- 
surance Co., Edward Dinsley, who has 
served the company so faithfully both in 
the field and office for many years, is to be 
elected a director and assistant secretary 
to succeed H. B. Horton. The company is 
to be congratulated on the wisdom of this 
selection, and Mr. Dinsley’s numerous 
friends among the millers and insurance 
men will be pleased to learn of his well- 
merited promotion. 

Visitors in Chicago during the week and 
those who called at this office were as fol- 
lows: J. P. Dousman of the J. P. Dous- 
man Milling Co., De Pere, Wis; William 
Smiley of the Plymouth Mill Co., Le Mars, 
Iowa; R. J. amilton of William A. 
Coombs Milling Co., Coldwater, Mich; 
David Anderson of Noblesville Milling 
Co., Noblesville, Ind; W. Fallgatter of 
Fisher & Fallgatter, Waupaca, Wis; R..J. 
O’Donell of Eagle Roller Mill Co., New 
Ulm, Minn., and William T. Ebeling of the 
John H. Ebeling Milling Co., Green Bay, 
Wis. 

C. H. CHALLEN. 


A PROTEST 


Following is the text of a protest against 
the proposed change in classification of 
flour packages, presented by Secretar 
Goetzmann, of the Millers’ National Fed- 
eration, to the Western Rate Classifica- 
tion Committee: 





WESTERN RATE CLASSIFICATION CoM- 
MITTEE, 
Gentlemen: It is petitioned to make 


changes in the western classification on 
flour packages, as follows: 

First: Flour and meal in paper sacks, 
now carried as fourth class, to be elimin- 
ated. 
Second: Flour in cotton or paper sacks, 






except saner sacks, now accepted at ac- 
tual weight, to be carried at the following 
estima weights: 
Lbs 
a Ue ates oaks be Seek 200 
100 
50 
GROWE, vi ccny oochders : 
than 12% lbs not taken. 


Representing the Millers’ National Fed- 
eration, which is a representative body of, 
in round numbers, 800,000 bbls daily ca- 
pacity of flour, I beg to come before you 
and protest against each of the changes 


ro j 
r First, as to the elimination of the paper 
package. The paper sack is the tightest, 


most satisfactory package, in which flour 
is handled. Flour, as you may be aware, 
is most liable to take on smells, and be- 
come technically known as unsound—to 
a greater extent, perhaps, than any other 
food product. The necessity, therefore, 
for a tight package is very great. 

Again, between 75 per cent and 95 per 
cent of the business in the eastern part of 
the United States, is now done in the 
paper package, and the use of this envel- 
ope is gradually extending westward, as 
is evidenced by the fact that its use 
throughout the western territory has in- 
crea: to a very great extent within the 
past few years. 

Reports from a large number of prom- 
inent millers in the western territory show 
that claims arising from use of the paper 
package are no greater, and in many in- 
stances positively less, than from use of 
the cotton sack, and in no instance did 
any mill report that its claims on ship- 
ments made in the paper package were 
es | greater than those in cotton. 

nother very strong consideration is the 
fact that cotton has increased in price 
enormously within the last few years, so 
that the proportion of price as between 
the envelope and its contents is very much 
out of line. To force the mills on to an 
exclusive wood or cotton-sack basis would 
mean, in my opinion, an increase in the 
price of flour in the west to an extent 
which would over-balance the very narrow 
margin existing between eastern and 
western flour, and without doubt would 
materially cut down the tonnage trans- 
ported. 

Again, the entire extra expense of the 
cotton package would be thrown upon the 
miller, since the additional price is com- 
paratively so slight that it would be diffi- 
cult to secure it from the consumer. 

We do not desire that the classification 
be changed in this regard, and in order to 
remove any possibility of extra claims 
due to the use of paper rather than cotton 
package, we will use our best endeavors to 
prevail upon the milling fraternity to use 
what is known as the No.1 paper sack, 
rather than the No. 2, which is to some 
extent even yet used for flour transporta- 
tion, although its use is dying out rapidly. 

Second, as to the change in classification 
on flour in sacks, from actual weight to 
estimated weights. We can see absolutely 
no reason or justice in such a change. 

We are aware that in official classifica- 
tion territory such packages are taken for 
transportation on the estimated weights 
as given by youin your petition, and in 
that territory we will admit that there is 
a measure of justice in so doing. At the 
same time it is justice only through per- 
peratiog two wrongs to make one right. 

he wood package (barrels) is taken 
throughout the country at an estimated 
weight of 200 lbs, when, as a matter of ac- 
tual fact, it weighs 212 to 214 lbs. In order 
to rectify the loss in revenue due to this, 
rests the only justice there may be in in- 
sisting upon the estimated weights of, in 
round numbers, 3 per cent more than actu- 
ally carried in the sack package. 

t isa matter of absolute fact that in 
the territory which is served by your com- 
mittee, outside of the city of Chicago, 
there is not a barrel of flour shipped in 
wood, and in Chicago probably not more 
than 2 per cent of the consumption is in 
wood, so that the reason which exists in 
the eastern territory which in a sense 
warrants the excess tariff on the fraction- 
al package, in no sense exists within the 
territory which your committee serves. 

Again, the use of the barrel is decreas- 
ing constantly, as the timber from which 
it is manufactured is disappearing, so 
that reasonably it is a matter of but com- 
paratively a short time until the wooden 
package will be entirely out of use. 

I would respectfully call your attention 
to the fact that the sack flour barrel in 
actual gross weight is 196 lbs, half barrel 
98 lbs, while the quarter barrel in the 
majority of cases is at 48 lbs, and the 
eighth barrel at 24 lbs. This, you under- 
stand, is gross, and not the net weight, 
that is the package and contents of a half- 
barrel sack weigh 98 lbs. 

It can not be argued that this change is 
for the purpose of more readily ascertain- 
ing the weight, since there is no commod- 
ity which you handle, upon which the 
weight is more readily arrived at. The 
millers are not selling their product in 
bulk to be put up at destination: it is put 
up at the mills, at the weight that it is to 
be sold in the market, therefore there is 
absolutely no danger that he will put into 
the sack more than the marked weight, 
and here at once is a positive safeguard to 
the carrier against fraud. 

Refusing packages less than 124¢ lbs: 
There is a measure of justice in the change 
proposed in this respect, although we 
would respectfully urge that your mini- 
mum weight be made 10 lbs, instead of 121¢ 
lbs, thus bringing the classification into 
conformity with the official classification, 
and enabling us to care for a very large 
and growing demand for a 10 and 12-lb 
package. Again, there are but very few 
packages 12 lbs and under which are 
shi in less than carloads; thus the ob- 
jection which might be raised to the small 
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peckage if handled in less than carloads 
S very generally eliminated. 

With these facts before you, gentlemen, 
we believe that your sense of justice to an 
industry which contributes so largely to 
the revenues of post roads, will show you 
the necessity of defeating the petitions 
for change in flour package classification. 

Vide: Western Classification No. 39, page 
24, items 33 and 34; and 13 and 34. 


Milwaukee 


Svecial Correspondence 


Flour dull at a decline of 10c for. the 
week, with millers offering on a basis of 
$4.55@4.75 for first patent in wood. All 
complain of extremely dull trade, buyers 
not inclined to make purchases, except 
for immediate wants. Clears, however, 
were in good demand and most of the 
mills are well sold ahead into January. 
More complaint was made regarding the 
scarcity of shipping directions, the ma- 
jority of mills having plenty of orders on 
the books, but directions are coming in 
very pede f Millers say these conditions 
pha probably exist until after the holi- 





ays. 
the car situation instead of improving, 
seems to be getting worse. Consideantls 
difficulty was experienced in obtaining 
eastern line cars. Export trade was ata 
standstill and no bookings were made, a 
few inquiries were received, but bids were 
from 1@2c out of line with this market. 
Two of the mills were down all the 
week and they will not resume operations 
until the middle of January, the flour 
production for the week showing a de- 
crease, being 40,920 bbls, against 43,800 in 
the preceding week, 27,894 in the same 
bang of 1904, 35,100 in 1908, and 36,600 in 


Kansas patent dropped 10c, falling in 
line with the other markets. The domes- 
tic trade was good and no difficulty was 
found in placing the output on basis $4.25 
wood. 

Rye flour declined 10c, with millers 
holding at $3.60@3.70 for fancy city brands 
in wood. Local and state trade bought 
freely at the decline but practically noth- 
ing was done with the eastern shipping 
trade. 

Millfeed was again strong, advancing 
50c, with bran and standard middlings 
holding firm at $15.50, rye middlings $16 
and barley feed $17, all in 200-lb sacks; 
flour middlings $17.50, and red-dog, $19@ 
19.50 in 100-lb sacks. The demand was ex- 
cellent and mills could not supply the 
wants of shippers. connery feed was 
strong and mills are well sold up for the 
first half. 

Foreigners were out of the market, not 
willing to pay the high prices obtained 
here for domestic use. A Milwaukee rep- 
resentative of one of the foreign houses, 
was instructed to sell back 700 tons of 
bran, contracted for December shipment, 
the shipper being unable to fill the sale in 
specified time. The trade was made satis- 
factory to both parties concerned. 

State trade was very good and in order 
to supply the demand for mixed cars with 
flour, some of the mills were obliged to 
buy feed in outside markets. 

Milling wheat was in excellent demand, 
and at the decline millers bought very 
freely of all choice grades, and godd sales 
were made to arrive. Receipts for the 
week were moderate, the bulk of which 
were choice. No. 1 northern brought 88@ 
88760, No. 2 84@86c and No. 8 spring 71@ 

2c. 


Car receipts of grain for the week were: 
wheat, 126; corn, 101; oats, 182; barley, 
446; rye, 56; and flaxseed, 7. 


NOTES 


W. N. Anderson, manager of the Star & 
Crescent Milling Co. of Chicago, was in 
Milwaukee on business Saturday. 

M. S. Mead was appointed agent of the 
Anchor Line, and assumed his duties last 
week. Mr. Mead fills the vacancy caused 
by the resignation of A. M. Millard. 


Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce mem- 
berships are now held at $400, the bid price 
being $350. Pit traders say that several 
large Chicago houses willsend their privi- 
lege business to Milwaukee. 


The Allis-Chalmers Co. began shipping 
machinery last week for Russell (Kansas) 
Milling Co.’s 300-bb] mill. Among orders 
received last week is one from P. M. 
Classeon, Moundridge, Kansas, for a 75- 
bb! mill. 

The Prinz & Rau Mfg. Co. reports the 
shipment of machinery to ashburn- 
Crosby Co., Buffalo, N. Y; Norton & Co., 
Lockport, Ill; G. W. Van Dusen & Co., 
Canby, Minn; and S. Stewart, Morris, 
Minn. 

George M. Hinkley, manager of the saw- 
mill department of the Allis-Chalmers 
Co., died last Thursday after a brief ill- 
ness. He leavesa wife, two sons and a 
daughter. His eldest son, George C. Hink- 
ley, is head miller of the Daisy Roller Mill 


of this city. 
H. N. WILSON, 
Milwaukee, Wis., Dec. 18. 
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St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 18, 1905 








Nothing developed during the past week 
to increase trade in flour and a majority of 
millers are of the opinion that while there 
will be a limited outlet for flour all the 
time, there is no hope for a good solid 
business until after the new year is fairly 
opened, when, it is thought, a lively trade 
will develop, as it is very evident that 
eastern dealers are not heavily loaded up 
just now as they almost invariably give 
instructions fo ship promptly with all the 

- orders they are sending along. 

Cable bids received during the week 
clearly indicate that foreign importers are 
willing to take on some round lots at 
prices not far below millers’ views. Just 
at this time exporting millers are not in 
a mood to do any speculating, and being 
confronted with a strong cash wheat mar- 
ket, are not going to take any chances on 
the present prospects of larger receipts, 
which may mean lower values. Some few 
lots of flour sold to Continental buyers the 
past few days, but the volume of trade is 
small], and in best grades mainly. 

Domestic buyers are not taking enough 
flour to keep the mills kgf The southern 
demand is the best and bids from that 
quarter are nearer the cost of manufacture, 
but in few instances could millers figure 
out a profit, consequently the week’s busi- 
ness was on a limited scale. 

The scant offerings of millfeed are alone 
responsible for the firmer feeling and slight 
advance in prices. Shippers showed no 
inclination to take hold and if they had, 
it is certain much higher prices would 
have ruled. The mills are not in position 
to supply beyond what is taken for local 
consumption and by their regular trade, 
as the quiet trade in flour does not war- 
rant their operation on full time; conse- 
quently-the production is curtailed. 

The cash wheat situation locally con- 
tinued strong and as has been expected 
for a while past, southeastern millers came 
in as buyers on a liberal scale. Besides 
taking fresh receipts they bought by grade 
in elevators for prompt shipment, as a 
rule paying the full market value at the 
time of purchasing. Local millers by rea- 
son of a poor outlet for flour were inactive 
as wheat buyers, only taking a few scatter- 
ing lots early in the week before country 
millers came in. 

The flour output of the St. Louis mills 
for the week ending Saturday, Dec. 16, 
was 18,300 bbls, against 28,200 the week be- 
fore. Outside mills, the prodcut of which 
is sold from St. Louis, made 29,000 bbls, 
compared with 31,400 the previous week. 


WHEAT CROP CONDITIONS 


The weather during the week while a 
little more severe was entirely seasonable. 
In all instances reports from the wheat 
growing country in this district go to 
show that the winter wheat plant is in 
splendid condition and promises better 
than in past years at the same season. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


J.L. Grigg, Sparta, Ill., treasurer of 
the Millers’ National Federation, spent 
last Wednesday in St. Louis. 


Robert S. Craig of R. Hunter Craig Co., 
Ltd., flour importers of Glasgow, Liver- 
pool and London, was a caller at this office 
last week. 


H. D. Yoder of the Kansas City (Mo.) 
Milling Co. spent last Wednesday in St. 
Louis, and during his stay engaged the 
services of John F. Morrissey for the Kan- 
sas City Milling Co. 

The south, and more particularly the 
state of Tennessee, was represented in St. 
Louis during the latter part of the week 
by E. M. Kelly, president of the Liberty 
Mills, Nashville, J. B. Lillie of Franklin 
and Joseph LeCompte of Lexington, Ky: 
Before the close of the week these gentle- 
men had made their presence known by 
the purchase of enough cash wheat* to 
cause speculators to wonder whether pres- 
ent prices are too high or too low. At 
any rate considerable of the local stock of 
soft wheat will be moved to the southeast- 
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ern mills, and it is said that the end is not 
yet. : 

President Otto L. Teichmann of the 
Merchants’ Exchange on next Wednesday 
will announce the day for holding the 
caucus for the nomination of officers of 
the exchange for the coming year. Itis 
quite vena | that the caucus will be held 
on Wednesday, Dec. 27. So far as can be 
learned there will be only one ticket, to be 
headed by Manley G. Richmond, who is 
now first vice-president, and undoubtedly 
John E. Geraghty, local representative of 
Chapin & Co., will be selected for the 
office of first-vice-president. It is quite 
likely that-a large number of-members 
will come out for directors, as is usual. 

The Merchants’ Exchange and the grain 
trade of St. Louis have lost one of the old- 
est members in the death of Captain 
Joseph S. Nanson who died in Nassau, 
Bahama Islands, last Thursday, where he 
had gone in hopes of recuperating his 
health. Captain Nanson has been identi- 
fied with the cash grain market in St. 
Louis for the past forty years, and wasa 
daily attendant on ’change during a great- 
er part of the time. He was 78 years of 
age atthe time of his death, and un- 
doubtedly had a wider acquaintance with 
grain shippers to the St. Louis market 


than anyone else. 
C. F. G. RAIKES. 





Southern Illinois Millers Meet 


The semi-annual meeting of the South- 
ern Illinois Millers’ Association was held 
at Sparta, Ill., Dec. 12. There was a good 
attendance, thirty-three members and vis- 
itors being present. The meeting was con- 
sidered one of the best ever held and the 
interest shown in the proceedings was re- 
markable. 

President A. J. Meek called the meeting 
to order at eleven o’clock in the morning, 
in the parlors of the Broadway hotel. He 
reviewed the work done since the last 
meeting and gave an account of the com- 
mittee’s audience, of which committee he 
was a member, with the governor of IIli- 
nois in behalf of a better grain inspection 
at East St. Louis. He said he believed in 
course of time the present poor system of 
inspection at that point would be made 
better. 

Mr. Meek then spoke about mill insur- 
ance and said he believed the time had 
come when some of the millers’ insurance 
companies should cease piling up large 
surplus funds. He said in some compa- 
nies the premiums paid in were each year 
four times greater than the losses and he 
could not see the object in accumulating 
such amounts. He said the millers them- 
selves had the right to look after these 
matters and he thought for their own bene- 
fit they ought to do so. 

He then spoke on the crop condition in 
the south, saying that owing to short 
crops in some sections merchants were 
asking for credit, but he urged the mem- 
bers to sell only on a cash basis. 

J. L. Grigg, secretary of the association, 
then read the minutes of the last meeting 
and the report of the executive committee. 
He then took 7” the question of differen- 
tials and said that owing to the great ad- 
vance in cotton, he thought it would be 
oan to change the present differen- 
tials. 

After some discussion it was decided to 
adopt the following differentials: 

98's cottons, 10c less than wood. 

48’s cottons, 5c less than wood. 

24’s cottons, same as wood. 

12's cottons, 10c more than wood. pe 

It was decided to send a copy of these 
differentials to the flour buyers through 
the south. 

It was also decided to continue the 
weekly reports from mills belonging to 
the association that the secretary sends 
out each week. 

A. J. Meek and J. L. Grigg were named 
as delegates to attend the delegate meet- 
ing of the Federation, which is to be held 
in Chicago next April. 

A discussion on patent flour—as to 
whether it would not be possible to create 
a standard patent—then took place. H. C. 
Cole of Chester said so far as he could 
understand the definition of patent flour 
it was any flour that was in a sack 
marked patent. 

The bleaching of flour was the next sub- 


ject. Edward ‘Schaaf of St. Mary’s, Mo., 
said he understood that if the bleaching 
gas were passed through the wheat it 
would destroy weevil and if this were the 
case, he thought it would benefit millers 
to a great extent. 

One member asked if any one had kept 
flour any length of time after it had been 
bleached and, if so, what was the effect. 
E. F. Schoening of Columbia, III., said he 
had some flour that had been bleached 
over two years ago and it was in perfect 
condition. 

S. J. McTiernan of the Huntley Mfg. 
Co. of Silver Creek, N. Y., gave an, inter- 
esting talk on a machine his company 
pas out for taking onions out of wheat. 

e thought millers in this section would 
do well to see that wheat was cleaned be- 
fore buying it from farmers and in this 
way they would pay only for the clean 
wheat and not for the dirt. He said this 
— was generally used in the north- 
west. 

A representative of the Minneapolis 
Steel & Machinery Co. then described a 
system of purification for flour and read 
a paper relating to the new machines that 
were being placed on the market by the 
company he represented. The next annual 
meeting will be held in June at Cairo, IIl., 
this place being proposed by P. H. Hisen- 
mayer of Murphysboro. The meeting 
then adjourned. 

An excellent dinner was served at the 
Broadway hotel. 

Those present were: P. E. Sauer, Evans- 
ville; A. G. Neuling, Ellis Grove; P. H. 
Eisenmayer, Murphysboro; C. Kretsch- 
mar, E. W. Gould, L. A. Getaz, St. Louis; 
A. J. Meek, Marissa; R. H. Lawrence, 
Cobden; H. C. Cole,. Chester, Ill; E. F. 
Schoening, Columbia; F. H. Essmueller, 
St. Louis; H. E. Gilster, Chester; Henry 
Schurmann, Germantown; S. J. McTier- 
nan, Silver Creek, N. Y; C. F. G. Raikes, 
St. Louis; B. H. Heiman, Aviston; F. D. 
Fusz, St. Louis; T. B. Morton, F. W. 
Seele, St. Louis; W. E. Meek, Marissa; 
Julius Hahn, Percy; F. K. Ford, Benton; 
H. C. Curtis, Carbondale; Patrick Long, 
R. Och, Marissa; J. L. Grigg, Sparta; 
William Bruchauser, Anna; Edw. Schaaf, 
St. Mary’s, Mo; F. E. Eichler, St. Louis; 
Joseph Ismert, Pinckneyville; S. E. Grigg, 
S. E. Grigg, Jr., Sparta. 


C. F. G. RAIKEs. 





_ Louisville 
Special Correspondence 


‘Tf there has been any change in the 
Louisville milling situation in the past 
week,’’ said a leading miller, ‘‘it has been 
a tendency to greater dullness. The mar- 
ket is absolutely inactive and we are sell- 
ing at an actual loss. Wheat is held tight- 
er and tighter and with the price around 
92c it isn’t possible for us to sell at a 
profit.’’ 

Millers have given up hope of the holi- 
days bringing a betterment in trade con- 
ditions and now look forward to the mid- 
die of January or the first of February as 
the earliest period when relief is possible. 
With the closing down of the smaller 
plants, orders ought to pick up and then, 
too, Louisville handlers are positive that 
the holders of wheat will eventually have 
to turn loose at a smaller figure than at 
present. 

The corn mills have the same runing 4 of 
lifeless business to tell: Their orders have 
been a little better than those for flour, 
but the market is by no means in satisfac- 
tory shape. Then, too, the small corn 
mills over the state will not close down 
until March, which means that there is a 
long wait ahead for the Louisville mills 
before business reaches the normal again. 
New corn is available in small quantities 
at 47c and the old at 55c. 

The holidays have brought about a little 
leg activity in meal, and feeds asa rule 
-have been in fair demand. Oats and rye 
are quoted at 35c and 75c, respectively. 


NOTES 


Cooks’ mill, near Cadiz, Ky., burned last 
week, entailing a loss of $7,000 with no in- 
surance. 


Receipts and shipments of flour the past 
week were 3,987 and 17,633 bbls, as com- 
pared with 3,575 and 13,309 bbls for the 
same week of 1904. Receipts and ship- 
ments of corn, 160,502 and 138,340 bus, as 
compared with 168,019 and 131,220 bus: 
oats, 67,880 and 31,695 bus, as com 
with 27,800 and 67,885; rye, 22,150 and 21,- 
710, as compared with 31,195 and 20,590 
bus; wheat, 114,650 and 21,800 bus, as com- 
pared with 67,565 and 4,200 bus. 


The executive committee of the south- 
eastern pereny 4 9 valley freight associa- 
tion will meet this week in Louisville to 
discuss the grain rate qeexens recently or- 
dered by the central freight association, 
affecting grain shipments from Illinois to 
Louisville and Cincinnati. This is the 
first meeting since the new rates were an- 
nounced and action of some importance 
may be the result. It is the announced 
purpose of the committee to consider the 
grain situation generality in the southeast- 
ern territory. The order of the central 
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freight association brought into effect 
an increase of two cents in the rate to 
Louisville and Cincinnati over the rate to 
Cairo and the effect of the new arranye- 
ment will be discussed by the traffic men. 


I. M. Harcourt. 
Louisville, Ky., Dec. 18. 


New Orleans 


Special Correspondence 

Business this week in flour was dull and 
unsatisfactory. Prices are down 5@15c on 
all grades. Northwest mills are aski.g 
$4.40@4.50 for patents, with one or two 
brands offered at $4.30 in cotton for iz- 
mediate shipment. 

Kansas flours weakened and can now be 
had for $4.10@4.30 in cotton for patenis. 
December and January shipment. S«/t 
wheat goods are dull; mills are askiig 
$4.50@4.65 for patents. Local quotations 
today per barrel of 196 lbs in 98-lb cotton 
or 140-lb jute bags, follow: 

Hard sprin WORGR i, so hnceseundine D4 


lears 
Hard winter patents . 








Straights............ 8.80@ "95 
FREER re rrr ore 2.95@:!.10 
Soft winter patents................00.. 4.60@:.80 
SSOPOISTIG 6 isin ip cist wudcapeeaessens 4.006 4.20 
ONG vin cide Sth adeakevadene teens Not waned 


Millfeed is firm, with offerings oniy 
fair. Demand picked up considerably and 
a fair amount of business was done 
throughout the week. Illinois mills «ve 
asking 90@91c per 100 lbs for bran in }:)0- 
lb bags; hard wheat mills are quoting .t 
1@2c per 100 Ibs less. Local quotati::s 
follow: soft wheat bran, 92@98c; hard 
wheat bran, 90@92c; middlings, 95@:' 

Oats continue firm with offerings lig: 
from the country, owing to scarcity «! 
cars. The demand was active througho:: 
the week and stocks on hand are low. 
Quotations (local basis) follow: N« 
mixed, 34%@35lg¢c; No. 3 mixed, 34 
34%c; No. 2 white, 38614@36%{c; No. 3 
white, 36@361¢c. 

Corn is firm and shows no materia 
change from last week’s close. Exporic: 
are bidding equal to 4914@498/e for mix: 
corn, December loading, f.o.b. ship; fi: 
aon of January loading quoted at 1@! 
ess. 

Stocks in export elevators Dec. |) 
amounted to 227,000 bus of wheat, 1,828 
000 bus of corn, 172,000 bus of oats ani 
110,000 bus of barley. 

Exports were 12,000 bus of wheat, 28, (0 
bus of barley and 544,285 bus of corn 
Receipts amounted to 56 cars of hard 
wheat, 2 cars of macaroni wheat, 18 cars 
of oats, 64 cars of barley and 1,319 cars of 


corn. 
H. T. LAWLER, JR 
New Orleans, La., Dec. 16. 


Nebraska 


Special Correspondence 


The flour situation changed slightly 
from last week. Local dealers report on! 
a fair demand, and look for a much light- 
er business as the end of the year ap 
fronenes, Mills in Nebraska are runniny 
ight, and retailers are backward about 
laying in stocks. The relative values iu 
wheat in Omaha, Kansas City, Omaha and 
Minneapolis indicate that the markets in 
the southwest are on a very favorabl 
basis. 

Last week brought a large increase i: 
corn receipts, but the grade was almos' 
uniformly low, and that fact, together wit! 
the drop in price, made the market dull. 
The corn prices were 1c below those 0! 
the ‘week before. Very little wheat w# 
received, but values were good, with o:: 
sale of No. 2 northern at 80/<c. 


NOTES 


Thomas C. Brunner, a pioneer mill ms 
of Omaha, has just been removed to bhi 
home after having submitted to an ope: 
tion for his eyes. Mr. Brunner has be: 
unable to attend to any business in t!: 
last three months, and expects to be co! 
fined for some time. 

The rate situation cleared to some ¢* 
tent last week, when the Milwauk«: 
agreed to withdraw its new export rat 

ere were rumors Saturday of a new cu 
but this proved unfounded. The advan 
in tariffs Jan. 1 is the only change n°~ 
visible on the rate horizon. This is © 
principal cause of the good movement 
corn. 

The car shortage continues acute, a\' 
bodes trouble in the coming few week~ 
Already Omaha roads are admitting thei: 
inability to furnish cars, a condition 
which is well attested by the fact that ob 
roads even refused merchandise for the 
west. The elevator lines whose office's 
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‘are here state that their houses are simp'y 


stuffed, << bg only an occasional car |5 
delivered to them. Gianmons, RAGAY. 
Omaha, Dec. 18. 


The crop of beans in Great Britain thi is 
ho gt > tie bus, compared with 5,8-’, 
n 1904. 
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Flour trade is very slow indeed. Mills 
‘eport that al] correspondence with buyers 
ndicates that they are looking for lower 
»rices and are holding off on this market. 
(he trade seems not to be as well supplied 
vith flour as was believed, and shipping 
lirections are rather better. But buyers, 
n general, are not disposed to buy any 
nore goods than to cover immediate 
ieeds, and the trade is, as a consequence, 
iull and flat. 

Flour values are not firmly held. With 
‘Id business pretty well cleaned up, mills 
vould like to dispose of flour, and in in- 
erior Kansas the better movement of 
vheat adds incentive to this desire. Asa 
esult, offerings are made at concessions 
n price. It is probable that much flour 
ould be had from Kansas: mills on the 
vasis of $3.50 in jute for straights, prompt 
hipment, round lots, sight-draft terms. 
sales to the east are figured about on this 


hasis. 

For middle states domestic trade, prices 
ire fairly well maintained on basis of $3.90 
it the Missouri river for 95 per cent flour; 
iatents 20c higher. Not much concession 
s made from this in such territory as 
owa, Illinois and Indiana. Offerings b 
pring wheat mills offer severe competi- 
‘ion in these markets. 

New York and large eastern markets are 
ot wanting flour save at lowest possible 
mill prices. A little flour has been sold as 
ow as $4.05 to $4.10, net New York in 
utes, but generally mills are holding 5c 
o 10c higher than this. 

The cash wheat market is a trifle lower 
on the week. Country movement is re- 
ported improved and buying by country 
mills is rather lighter. 

Feed is in good demand at higher prices. 

Mills are running on an average for the 
outhwest little better than half time. 
Chere is little prospect of any increase in 
output until there is material revival in 
trade, judging from present outlook, not 
antil after the holidays. The output of 
Kansas City mills for the week was 35,400 
bbls, as compared with 388,500 the week 
previous, and 30,700 a year ago. 


GRAND JURY INDICTS FIFTEEN 


Fifteen indictments for violation of the 

iilkins law and for conspiracy were re- 
turned by the federal jury last Thursday, 
ifter a session of ten days. Six of the in- 
lictments are against packers, three 
igainst railways, three against officials of 
ailways, and three against freight brok- 
ers. 

The indictments of chief interest to 
millers are those found against the Mil- 
waukee road and against D. H. Kresky, 
the latter a millers’ agent in Kansas City. 
Both indictments are reported to have 
been returned on evidence in connection 
with flour shipments made by the Howard 
Mills Co., Wichita, Kansas. 

_ Inthe Kresky indictment, ananeting to 
information made  ggenen Kresky, actin 
as agent for the mill company, is alleg 
to have had flour billed into Kansas City 
and subsequently billed it out over an- 
other line under export bill of lading. The 
name of a Kansas City mill was used as 
consignee and as shipper. After being 
billed out on export rates, the flour is al- 
‘eged to have been applied to domestic use, 
the export bills being subsequently taken 
up by connecting lines and domestic lad- 
ings issued in their stead. The amount of 
flourso handled for the account of the 
shipper named is not known, but a con- 
siderable amount is said to have been han- 
dled through Kansas wae in this way. 

The indictment found against the Mil- 
waukee road was of similar character. 
I'he road is alleged to have accepted flour 
shipped by the Howard Mills Co., to have 
taken it on export bill of lading to Chicago 
and turned it over to the Nickel Plate. 
lhe export bills of lading are alleged to 
have been subsequently taken up and the 
flour billed domestic rate to New York. 
The saving by such a trasaction would 
have been about 4c, being the difference 
between the western line proportion of 
the domestic and the export rate. The 
arrangements in this instance are also said 
to have been made by D. H. Kresky, who 
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was the agent of the Howard Mills Co. 
Kresky’s business was to look after the 
routing of flour, making what saving he 
could to mills and such others as cared to 
employ him. He usually made a monthly 
charge, varying from $5 to $15, for the 
service. 

No indictments save these were returned 
by the grand jury in connection with flour 
shipments. Three or four local shippers 
were summoned to testify before the jury, 
but none of the testimony supposed to 
ee given was echoed in the indict- 
ments. 


HOWARD THE STAR WITNESS 


In two of the indictments for violation 
of the law in connection with flour ship- 
ments here last week, the Howard Mills 
Co. of Wichita, Kansas, was the shipper. 
In both cases, it = that the shipper 
is the only one who could have profited 
through the transactions. 

From all information available to the 

ublic, J. E. Howard, part owner of the 

oward Mills Co., and, until a few months 
ago, its manager, was the star witness be- 
fore the grand jury and furnished the bulk 
of evidence on which the indictments were 
found. It is frequently stated here that 
J. E. Howard voluntarily testified before 
the jury. If the shipper participated in 
the alleged conspiracy against the law, he 
is protected by reason of having supplied 
the evidence. The Howard Mills Co. is the 
first and only cag concern to be ac- 
cused of accepting illegally made rates in 
the present investigation. 

E. Howard is vice-chairman of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the Interstate Com- 
merce Law Convention. At the recent 
Bacon meeting in Chicago he was on the 
credentials committee of the convention 
and was instrumental in refusing admis- 
sion to delegates who would not pledge 
themselves to accept certain limitations in 
regard to their speech and action in the 
convention. Howard has been for many 

ears most active and energetic in favor- 

ng giving additional powers to the inter- 

state commerce cummission looking to the 
prevention of rate cutting and the giving 
of secret concessions and rebates. From 
what appears to be his own testimony, a 
company in which he is interested seems 
not to have been averse to accept whatever 
favors were to be had, or to engage an 
agent to seek them for it. The agent and 
the railroad are now under indictment for 
violation of law, and Howard was an im- 
portant witness before the grand jury 
which found the indictments. 


KANSAS GRAIN RATES REDUCED 


The Kansas board of railrcad commis- 
sioners last week ordered a parallel reduc- 
tio of 5 per cent on all grain rates within 
the state. The order of the board was 
made at the close of a three-day hearing 
on the petition of grain shippers for lower 
rates. It became effective immediately. 
The reduction is estimated to mean a cut- 
ting of 2 per cent in the gross earnings of 
Kansas roads, 40 per cent of whose freight 
business is in grain. 

The petition for reduction was made by 
Carr W. Taylor, attorney for the board, on 
behalf of certain complainant grain ship- 
pers of western Kansas. The railroads 
made a hard fight against the granting of 
the petition and were assisted in this by 
an important group of millers who main- 
tained that the existing tariffs were satis- 
paca A to them and that enforced reduc- 
tions in rates would, they feared, result 
in a withdrawal by the railroads of mill- 
ing-in-transit privileges. 

The chairman of the board, in announc- 
ing its decision, stated that no heed was 
ae to this ae planed and that the board 

ad been guided entirely by evidence show- 
ing that local grain rates in other western 
states were uniformly lower than those 
charged in Kansas. It was also announced 
that the chairman, George W. Wheatley, 
dissented from the board’s order and fa- 
vored a reduction of not less than 15 per 
cent in the rates. 

Just what effect the reduction will have 
other than in lowering the rates can not 
yet be determined; the railroads have stat- 


_ed that the order would eventually be fol- 


lowed by withdrawal of all milling-in- 
transit arrangements, but there is room 
for doubt astothis being done. Sucha 
course would be a hard blow to the busi- 
ness of milling in Kansas. 

The railways maintain that the milling- 
in-transit rate is essentially a concession, 


but it is not impossible that it may be 
shown to be so established that the board 
and the courts will protect its use to mill- 
ers. At the same time, the existing friend- 
ly relations between Kansas millers and 
the carriers may deter the railway officials 
from taking the threatened action. 
Meanwhile, it is announced that the in- 
dependent grain dealers will file a new 
petition seeking further reductions in 
grain rates and the adjustment of in- 
equalities between various points. 


FRASER-MATHER CO. GETS CONTRACT 


The Fraser-Mather Co. of Milwaukee, 
has been given the order for ten of the 
largest-size Fraser bolters to be placed in 
the new mill of the Wyandotte Milling Co., 
now under construction here by the Stand- 
ard Milling Co. The order was placed last 
week in Milwaukee. This is among the 
first equipment orders placed for the new 
mill. The mill will contain 40 stands of 
10x30 rolls and will have a capacity of 
2,000 bbls. 


OBJECT TO WHEAT INSPECTION 


At the meeting of hard winter wheat 
millers held here last Monday, serious ob- 
jection was made to the grain-inspection 
methods in the southwest and especially 
to the inspection rules in Missouri. Under 
the Kansas rules, wheat that has been 
scoured or clipped can not be graded No. 
2, but mixed and scoured wheat can be 
and is inspected No. 2 in Missouri. 

In addition to appointing a committee 
to endeavor to secure amendments to the 
Missouri inspection rules, the meeting re- 
commended that millers refrain from buy- 
ing wheat on — grades and buy 
only by sample. It was shown that buy- 
ing on grade had nota little todo with 
maintaining high-cash prices at terminal 
markets. Elevators buy Nos. 2, 3 and 4 
wheat, scour and blend it and sell it to 
millers on inspection grade. The prices re- 
ceived enable them to pay stiff prices for 
the better wheat and hold up cash values, 
while the mill buyers could secure better 
wheat at relatively lower cost if they 
bought their own Nos. 2, 3 and 4 and com- 
pounded their own milling mixture. 

Some Kansas millers complained that 
the Kansas rules against scoured wheat 
grading No.2 were not exactly enforced in 
certain towns and declared their intention 
of appealing to the chief inspector in fu- 
ture instances of lax interpretation of 
grades by his deputies. 


KANSAS FINAL WHEAT REPORT 


Secretary Coburn of the Kansas depart- 
ment of agriculture last week issued his 
final statement on crops produced in 1905. 
The report indicates that the year was the 
most fruitful in the state’s history, the to- 
tal value of farm crops and live stock be- 
ing more than 400 million dollars. The 
value of wheat raised is greater than in 
any other year. Regarding wheat the re- 
port says: 

The total yield of wheat, winter and 
spring, of superb quality, was 77,178,177 
bus; this is over 12 million bushels, or 18.4 
per cent, more than the output of 1904; 
sixty-two per cent greater than the annual 
average for the past twenty years, and is 
the fourth largest crop produced by Kan- 
sas. Its home value is given as $53,871,624, 
showing it to be the greatest income- 
bringing wheat crop ever raised in the 
state, nearly 4.8 per cent greater in value 
than the 1904 crop, and $1,445,269 more than 
the returns from the crop of 1903, which 
heretofore held the record for highest ag- 
gregate value. 

That the Kansas wheat-farmer has been 
particularly prospered in recent years can 
well be concluded from the fact that in the 
past five, ending with 1905, Kansas raised 
two wheat crops of over 90 million bushels 
each, and one of over 77 million, one of 
over 65 million and one of about 55 mil- 
lion, aggregating 381,344,039 bus in the five 
years. Of this year’s crop 1,335,518 bus is 
of spring wheat, a considerably larger 
quantity than is ordinarily produced, and 
its value is given as $783,974. Of winter 
wheat the area sown, as returned by asses- 
sors in March, was 5,835,237 acres. The 
largest yields per acre this year were in the 
eastern counties, in fifteen of which they 
ranged from 20 to 27 bus, Lyon and Coffey 
reporting the latter. ; 

orrespondents of the department report 
5,900,000 acres sown to wheat this fall, an 
increase of 64,723 over last year, which 
makes the present average condition 80.4. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


H. S. Bozeman, representative of the 
Electric Catalytic Air Co., is in town on a 
brief visit to relatives. He ison his wa 
to Guthrie from a six weeks’ trip throug 
the northwest, and reports a most satisfac- 
tory trip. He effected sales to several im- 
portant spring wheat mills. 


William Williamson, senior partner in 
the firm of F. L. Williamson & Co., Clay 
Center, Kansas, is il] at his home in Gales- 
burg, Ill. Mr. Williamson is past seventy 
and has not been in robust health for sev- 
eral months. He has never had any active 
hand in the management of the property 
at Clay Center, of which his son, F. L. 
Williamson, is sole manager. 
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The millers of Oklahoma met at Okla- 
homa City Wednesday of last week. About 
fifty millers from every part of the terri- 
tory were in attendance. Discussion was 
largely regarding matters of local inter- 
est, especially in connection with the 
wheat supply and the relatively high cash 
prices obtaining. Those present reported 
oie crop in generally satisfactory condi- 

on. 

Complaint was made before the Kansas 
state board of charities last week that 
Kansas millers had divided their local ter- 
ritory into three districts and were re- 
stricting eg pe among themselves 
to the extent that millers in one part of 
the state were not selling into the terri- 
tory claimed by other millers. The mill- 
ers themselves would be glad to receive 
further particulars since it is possible that 
a valuable plan may be worked out from 
this timely hint. 

4 R. E. STERLING. 





Tennessee 


Special Correspondence 


Millers report a more active movement 
during the past week than heretofore. The 
wheat market has strengthened and flour 
values are firmer, though quotations are 
unchanged. Mill B of the Liberty system 
was started up during the week and it is 
now being run on half time while mill A 
of the same company is run night and day. 
Other mills in this section are all running 
on full] time and al] report the sale of out- 
put, with a lot of stuff sold on contract. 
The Liberty Mills sold to Cuba during the 
week 500 bbls of flour and this constituted 
the total of foreign business. 

Best patent flour is quoted at $4.75; 
choice, $3.25, with the usual differentials 
for intermediate grades. These prices ap- 
ply to flour in wood. In cotton sacks a re- 
duction of 15c is made per barrel for ship- 
ment. 

The wheat market is firm and stocks of 
good No. 2 milling are scarce. Receipts 
are just about equal to local demands. 
Quotations are: for wagon, 94@95c; local 
car, 96@97c; western with milling-in-tran- 
sit privileges, 98@99c. There is no wagon 
and very little local car wheat passing and 
mills are dependent almost wholly upon 
the western offerings for their supplies. 

The growing crop reports are of the 
most favorable nature and the indications 
are that the southeast is going to produce 
the largest crop for some years. 

Receipts of corn continue in volume 
sufficient to meet all demands of the mills 
and feeders. Receipts are principally from 
the west but there isa good lot of local 
coming in by wagon and boat. Millers 
have no difficulty in securing all the 
stocks they need for grinding purposes and 
the quality is very good. Prices range 
around 50c, mixed No. 3, 48@48!¢c; while 
good white milling brings 49@50c. 

Corn goods are dull as a general rule 
but meal showed some little improvement 
in movement. Grits are very sluggish. 
Prices are: bolted meal, $1.17 per 100 lbs; 
pears meal, $1.25; grits, $1.25, f.0.b. Nash- 
ville. 

The mills have taken a lot of orders 
for bran and movement will continue good 
from now on. The demand comes mostly 
from the southeast. Middlings are in fair 
demand and mills have caught up with 
orders. They are still oversold on hominy 
feed and are not making any effort to place 
any more orders. Prices are: bran per ton 
f.o.b. Nashville, $17.50; middlings, $20.50; 
hominy feed, $20. 


NOTES 


Dr. W. T. Lawler’s granary burned at 
Martin afew days ago. His loss is esti- 
mated at $10,000, with $5,725 insurance. 

W. C. Allen, manager of the Gurley 
Flouring Mill at Huntsville, Ala., bas in- 
vented a new grain elevator which unloads 
grain from wagons by a suction pipe. 

The report of the Nashville Grain Ex- 
change for the week shows stock on hand 
as follows: wheat, 271,645 bus; corn, 230,- 
050; oats, 295,250; barley, 40,600; rye, 
8,000; flour, 11,775 bbls. 

Cook’s Flour Mill on Muddy Fork, near 
Cadiz, Ky., owned by Smull & Adams, 
burned Friday night. The mill and gran- 
ary anda lot of wheat were destroyed, 
entailing a loss of $6,000. 

A charter has been granted the Gillette- 
Hardison Grain Co. of Davidson county, 
capitalized at $15,000. The incorporators 
are F. E. Gillette, Jr., Allen Hardison, D. 
= Bearden, A. D. Knox and Avery Hand- 
ey. 

The sale of the Emory River Mills at 
Harriman to W. J. Griffin at the advanced 
price of $17,525, has been confirmed. Mr. 
Griffin bid the mill off for $10,000 at a re- 
ceiver’s sale some months ago and the last 
sale was under advanced bids. 

Nashville, Dec. 18 J. B. CLARK. 





Excelsior Mill Co., Yankton, S. D: Good 
demand for millfeed at higher prices. 
ame for corn and corn. products. Flour is 
quiet. 
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Fire has completely destroyed some 
large flour mills, called the Rono Mills at 
Bellevue, near Marseilles, France. 


Christmas Day is observed as a holiday 
throughout the United Kingdom, and in 
England and Ireland Dee. 26 is also a holi- 
day, the banks and all business houses re- 
maining closed. In Scotland, Jan. 1, New 
Year’s Day, isa holiday but not in Eng- 
land and Ireland. 

The Northwestern Miller has received 
requests from millers to furnish the names 
of importers who are in the market for 
flour made from ‘‘durum’”’ or macaroni 
wheat, and firms interested, should write 
aaa office of the Northwestern 

iller. 


It is a noticeable fact that a large num- 
ber of United Kingdom and Contineutal 
importers are this season seeking oatmeal 
connections with mills in Canada. The 
Canadian mills are independents, and not 
only do they make excellent goods, but 
they are frequently in the market with 
prices that permit agents to do a good 
business. 

During the last week there have been 
great political changes in this country. 
The government has resigned and Sir 
Henry Campbell-Bannerman, the leader of 
the opposition, has been appointed prime 
minister by the King and entrusted with 
the task of forming a new administration. 
Mr. Balfour, the late prime minister, 
tendered his resignation on Dec. 4, and it 
is expected that the transfer of seals will 
be completed by Dec. 8. In all probability 
the new prime minister will advise the 
King to dissolve parliament at once. and 
that a general election will take place 
early in the new year. 


LONDON MARKETS 


The market is decidedly quiet and it can 
not be said that four has improved. On 
the other hand, it would not be correct to 
talk of aslump. All that can be said is 
this, that there is very little desire for 
business in any quarter of the market and 
that the tendency of flour is, with few ex- 
ceptions, downward, rather than upward. 
It is true that since the rally at Chicago 
prices have nominally advanced, but it is 
not much good writing the market up, or, 
for that matter, asking for more money, 
when there is little disposition to do any 
business at all. 

Many reasons might be advanced for the 
prevailing apathy on the part of buyers, 
but, generally speaking, the facts that with 
revolution rampant in every part of Rus- 
sia, that country continues to ship wheat 
with tolerable freedom, and that the Ar- 
gentine seems in a fair way again to dis- 
pose of a big surplus, make buyers ex- 
tremely cautious. . 

Other and very effective causes are con- 
nected with the present condition of what 
is called here the out-of-doors trade, in 
other words, retail trade with bakers. The 
latter traders have clearly filled up for 
some time—till the end of the year or be- 
yond it. 

It is not that bakers in this city have 
large stocks on hand; their limited stor- 
age room precludes that, but a baker here 
can buy in a tolerably large way and get 
his flour delivered as he wants it. In oth- 
er words, he takes it in as he likes. 


It is easy to see what an opportunity this: 


gives millers in this city whenever the 
market makes an unmistakable jump, and 
bakers happen to be low in stock, or rath- 
er to be free to purchase. The miller be- 
ing well-covered as regards his wheat, can 
afford at such time to sell at what he calls 
the old price. This is just what happened 
a few weeks ago, when the first shock of 
the Russian troubles sent the market 
shooting up. h 
The great majority of the bakers in this 
city then filled themselves up, and such 
men are relatively well off, as they afte 
provided with flour weeks ahead at prices 
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well below the level of today. It may be 
easily understood how difficult business in 
London is just now with bakers; even 
millers hereabout are finding it tough 
work to do any fresh business, which alone 
— be a sure sign of recent heavy buy- 
ng. 
STRONG FLOUR NEEDED 


Foreign and especially American flour 
is not exactly in the same position as Lon- 
don-made flour. It is a different article 
and is bought under different conditions. 
In a general way there should be a good 
demand for American, and especially for 
spring wheat flour just now, because there 
is weld of weak flour in London which 
bakers could use if they had only some 
strong flour such as Minnesota patents to 
mix with it. 

There is no doubt that within the last 
two weeks a good deal of American flour 
has gone into bakers’ shops in this city, 
and from all one can learn the favorable 
impression which the first arrivals of the 
new spring wheat flour created here has 
been confirmed. This, of course, is speak- 
ing in a general way because, though 
much spring wheat flour has been deliv- 
ered, it is yet rather early to get anything 
like a full report from the baking trade. 
The only thing that can militate against 
the sale of spring wheat flour is the price, 
which many bakers think too high. 


PRICES CONSIDERED HIGH 


With regard to this point it is difficult 
to see how any baker who has any call for 
strong flour can grumble at paying 27s 6d 
per sack delivered, and by all accounts a 
good deal of first-class Minneapolis flour 
has already gone into bakeries at that fig- 
ure. 

One would expect to hear of still lower 
prices being taken, because the seuceney 
to shade top spring wheat patents whic 
was so marked last week was further ac- 
centuated on Monday, and though today 
holders seem more firm, one still hears of 
sales of first-classspring wheat patents at 
very low prices. ; 

It may be noted that since new spring 
wheat flour began to be sold here, that is 
to say since August last, there has been a 
good deal of irregularity in American mill 
prices. Hence there isa good deal of ir- 
regularity in the prices at which factors 
in this — have bought of importers. 
This irregularity is no doubt reflected to 
some extent inthe prices at which flour 
has been sold to bakers. But ina general 
way bakers are very quick at getting to 
know the price of the hour, and at that 
price a jobbing factor is compelled to sell, 
if he would do any business. 

Talking of top spring patents, the prices 
of last week might be repeated, that is to 
say; 26s 3d ex-ship, 26s 9d ex-store, and I 
believe there are importers here willing to 
sell leading Minneapolis patents on that 
basis right up to February next. But 
there is no question as to these figures, 
reasonable as they arein view of American 
mill prices, having been recently shaded. 

On Monday [heard of sales of first-class 
spring wheat patents at 26s 6d ex-store, 
and even as low as 26s 3d. Asto whether 
such concessions could have been obtained 
today opinions differ, but I should say it 
would have been more difficult for a buyer 
to get in at any such price today than was 
the case on Monday. 


CANADIAN PATENTS IN FAVOUR 


Canadian top spring wheat patents, or, 
as they are often called here, Manitoba pat- 
ents, are now on this market, and seem to 
find some favor. Canadian mills in the 
spring wheat districts are by no means- 
unreasonable in their ideas, the price rang- 
ing around 25s 6d c.i.f., the ex-store 
equivalent of which should be 26s 6d. 

Some of these Manitoba patents are ex- 
cellent value, but Canadian spring wheat 
flour is apt to san? for some reason or an- 
other. Some of the finest Manitoba pat- 
ents which have been handled in this mar- 
ket within the past two years have come 
from much farther west than Manitoba, 
from small mills in Alberta, and those 
regions. This is not an Irish bull because 
it must be remembered that generically 
we term all Canadian spring wheat flours 
Manitobas. 


OTHER SORTS 


Spring wheat clears are still extremely 
scarce on the spot, and ordinary Minneso- 
ta firsts are held at 21s 834@21s 6d ex-ship. 





Kansas ‘*‘good’’ patents do not seem so 
much in evidence as they were last week 
or so, and today~such marks are worth 
about 26s ex-store. Kansas mill prices 
have distinctly hardened within the past 
— running in some cases as high as 26s 
c.i.f. 

London-milled flour is still at the same 
rg as last week, nominally at pos rate; 

ut one hears now and again of salesmen 
making concessions to the extent of three- 
pence and this is doubtless due to the diffi- 
culty just now in doing fresh business. 
Most of the mills in this city are busy 
enough, as previously explained, working 
on old orders, but that may not be the case 
with every mill, and probably is not. 

oday the best households are worth 
about 25s 6d delivered to the baker, while 
patents would come at 8s more. These, it 
must be remembered, are leading marks. 
The best London mills have a first and 
second pag For instance, one P pa 
nent miller in this city sellsa second grade 
of households at 2s less money than the 
first, and sometimes the second grade is 
uncommonly good value. But there are 
other mills which make a sort of second 
quality of households and let it go as first. 
At any rate it is their first quality. Nat- 
urally such flour does not fetch anything 
like the price of the more noted brands. 
Hence in giving London prices it is impos- 
sible to give an exact idea unless the name 
of the mill is quoted. 

English were flour is steady but is 
very dull. So far country millers and 
their factors do not seem to have derived 
much benefit from the arrival here of 
American spring wheat flour. But at this 
period of the year business with bakers is 
usually slack. 

Australians are getting into rather small 
compass, but prices are no higher than last 
week. No business has yet been transacted 


in new crop flour, or at least no business 


to speak of. 

Hungarians are unaltered, and though 
they move very slowly, prices are firm, 
good marks being held at 3ls 6d ex-store. 

ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 

The following table shows entries of for- 
eign flour into London for the past two 
weeks, with the respective countries of 
origin, in sacks of 280 lbs: Dec. 1 Nov. 24 
United States (Atlantic ports).... 21,872 54,742 
Canada Seaeecnu 









Y 3,665 
Re 1,813 400 
Belgium . 525 450 
SON 9 6. 6:nds:ccrac'vn'se shetwe coneebad 50 160 
EOMEM SS <n co ebiecelabesey'sc adh Coeesahnes 16 177 
EE TR rene a a 
Austria Hungary.............ssee08 eons 
SODORIINE 6 15.5 6b ccs keivceee eck cea cnenat tas 80 
MIG haa sein vcccavehusamanaene 27,277 61,604 


AVERAGE WEEKLY RECEIPTS 


Average weekly London receipts for 
four weeks ending: 


Dec.1 Nov.3 Oct. 6 
Foreign wheat* ........ 53,491 58,655 68,619 
British wheatt ......... 3,266 1,959 4,832 
Foreign J a 33,571 29,414 13,207 
Forei’n and British flo’r¢ 64,784 55,689 52,231 


*Qrs (480 lbs.) tQrs (504 lbs.) ¢Sacks (280 lbs.) 
MONEY MARKET, DEC. 5 


There was a strong demand for money 
the latter part of last week, as is usual at 
the turn of the month, but the market 
was sufficiently well supplied with funds 
to meet all requirements without recourse 
to the Bank of England. The tone of the 
market at present is easy, as supplies have 
been increased by the return of the Jap- 
anese Loan application money, and loans 
over the night could be easily obtained at 
2 per cent. 

he Japanese Loan was subscribed for 
from 20 to 30 times over, but despite this 
great success Japanese bonds were occa- 
sionally a trifle lower during the week. 
Owing to rumors that the banks at St. 
Petersburg and Moscow were refusing to 
accept paper money except at a heavy dis- 
count, Russian bonds fell several points 
but these rumors being unconfirmed and 
a calmer view being taken of the Russian 
situation generally, Russian securities 
have recovered a little. 

In the discount market business was ac- 
tive today, the demand for bills being 
brisk. Rates are firm, mainly owing to 
the uncertainty of Russian affairs. 

In the bullion market gold was quoted 
at 77s 10d per ounce, but this is may a 
nominal price as there are no available 
supplies at present on the market. Silver 
has fallen in price, the quotation on spot 
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being 293¢ per ounce and for forward ‘je- 
livery, 28 9-16d. 


Quotations: Today Last wosk 
Bank of England rate......... 4 4 
msols for MONeY............ . 8% 89,2, 
Consols for the account ....... aye 884i 
Bankers’ deposit rate ......... 2 2% 
Discount houses’ deposit rate— 
34 
8@3+4 
3 
4@4*% 
4 
BY,@3% 
44@ty% 








LIVERPOOL, DEC. 5 


Unfavorable weather of late has so much 
retarded farm work that it is feared in 
consequence that the acreage planted wi!! 
fall short of last season. Official estimates 
of British crops give the total yield of 
wheat this year as 60,000,000 bus, against 
87,919,000 last year , and 48,818,000 in 1903. 

The wheat market, though not quite so 
depressed as last week, still has ruled in- 
active and business is measured by abso- 
lute requirements. Sellers exhibit no anx- 
iety to force sales, and prices are well 
maintained, due largely to the continued 
extraordinary Continental demand. The 
world’s weekly shipments are again large 
and Russia once more is on top with 656,- 
000 qrs out of a total of 1,742,000. 

This resourcefulness of the crippled 
shipper is unexpected and holds specula- 
tion in check, while Argentine crops, as a 
whole, continue to be maturing under ex- 
cellent conditions. Options have not de- 
veloped any. special activity and values 
have fluctuated within narrow limits on 
the week, showing an advance of %<d to 
84d per 100 Ibs. 

The foreign flour market is dominated 
by the uncertainties inseparable from the 
prevailing situation in the chief exporting 
countries, and operators display a distinct 
lack of nerve and a listless tendency to 
let matters drift. Most of the trade are 
under contract for the needful supplies for 
some weeks ahead, and are prepared to use 
ap or realize their existing obligations be- 
fore entertaining fresh engagements. The 
difficulty thus experienced in finding buy- 
ers for quantities in any volume at the 
present range of values which resellers are 
willing to accept, prevents all risky specu- 
lation forward at the higher prices univers 
ally demanded by shippers. 

The closing month of the year is usual- 
ly a period of exceptional inactivity in the 
absence of any feature to stimulate the 
demand, but on this occasion the abnor- 
mal conditions serve to accentuate the pol- 
icy of reserve. Spot quotations are nom- 
inally unchanged’ but there is scarcely 
enough business to test values. 

Local millers occasionally report 2 
slightly-improved demand but nothing to 
be in any way elated about. New business 
is distinctly of a dribbling character anc 
millers are mainly dependent upon the de- 
mand for deliveries against running cou- 
tracts for due distribution of their output. 

Quotations during the week were not 
Officially altered, though in individual 
cases concessions were submitted to in or- 
der to effect sales. At today’s usual con- 
ference it was decided to reduce limits six- 
pence per 280 lbs, rather to restore har- 
mony than in the expectation that sales 
would thereby be accelerated. 4 

American spring and winter wheat mill- 
ers have here and there indicated slight re- 
ductions in their limits but too trifling pe 
any preation: purposes. Prices all pan 
are above an import level for profitable 
business on general lines, at all events, s° 
far as this market is concerned. : 

Shipments from all Atlantic ports ite 
cluding Canada to Live: 1 last week 
were 1,000 280-lb sacks and to the Maite 
Kingdom, 62,000, against 46,000 sacks pe 
same week last year. Since Aug.1 the 
total to the United Kingdom amounts 
1,438,000, against 839,000 during the sam 
period last season. _ ‘ 

Low-grade flours on spot are compara 
tively scarce and fresh arrivals unsold _ 
in such moderate compass that there is * 
occasion in the presence of an cena 
comane fo Sores Pg Rong vnilable, 
well maintain or an. 
while for shipment from either America, 
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December 20, 1905 


the Plate or the Continent, figures asked 
are so much above buyers’ views as to p - 
clude the possibility of renewed trading. 

Hungarian flours are a dragging trade 
as of late and only saleable in the merest 
retail quantities at prices asked, though 
for shipment they are not obtainable on 
an equivalent basis. 

Australian flours are in limited request 
and are a slow sale at late rates, but are 
not pressed for sale being in smal] com- 
pass on spot and held for prohibitive 
prices for shipment. Argentine flours of 
the finer grades are going off very slowly, 


_having few friends at the prices asked, 


though these again are less than cost to im- 
port. French and Belgian flours are a 
iuere bagatelle on spot, and are held for 
shipment quite above importers’ ideas. 
Pacific, Indian and Chilian flours possess 
no attraction at present for operators in 
any position. 

he present c.i.f. Liverpool quotations 
of Minneapolis spring patents are 25s 6d 
to 26s per lbs; of country spring pat- 
ents, 24s 6s to 25s; of winter wheat pat- 
ents, 26s 6d to 27s; of Kansas hard wheat 
patents, 24s to 25s 6d. - 

The stocks in Live 1 on Nov. 30, ex- 
cluding millers’ holdings, were as follows, 
compared with those of the same period 
last year: 





Wheat—qrs. 480 lbs Dec. 1 Dec. 1 
California, Oregon, Chilian, 1905 1904 
Ausb., BC i 5.60. esc cceeheess 62.415 68,853 
American and Canadian,.... 69,102 34,667 
fussian and Dan. (all qual.). 39,018 102,809 
Indian (all qualities)......... _ 3,450 51.748 
La Plata, &c...... cia 9 aaawe 6% 153,038 271,660 
Total wheat (qrs. 480-1bs).. 327,023 529,737 
Flour—sacks 280 lbs 
Iiungarian and Austrian.... 2,216 2,082 
American .......... A Fes 21,585 26,538 
Fron, xeustrecastuk ees ositaess 820 9,209 
All other descriptions........ 19,287 19,229 


Total flour (sacks 280 Ibs... 43,918 57,058 


Indian corn—qrs. 480 lbs 


North American.............. 74,246 49,998 
South American.............. 46,211 65,971 
EUrOP@Rls s ccies c's ostned 8400 0% 10,603 9,327 








Total maize (qrs. 480 lbs).. 131,060 125,296 





GLASGOW, DEC. 4 


At the moment Minneapolis patents are 
selling in Glasgow at 25s net c.i.f. This is 
a reduction of from threepence to six- 
pence, that is for shipment. There is not 
so much doing in this class of flour as 
there was. The reason for this is that a 
good deal has been bought ahead, though, 
of course, the well-known brands have 
commanded a fair share of attention. Buy- 
ers are now awaiting arrivals. An exceed- 
ingly slow sale is being experienced for 
winter patents, buyers having largely got 
thea supplies from English and Australian 
lours. 

I hear that the American winters are not 
pleasing very well. It seems when Ameri- 
ca was not sending stuff over here last 
year, the buyers became accustomed to use 
other flours which were stronger. The 
winter patents are chiefly used for home- 
baking purposes, but a goodly number of 
the bakers like to have a fair supply al- 
ways on-hand in order to get up the color 
of the flour, for there is no question but 
the of bread like a snow-white 
oat. 

Two classes of flour the Scotch bakers 
always like to have by them: these are 
Minnesota flour and Manitoba. In the 
sponging process the use Minnesota and 
Manitoba flour mixed. Then on the fol- 
lowing morning when the stirring process 
has to be gone through, they employ the 

ame classes of flour, but in the doughin 
they prefer that the rest of the flour shoul 
consist of winter patents. 

Kansas flour was selling in Glasgow 
net c.i.f. at 24s; country mill patents at 
5s net c.i.f; winters at 25s net c.i.f., 
while Minneapolis patents, as already 
stated, commanded 25s. 

Glasgow millers have pretty fair stocks 
f wheat, and the heavy world’s shipments 
causes them to hang back in the hope of 
seeing prices at a lower level. 

Though the demand is nothing to boast 
of, the prices of Australian and French 
flours keep up in Glasgow. Hungarian, 
however, is practically neglected. 

_ If anything, the country bakers have 
been buying flour more liberally in antici- 
pation of the new year trade. It is thought 
that with the improvement in general 
trade, there will be more doing at this 
festive time in fancy bread and buns, and, 
of course, that means a demand for flour 
and a better peer to the bakers. 

_ The following were the prices of wheat 
in Glasgow. hite Canadian and Ameri- 
can, 168@16s 8d per 240 Ibs; red winter No. 
*, 168 834@16s 6d; northern Manitoba No. 1], 
16s 6d@16s 94; northern Manitoba No. 2, 
16s 8d@16s 6d; northern Manitoba No. 3, 
16s@16s 8d; Scotch, 18s 6d@14s 3d: Black 
Sea, 61s 6d@17s 9d and Australian and New 
Zealand from 17s 8d tol7s6d. The demand 
for wheat was quiet, and, as will be seen 


: rome the prices, they displayed little or no 
change. ) 

_ The demand for bran is brisk. Medium 
- quotes at 92s 6d per ton and broad at £5 
‘ . 


Owing to freer arrivals, mixed 
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American corn has been easier, sellers _be- 
ing willing to take 14s 9d per 280 Ibs. Plate 
maize is dull at 14s 9d. Grinding beans 
are firm but other feedingstuffs are un- 
changed. 

Millers in the east of Scotland have been 
more liberal buyers since I last wrote, be- 
cause holders have not been so firm in 
their ideas. This was due to the freer ar- 
tivals of wheat. There have been consider- 
able sale of Manitoban wheat, while Plates 
and South Russians have been sold for 
early and forward shipment. The flour 
millers in Edinburg and Leith still ad- 
hered to previous prices. 

Midlothian and Edinburg oatmeal mill- 
ers are also quoted as formerly. There is 
a feeling abroad, and the medical facult 
is doing what it can to promote the feel- 
ing, that Scotch oatmeal in the form of 
porridge will again become popular. 

Some time agoI hinted in the North- 
western Miller that we were to havea 
Bakers’ Exhibition in Glasgow. The date 
of the opening has now been fixed for 
March 21. There will be interesting com- 

etitions for bakers. Prizes will be offered 
or the finest loaves of all kinds baked on 
the premises. As the demand for space is 
already big, the show should be a success. 

The members of the baking trade are to 
entertain Lord Provost Bilsland to a ban- 
quet in the Glasgow St. Enoch station 
hotel Dec. 20. 

The flour importers of Glasgow are tak- 
ing a deep interest in the free-trade con- 
troversy. Most of them are, I believe, free 
traders. At least, Isaw some of them at 
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman’s free- 
trade meeting in Partick, Glasgow, the 
other evening. 

Grain and breadstuff imports at Glas- 
gow during the last week were light. The 
Donaldson Line had in 4,570 tons and the 
Allan Line 3,720 tons. 

The following were the imports for last 
week, the total for the year to date and 
same information for last year: 






Last week 1905 1904 
Wheat, qrs........ ...- 15,260 581,980 518,150 
Barley, qrs......... 11,940 223,260 187,600 
Maize, qrs..... .. 2,820 533, 447,430 
EMO: o's. «03000 0 ¢ vices} aeware 213,970 188,640 
Flour, sacks ............. 34,280 905, 1,165,420 
Oatmeal, sacks .......... ..... 39, 61,780 





HOLLAND, DEC. 5 


A very flat tone has predominated in 
the Amsterdam flour market. Scarcely 
any animation on the a of buyers was 
displayed and the small amount of busi- 
ness that was actually passing could only 
be effected at lower prices. A few cars of 
American first clear were sold at 10fi c.i.f. 
terms, but whether this was direct from 
the mill Icould not say for certain, but 
anyway they were sold through millers’ 
agents. A few cars have also been tuken 
up at 104/flc.i.f., but this price is only 
paid by a buyer really in need of flour. 

Choice low grade is offered at 71¢fl c.i.f., 
January-February shipment. 

There is no consumptive demand to 
speak of and complaints are heard on all 
io The home product isaslow sale 
though prices are well maintained. To- 
day’s bakers’ quality could be had at 11}¢fi 
per 100 kilos, home delivered. 

Belgium is an eager seller of bakers’ 
flour at 104/fl c.i.f., to which, notwith- 
standing the fact that it may be considered 
good values, little attention is paid. For- 
eign patents are totally neglected. 

Argentine flour does not find a good 
market here and bakers’ quality is vainly 
offered at 944 c.i.f. Though the color is 
satisfactory strength is lacking, conse- 
quently the Dutch baker can not get on 
with it. Canadian flour is also offered to 
this market but so far its sale has not 
met with great success. 

American millers quote spring wheat 
first patent at 128(fl; spring wheat second 
patent at 121¢fl; spring wheat first clear at 
10%/fl; and spring wheat choice low grade 
at 7i¢fl. 





FROM THE TRADE 


Walkers, Winser & Hamm, London, Dec. 
6: Fears that developments in Russia 
will later on lead to acurtailment of ship- 
ments have kept a steady tone in the trade, 
which otherwise, doubtless, would have 
been depressed by the very heavy ship- 
ments which have taken pane far wee 
by week. In flour the business is very 
small as buyers are unwilling to act until 
compelled, and that is not the case yet 
with most. Clears keep firm but patents 
are occasionally shaded. 

Lyndsell & Kennedy, London, Dec. 6: 
There is no material alteration in prices 
although trade has been quiet for near at 
hand parcels and forward shipment. 
American prices are still too high to com- 


pete successfully with those of the home. 


millers. 

Kruger, Darsie & Co., Liverpool, Dec. 
5: There has been a slight recovery in 
wheat prices during the week, and our 
Liverpool options close about 44d a_cental 
over this day week. Notwithstanding the 
slightly better tendency in the wheat mar- 
ket, there is no improvement in the flour 
demand, which is indeed at the moment 


almost entirely absent. Buyers for the 
present have entirely withdrawn from the 
market, and flour selling just now is there- 
fore practically suspended. Values of for- 
eign flour are nominally unchanged, 
though of course under present circum- 
stances in buyers’ favor. Our bome mills, 
however, in order to try and stimulate the 
demand, have reduced we: 9 sixpence, but 
instead of improving the demand this has 
frightened intending buyers into still 
greater reserve. Little or no business is 
possible with American mills for ship- 
ment, as prices in America are in most 
cases considerably above values ruling 
here. . 

Dunlop Brothers, Glasgow, Dec.5: A 
somewhat steadier tone has prevailed in 
trade here during the past week, but the 
demand has shown little or no improve- 
ment. Minnesota patents met only a re- 
tail inquiry at the lower prices indicated 
last week, and Manitoban varieties being 
relatively dear were neglected. There is 
no change in the position of American 
winters. Forward business was hopeless, 
but a few scattered sales of spot stuff were 
effected at irregular rates. Canadian pat- 
ents met a fair inquiry on spot, but for- 
ward prices did not attract buyers. 
Australian and French descriptions were 
quietly steady, while Hungarians were 
easier, but not sufficiently so to induce a 
hearty demand. 


Altona Bros., Rotterdam, Dec. 5: Dur- 


ing the past week markets have main- 


tained their easy tendency. Grains gener- 
ally are obtainable at lower figures, with 
the exception of rye, stocks of which are 
limited while those afloat are only light. 
The flour market remains easy. Fresh 
business is very difficult but retail buyers 
are taking up their old purchases very 
well, which is usually the sign of a better 
trade in the near future. Good first clears 
are offered at 10fi, but even at this figure, 
which is not one that is offered frequently, 
— are difficult. Inland flours are a trifle 
ower. 


THE WORLD’S WHEAT 


By J. W. RUSH, LONDON, ENG. 


It can not be said that there is much 
activity in the wheat trade but there isa 
decidedly firmer feeling, which is due, in 
the first instance, to a revival in the de- 
mand for Germany, and in the second 
place to the renewed troubles in Russia, 
which country is so much cut off from the 
outside world that even official telegrams 
can not be sent. 

Thus it ae that nobody knows ex- 
actly what Russia shipped last week, so 
that we have to estimate the amount of 
wheat exported by the number of vessels 
which pass Constantinople. These vessels 
were so numerous last week that we know 
that the exports were again large, viz., 
about 550,000 qrs, so that the total for 
Barwe, with 350,000 qrs from Roumania 
and Bulgaria, 400,000 qrs from the United 
States and Canada, 175,000 qrs from Ar- 
gentina, and 86,000 qrs from India, was 
not less than 1,600,000 qrs. 

The average weekly shipments to Eu- 
rope during the past six weeks, therefore, 
are no less than 1,460,000 qrs, which easily 
establishes a record for the time of year; 
the average for the three past years is, in- 
deed, only 1,200,000 qrs, for this period. 

The position in Germany, I consider, 
remains the strong feature in the outlook 
for the next two or three months. AsI 
have explained in previous letters, this 
country has unusually large require- 
ments of foreign wheat this year, and 
may, at aay moment, buy practically all 
the available wheat offering for arrival 
before the increased duties come into force 
on March 1, 1906. 

Russia, of course, remains the ‘‘dark 
horse’’ of the position. The final official 
estimates of the wheat crop in that coun- 
try issued this week, make the yield no 
less than 79,235,000 qrs, against 82,820,000 
Pad last year. These same officials, last 

eptember, told us not-to expect more 
than 60 to 65 million quarters. Needless to 
add, this last estimate is not fully credit- 
ed, it being believed that the low financial 
conditions in Russia have prompted the 
officials to make things agricultural look 
better than they really are. 

So far this season, Russia has exported 
8,000,000 qrs, against 9,500,000 last season, 
but Roumania and Bulgaria have man- 
aged to export over six million quarters in 
the same period, and have thus more than 
zovered the deficit from Russia. The large 
Roumanian shipments furnish in fact one 
of the prominent features of the season. 
These qualities are, however, not much 
liked in England, the wheat being too 
**weak’’ to suit our millers. If this final 
estimate of the Russian ay | be true it 
would compare as follows, in quarters, 
with the crops of the four previous years, 
also official figures: 

Exp’ts Aug. 1 Total exp’ts 
P 'to Dec, 1 > 





for season 
1905-06. ..... 79,235, 8,000,000 ? 
1904-05...... 82,820,000 9,500,000 22,500,000 
1903-04...... 76,470,000 7,300,000 17,500,000 
1902-03...... 75,685,000 5,750,000 16,500,000 
1901-02...... 58,268,000 3,800,000 10,750,000 





725 


The Russian rye crop is, however, ac- 
knowledged by the officials to be seriously 
short, although the final estimate is 10 
million quarters larger than the prelimin- 
ary estimate issued last September. The 
position of rye in Russia is > gm Ba 
serious one, and herein lies the famine 
question. The crops and exports of the 

ast seven years compare, in fact, as fol- 
ows, in quarters: 


Crop Exports 

1905 85,730, ? 
1904-05 117,280,000 3,500,000 
5 000,000 4,500,000 
106,880,000 7,500,000 
87,800,000 5,250,000 
107,000,000 6,250,000 
000,000 5,250,000 
6 years’ average....... 105,140,000 5,375,000 


This indicates an average home con- 
sumption of about 100,000,000 qrs per an- 
num, or 15 million quarters more than the 
present year’s crop. 

Our latest cable advices from India indi- 
cate that the crop outlook in that country 
is very unfavorable; in fact, it is now 
highly probable that the Indian supplies 
for some considerable period will be small. 
The shipments of wheat from India so far 
this season, viz., since April 1, amount to 
only 3,815,000 qrs, against 7,165,000 qrs in 
the corresponding period last year. 

From Argentina the latest cabled reports 
are somewhat contradictory. Some say 
that the outlook is good fora crop of at 
least 20 million quarters, and a surplus of 
15 millions, while others express the 
opinion that 15 to 20 per cent damage has 
been done by late frosts, heavy rains and 
locusts. We must evidently wait for some- 
thing more reliable than this. 

Stocks of wheat in United Kingdom 
ports are very much smaller than expect- 
ed, the total in the ten principal ports on 
Dec. 1 being only 1,390,000 qrs, against 1,- 
590,000 qrs on Nov. 1 and 1,920,000 qrs on 
Dec. 1 last year. The total stocks of 
wheat and flour in all the ports are there- 
fore only 2,350,000 qrs against 2,850,000 qrs 
last year. London has a stock of only 
100,000 qrs of wheat against 250,000 qrs last 
year. While the stock of foreign flour does 
not exceed 150,000 sacks against 200,000 
sacks last year. 

The English visible supply is now be- 
low the average of previous years, as the 
following shows (figures in quarters) : 
Afloat Portstocks Total 

350,000 000 










2,050,000 2, 4,400, 
.... 2,855,000 2,850,000 5,655,000 
:. 1,665,000 2,260,000 3,915,000 
. 2,180,000 2,000,000 4,180,000 
. 2,500.000 2,500,000 5,000,000 
x 2. 4,890,000 
1,780,000 2,375.000 4,155,000 
7 years’ average 2,180,000 2,450,000 4,625,000 


The world’s visible supply on Dec. 1 
compares as follows with previous peri- 
ods (figures in quarters, hundreds omit 


ted): Dec 1 Nov.1 Dec. 1 Nov.1 
1905 1905 1904 1904 
Afloat—U. K............ 2,050 1,675 2,885 1,665 
Afloat—Continent....... 2,600 1,825 1,650 1,215 
Stocks in U. K., wheat 
and flour in first hands 2,350 2,575 2,850 2,200 
Stocks in French ports. 225 240 350 250 
Stocks in Paris.......... 100 «125 )=—(285 50 
Stocks in Antwerp ..... 140 7% 325 320 
Stocks in Berlin, Dant- 
zig and Mannheim.... 1 1 300 120 
Stocks in Russian ports 1,100 1,400 1,850 2,750 
Totalsin Europe...... 8,665 8,040 10,445 8,620 
Visible supply in Amer. 


both coasts and Can.. 8,250 6,650 8,015 7,825 
Visible supply in Ar- 

SOME Seu x ore Goce oe 38 223 275 225 = 115 

Grand total Dec. 1....17,140 14,965 18,685 16,560 

Grand total Nov. 1....14,765 17,015 14,595 


Grand total Oct. 1....12,505 13,455 12,675 
Grand total Sept. 1 ...11,210 11.335 9,420 
Grand total Aug. 1 ...11,320 11,175 9,080 


Grand total July 1....11,930 12,365 10,495 
Grand total June 1....13,195 14,370 12,117 
Grand total May 1....15.890 16,155 14,240 
Grand total April 1...17,355 


15,970 16,000 
Grand total March 1..17,445 16,400 17,447 
Grand total Feb. 1....17,350 16,705 17,340 
Grand total Jan. 1....18,310 16,635 17,140 


Only in 1898 was the total appreciably 
smaller than it now is. 





Breadstuff Exports 


The national bureau of statistics at 
Washington, D. C., furnishes the following 
report of the exports of breadstuffs during 
November, and for the past eleven months, 
compared with the corresponding time in 
1904 (hundreds omitted) : 


Jan. 1to Jan. 1 to 
Nov., Nov. 30, Nov., Nov. 30 
1905 1905 1904 1904 

Flour, bbls...... 1,592 9,410 767 10,686 
Wheat, bus...... 4,871 13,285 1,236 12.219 
orn, bus........ 5,827 92,599 1,316 38,315 
Oats, bus........ 6,528 22,802 129 1,026 
Rye, bus......... 8 466 whee 94 
Barley, bus..... - 2,105 11,424 2,268 6,976 
C. meal, bbls.... 33 427 21 823 


O. meal, lbs..... 3,418 42,578 5,148 15,798 


George G. S.. Campbell, Alexandria, 
Minn: Demand for flour, at satisfactory 
rices, is greater than I am able to supply. 
cal business in bran and shorts is very 
satisfactory. There is little wheat mov- 
ing; some farmers are holding back on ac- 
count of the bad roads: some on account 
of holiday time, and others are waiting 
for better prices. 
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New York, Dec. 18, 1905 








There was no real change in the price of 
flour last week. There was a slight altera- 
tion in the nominal prices, but, so far as 
ascertainable, no change in the actual 
market. The best flour on the floor is ob- 
tainable at $4.75 or under, and possibly 
some of it at $4.65, although grocery 
brands are quoted as high as $5.10. Nobody 
seems to want any flour, and between the 
natural dullness of the market at this time 
of the year, and the waiting of the trade 
to use up flour already bought, which has 
been coming in rather freely, the market 

_is in a position where it is very difficult to 
write much of an encouraging character. 

Sellers claim there is no likelihood of 
a speedy ‘increase in the demand for flour, 
but of such increase in demand there is no 
apparent evidence on the surface of things. 
Sales are in small, peddling lots, with 
buyers ee: | satisfied, and waiting devel- 
opments. Clears are dull and about steady, 
with some of the good qualities selling as 
high as $8.85, although ordinary clears 
will not bring much over $3.75. 

Winter flour shows about the same posi- 
tion as previously. Some receivers claim 
they can not buy flour of the mills except- 
ing at over $4 net for straights, while the 
trade is apparently buying its supplies of 
flour, excepting specific brands, at under 
$4 here. It is just as difficult to sell as it 
has been at any time, and the situation is 
one of considerable irregularity. 

Choice low grades are a little firmer and 
some qualities will sell as high, espa 
as $3.10, or may be $3.15 in wood, but ordi- 
nary low grades move very slowly at under’ 

3 


Kansas flour shows practically no 
change. There was just a little, narrow 
trade, with buyers showing unwillingness 
to pay the prices wanted by the mills, ow- 
ing to the situation in springs, and, as a 
result, there is very little business to re- 
port, with prices practically unchanged. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


Herbert Bradley, who has been ill, is ex- 
pected to be at his office early next week. 


E. A. Valentine of Armour & Co., Chi- 
cago, was a visitor on ’change last Tues- 

ay. 

Millfeed has been strong with the small- 
er offerings from the west, but with only 
a quiet trade. 

J. W. Craig of the Dunlop Mills, Rich- 
mond, Va., with Mrs. Craig spent all of 
last week in New York. 


John S. Sills was on the Produce Ex- 
change last week after nearly a year’s ab- 
sence on account of ill health. 


W. B. Smith of P. M. Brinkworth & 
Co., Bristol, England, is now in this coun- 
try visiting millers in reference to new 
connections. 

C.S. Coup, vice-president and general 
manager of the Northwestern Elevator & 
Mill Co., Toledo, Ohio, was on ’change 
here last week. 

C. L. Cutter, president of the National 
Milling Co., Toledo, Ohio, was here last 
Thursday. his was Mr. Cutter’s first 
visit here for some time. 

Kansas straights are very slow of sale 
here, and only an occasional transaction 
is reported. To do any business, it is 
necessary to shade prices. 

Ocean freights are dull but steady. 
There has been a small business doing on 
the berth, and an occasional charter re- 
ported from the outports, but the total 
business has been disappointing. 


William Stratton of St. Louis was here 
last week. He said the St. Louis mills 
were out of the eastern markets, and also 
out of the European. They were, how- 
ever, selling some. flour to the south and 
some to the West Indies. ” 

Business in all lines has been so quiet 
on the Exchange that the market might 
be classed as strictly of a holiday charat- 
ter. The demand for export account’ was 


very small last week all through the list. 
There were some scattered trades, but 
nothing of any importance. The Conti- 
nent has been ready to buy some ‘hard 


wheat at the Gulf, but has not been buy- 
ing very much wheat at northern ports, 
excepting Manitoba, and the United King- 
dom has been doing very little. 


There has been an agitation, looking to- 
ward the cutting off of Buffalo as a de- 
livery point on New York grain contracts. 
This was brought about by the rail con- 
ditions last fall, which were of such an 
unsatisfactory character that there was 
very little opportunity to use the Buffalo 
delivery excepting at a decided disadvan- 
tage to the buyer, and as the allowance of 
at-and-east-of-Buffalo rates and lc penal- 
ty did not make a good stand-off against 
the congested car situation and the inabil- 
ity to move stuff for weeks at a time. 


te A. L. RUSSELL. 





Baltimore 


Special Correspondence 


The trade in flour last week continued 
dull and dragging and there was little im- 
provement over conditions lately prevail- 
ing. Business is still of a scattered car- 
lot character and the demand is light 
from all sources. There was little varia- 
tions in prices during the week and so lit- 
tle interest shown in the market that quo- 
tations are more or less nominal. he 
offerings and sales to the wholesale trade 
include spring patent, $4.55@4.70: spring 
straight, $4.40@4.55; spring clear, $3.55@ 
3.70; hard winter patent, $4.40@4.55: hard 
winter straight, $1 95@4.40: hard winter 
clear, $3.40@3.55; winter patent, $4.35@ 
4.50; winter straight, $3:80@3.95; winter 
clear, $3.65@3.80, all per 196 lbs in wood. 

City mills report a a domestic trade 
and no export demand. 

The clearances of flour for the week 
were, 20,750 bbls; receipts, also principaly 
for shipment, 57,830. . 

The exports of flour for the week were 
as follows: Belfast, 17,446 bbls; Rotter- 
dam, 2,147; Port Antonio, 5; and coast- 
wise, 1,152. 

NOTES 


The directors of the Chamber of Com- 
merce held their first meeting in the new 
building last week. Charles J. Carroll, 
Harry M. Rever and Thomas J. Shryock 
were elected members, and Richard C. 
Wells, William R. Hammond, George T. 
Gambrill, Joseph R. Foard and George 
Frame were elected a committee to nom- 
inate directors to be voted for Jan. 29. 


The historic mill building around 
which Sykesville, Md., began its existence 
many years ago, burned last week. The 
mill was called the Merchants’ Flour Mill 
and was one of the first of its kind in 
Maryland. For a number of years it 
yeaperes and James Sykes, the owner, 
piled up a neat fortune. At that time 
Sykesville was the terminus of the old 
Baltimore & Ohio horse railroad. 


WILLIAM E. BAITZELL. 
Baltimore, Md., Dec. 18. 


Philadelphia 


Special Correspondence 


Trade in flour continued slow and un- 
satisfactory and the market favored buyers 
under liberal offerings. Transactions were 
mostly in second hand stocks, which were 
available below mill limits. Sales of 
spring patent were generally from $4.50 up 
to $4.85 per 196 lbs in wood for fair to 
choice brands, with some of the favorite 
stencils selling as high as $5. Clear and 
straight were dull at $3.60@3.85 for the 
former and at $4.25@4.50 for the latter, 
both per 196 lbs in wood. 

Kansas flours were in moderate supply 
and quiet at $4.10@4.20 for straight and at 
$4.30@4.40 for patent, both per 196 lbs in 
sacks. 

Trade in winters was slow and the mar- 
ket was weak with transactions mostly in 
Pennsylvania straight, which sold at $3.75 
@3.85 per 196 lbs in wood, with exception- 
al sales of fancy stencils at $8.90. Western 
winter straight was held at $3.85@4 per 196 
lbs in wood, but sold slowly in competi- 
tion with the cheaper nearby goods. 
mand for winter patent was light and 
prices were largely nominal at $4.15@4.50 
per 196 lbs in wood. 

The city mills reported a slow trade with 
no important change in prices. 





NOTES 


Charles F, Pride, manager of the Wells 
(Minn.) Flour Milling Co., was on ’change 
last week. 


The old American Line steamship Penn- 
sylvania has been sold to the Northwest- 
ern Steamship Co. and will hereafter be 
engaged in the Pacific coast trade. 


Owing to the increase in the grain trade 
at this port, the Girard Point Storage Co. 
has found it necessary to reopen elevator 
A, which has been closed several years. 
It has a capacity of upward of 800,000 bus. 


According to the state crop report, the 
acreage of winter wheat for Pennsylvania, 
as compared with last year, is 100 per cent 
and the average condition 97 per cent, 
against a ten years’ average of 94 per cent. 
The acreage of winter rye as compared 
with last year is 99 per cent; average con- 
dition, 97 per cent. 

SAMUEL S. DANIELS. 

Philadelphia. Dec. 18. 


Boston 


Special Correspondence 


There is little change of importance to 
report in the flour market during the past 
week. The demand was limited to small 
lots needed by the trade to keep up assort- 
ments. There was no disposition on the 
part of buyers to purchase ahead of im- 
mediate necessities. 

As is usual at this time of the year, the 
jobbers and other large receivers of flour 
are desirous of reducing their stocks, in 
order that they may make as good a show- 
ing as possible at the close of the year. As 
the demand from retailers has been quiet 
during the present month, the amount of 
flour on hand is much in excess of what 
was believed would be the case. Receipts 
have been of good proportions for several 
weeks, much larger than is usually the 
case, so that there is an accumulation of 
stocks of flour, which the receivers find it 
difficult to dispose of. 

While millers of spring wheat flours 
have held quotations at an unchanged 
range, there was a disposition shown by 
the millers to shade prices. This was in 
the expectation of securing new business, 
but the result was far from satisfactory. 
Some of the higher-priced brands of 
spring patents were offered at prices in 
some instances twenty cents lower than 
the open quotation, while there were other 
flours offered at ten to fifteen cents lower 
than was openly ane. This did not help 
the situation any and the mill agents of 
other flours found it a difficult proposition 
to compete with these values. There is 
no question that millers are looking for 
business and are willing to make conces- 
sions in order to secure it. 

The situation in winter wheat flours is 
a firm one, with offerings moderate and 
not much disposition on the part of the 
millers to make any concessions. The de- 
mand has been quiet as buyers are not in- 
clined to pay the prices asked for these 
grades of flour. 

There were a few special brands of Min- 
neapolis patents which were held ata high 
range of prices during the week, but the 
amount of business done in these flours 
was small. A range of $5.05@5.15 per bbl, 
in wood, was asked for some of the best- 
known brands, but the trade did not take 
hold at these prices. One standard patent 
was offered at a quotation which was al- 
most below the average asking quotation 
of country patents. This did not help the 
situation. This patent was offered at $4.35 
in sacks, an equivalent of $4.60 to $4.65 
in wood. 

Country patents generally were held at 
a range of $4.80@4.95 per bbl, in wood, 
the outside price being an extreme one, at 
which few sales were made. There were 
good country patents offered in a small 
way at $4.75 per bbl, but even at these low 
values there was little inquiry. 

Kansas hard wheat patents are still 
quoted too near the range of spring wheat 
flours for the trade to take hold. Patents 
were quoted nominally from $4.60 to $4.80 
per bbl, but there was little demand and 
few sales at this range of prices. 


NOTES 


C. E. French of L. Christian & Co., 
Minneapolis, was in town last week ona 
short business trip. 


James V. Godfrey, eastern representa- 
tive of the Russell-Miller Milling Co., 
Minneapolis, was in af et tg | last week 
in attendance at the Food Fair, demon- 
'strating the superior merits of the product 
of that mill. 

The new service of the Elder-Dempster 
line between Australia and this port was 
inaugurated last Saturday with the sailing 
from Melbourne of the steel steamship 
Egwanga for Boston. The service will 
start with one sailing monthly and this 
will be increased if the business warrants. 

There are persistent rumors that the 
Scandinavian-American Line and the 
Italian sozal Mail Steamship Line intend 
to extend their service to this port, com- 
peting with the White Star Line and the 

unard Line. Both of the former lines 
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maintain a service to New York and 
operate splendid steamers. 


The exportation of millfeeed from this 
port from the west has assumed consider- 
able proportions during the past month or 
two. Oatmeal is also an important factor 
in the shipments from here. During the 
past month the shipments of millfeeq 
amounted to 6,485 sacks, peesrelly to 
Liverpool and 10,251 bbls and sacks of oat- 
meal to the same port. Odatfeed is also be- 
ing shipped to a considerable extent, 7,310 
sacks having been shipped from Boston to 
Hamburg during November. Rye feed js 
also being exported to the extent of 2.516 
sacks during the past month. Up to ‘he 
present time this month, about 3,000 sais 
of millfeed have been exported to Li»-r- 


pool. 
Boston, Dec. 18. L. W. DE Pas:z. 


Buffalo 


Svecial Correspondence 


Asarule, the miller has been incline: +o 
give way during the past week, which | «:s 
resulted in some new business. No: ::- 
western flours have been pushed wih 
great vigor locally as well as in surrot -:- 
ing towns and Buffalo millers are fee! 
its effect more severely than they ©:::¢ 
to acknowledge. 

The northwestern product is of cor. 
the finest, as it needs to be to com; ‘« 
with Buffalo flour, but the price at w!::.: 
this foreign flour is being sold isa deci: -! 
consideration. It looks as if a reduct..: 
. revision of the prices here must ‘) 

ow. 

All the local mills were picked clean 
the feed __ early last week and a {: » 
have sold so far ahead that there wil! |. 
no surplus stuff on the market from t! 
source for a month at least. It is evid: 
that the miller has not kept posted ani 
in the same position as the country dealc 
The latter had no use for feeds a week a2° 
when they were cheap but with a decid: 
= strong market a willingness has be«: 
shown to pay high prices. The exports »{ 
feeds are beginning to tell. 

Hominy is in good demand and firm, 
and cornmeal is steady in the face of an 
easier corn market. Gluten higher ani 
selling on sight. Oilmeal active and 
strong. 





NOTES 


Cars are arriving more freely than they 
were a week ago, but there is still a great 
scarcity for the shipment of . flour and 
grain to local points. Foreign wheat is 
moving out more rapidly than at any time 
this year. 

The amount of foreign grain to be un 
loaded afloat Saturday was 1,399,626 bus 
and that in store going forward as rapidly 
as possible, 797,000. Total foreign wheat 
4,726,021 bus, and domestic, 3,538,000, in 
port Saturday. 

A bill has been introduced in congress 
providing for making Buffalo a subport 
of entry. This act permits the entry of 
dutiable merchandise without appraise 
ment at the port of entry, but extends it 
to the port of destination. This will be 
appreciated by those having perishable 
goods in transit. 

The steamer Rogers with 351,000 bus of 
wheat from Fort William, arrived Satur- 
day, the last vessel of the season expected. 
Her cargo together with the following 
from Canada, will be held-during the 
winter: Squires, 225,782 bus; Polynesia, 
225,000; Jenks, 236,000; Davidson, 322,945; 
Adams, 203,235; Sylvania, 326,000; Walsh, 
310,211: L. C. Smith, 329,219, making « 
total of 2,529,395 bus. 

Plans for the erection of the largest 
malthouse and elevator in the world, for 
the American Malting Co., have been com- 

leted. The cost of the malthouse will be 
$600,000 and of the elevator $400,000. Cx- 
pacity of the elevator 2,250,000 bus, and of 
the malting plant 10,000 bus, per day. 
This will do away with the Buffalo house, 
one at Erie and several other smaller 


plants throughout the state. 
Receipts of flour grain and seed for the 
season were: 


1905 190 

40,088,398 26,210,090 

82.097.106 —27.898.(0 

25,732.586 19,124.00 

14,555,705 15,655.00 

509 «1.736.100 

11,808,422 10,144,:(0 

Grand total... ..........124.923,726  100,83*.100 
Flour, bbls....... en on 10,134,873 6,160.89 


The rush of grain, especially wheat, ‘0 
Buffalo during the week has been unpre“ 
dented. The river is choked and there «'e 
883 vessels held behind the breakwal', & 
large number of which will remain there 
until their contract for holdin care’ 
expires. In round numbers fully 13 ee 
lion bushels of grain and seed of.all < 
were afloat at noon Saturday. + 000 
amount Js store bes onttmsenee a as 

us, making a a 000,000. 
year there was in store 12,800,000 bus and 


afloat 5,483,000. z Diesen, 
Buffalo, N. ¥., Dec. 18. : 
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The flour market during the past week 
‘as continued slow and unsatisfactory 
ith, if anything, lower prices for winter 

‘heat flours. 

The domestic market has shown very 
little life and while export bids have been 
received of 23s 9d for 95 per cent patent, 

‘inter wheat flour, the offer was refused 
+s the miller was not receiving sufficient 
ical deliveries from the farmers to justi- 
iy his taking the order, and to bring in car 
wheat would not show any margin of 
| rofit at his price. The only export sales 
reported are of second bakers at 24s 6d 
l.ondon, the freight to which point is con- 
a higher than to Glasgow or Liv- 
erpool. 

As the millers wishing to secure con- 
tracts for supplying the various institu- 
tions under the control of the provincial 
covernment with flour, had to send in 
i 1eir tenders last week, there was consid- 
crable figuring on the probable future 
prices of wheat, both Ontario and Mani- 
toba. It is reported that the tenders sent 
in will show much closer figuring than 
they did a year ago, when the fear of a 
sharp advance taking place in the price of 
wheat before the contracts, which are for 
« year, expired, resulted in the prices asked 
being fairly high. 

The offerings of winter wheat continue 
fiir, but very few sales are reported as 
having been made to millers, exporters 
taking the bulk of the offerings. 

The demand from millers for Manitoba 
wheat has continued light, only one sale 
being reported of a 10,000- bus lot of No. 
2 northern at 82c track the elevator port 
and another round lot at 813{c, the balance 
of the sales being single car lots, except- 
ing an occasional 5,000-bus lot of all-rail 
wheat via North Bay. 

The exporters continue to make sales of 
Manitoba weat daily, one firm reporting 
(hat their inquiries run from 30,000 to 40,- 
400 qrs every day and that rarely a day 
passes that they do not put through sales 
of at least 6,000 to 8,000 qrs. As it is re- 
ported that the Northern Elevator Co.’s 

ales up to Dec. 1, amounted to about 

ight million bushels, it is evident that 

lanitoba wheat of this crop is finding a 

-ady sale in the foreign markets. 


NOTES 


The Woodstock Cereal Co., Ltd., Wood- 
ock, reports that matters are rather dull 
1 the cereal industry at present. Very 
‘ttle domestic business is doing but this 
; not exceptional for this time of the 
ear. Export business is picking up a 
ittle and a few sales were made during 
he past week. Deliveries of oats have 
een large during the past ten days and 
3 a result prices are a little easier. 

James Cullen of Woodstock writes: 

Wheat is beginning to be delivered freely 
n our section, now that farmers have 
heir fall work finished. The grain is first 
lass; lam paying 78c for standard wheat 
it the mill ave had no trouble in keep- 
‘ong my mill running this fall; in fact, I 

ad to stop taking orders until I could get 
1ught up in order not to keep customers 
vaiting. Local demand for feed is very 
risk and is taking all the bran at $17 and 
horts at $19 I can manufacture.”’ 

The Goldie Milling Co., Ltd., Ayr, re- 
orts as follows: ‘‘During the last two 
veeks we have found the milling trade ex- 
‘remely dull, receiving only occasional or- 
lers in the domestic market. Our foreign 
‘markets are still away out of the line. 
ne of our mills is standing idle and the 

ther two running half time, and we look 
‘or one of these to be shut down at any 
ime now. Farmers have been marketing 
vheat freely in this district during the 
»ast two or three weeks. The demand for 
‘ran keeps up. We never saw anything 
iike it at this time of the year.’’ 

Jobn I. A. Hunt of‘Hunt Bros., flour 
‘nillers, London, Ont., was a caller on 
"hursday. He rts that they are much 
“lsappointed at the nee deliveries of win- 
‘er wheat during the past few weeks 


which is the time they usuall t large 
deliveries, but this de they’ have been 
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very small. He is of the opinion that 
while the farmers in the neighborhood of 


‘London sold very largely during the fall 


months, they are still holding a very con- 
siderable proportion of their wheat and 
that they will not sell until about May, 
when they are over the spring work and 
see how the growing crop has come 
through the winter. 

A. C. McLeod, secretary treasurer and 
manager of the McLeod Milling Co., Ltd., 
Stratford, writes: ‘‘We are still running 
full time but are now beginning to feel 
the influence of the coming holiday season 
and find our orders dropping off to a cer- 
tain extent. The writer has just returned 
from a trip through the Maritime prov- 
inces, which he took with a view to study- 
ing the conditions in that eastern market. 
I found that the millers who depend large- 
ly for their business on that market have 
been for some time up against very keen 
competition; the only mills who are seem- 
ingly able to secure prices that will show 
anything like a margin of profit are those 
who have an old-established trade with 
high-grade flours. The deliveries of grain 
in my absence have become more general, 
especially of oats, but the wheat deliveries 
are not one-fifth of the amount they 
should be at this time of year. The crops 
in this district this year were very much 
overestimated.”’ 

CHARLES B. WATTS. 


Manitoba 


Svecial Correspondence 


The feature of the flour market is the 
growing volume of shipments to the east- 
ern parts of Canada and abroad. There 
seems to be a better inquiry for export 





lots for one thing and then again the . 


country miller appears to have more flour 
to sell. Several good orders have been 
filled within the week for shipment east 
and others are on the books of millers 
now. Every little country mill seems to 
have a car or more to sell at odd times and 
these are easily disposed of for shipment. 

Demand for flour is good both at home 
and abroad, that is if one may judge by 
the volume of inquiries received here. 
Probably the lower prices recently estab- 
lished have had the effect of starting in- 
quiries from outside buyers. Previous to 
the drop there was not much inducement 
for Le Ay to ask for Manitoba flouras the 
disparity between our prices and those 
prevailing elsewhere was too great to ad- 
mit of much business being done. Now 
we are more nearly upon an export basis 
and by alittle judicious cutting millers 
can easily sell any surplus they have on 
hand from time to time. 

Best patents are selling here today at 
$2.50 per sack of 98 Ibs, seconds at $2.25 
and strong clears at $1.75, all for jobbing 

uantities delivered to the trade and sub- 
ject to a discount of 10c per sack. 

Manitoba wheat is quiet and firm. Lake 
navigation is closed and prices are now 
on an all-rail basis. Shipments from the 
country have fallen off to about thirty per 
cent of the volume prior to the close of 
navigation and the moderate quantity 
now moving helps to keep prices strong. 
No. 1 northern is quoted at 76}¢c, No. 2 
northern at 73i4c and No. 3 northern at 
71%c. On the option market January 
wheat is selling at 763¢c, and May at 80%<¢c. 
July is worth 815c. All these prices are 
on a basis of in store Fort William or Port 
Arthur. 

The market for millfeed and eempad 
stuff is steady under a good demand. Bran 
is selling at $18 per ton, shorts at $15, 
chopped oats at $25, barley $18, and mixed 
barley and oats $23, all for bulk quantities 
delivered to the trade. 


MANITOBA GOVERNMENT CROP REPORT 


The Manitoba government has just is- 
sued its final crop report for the year 1905. 
It shows a total production of all grains 
of 115,863,862 bus, an increase over 1904 of 
28,559,626 bus. The total yield of wheat 


was “og bus, as against 39,162,458 in- 


1904. The total acreage of wheat was 
2,643,588 and the average yield per acre 
was 21.07 bus, as against 16.52 in 1904. 

The total area sown to oats was 1,031,239 
acres, which gave an average yield of 42.6 
and a total yield of 45,484,024 bus. In 1904 
there was a total se of oats of 36,289,979 
bus, or an average yield of 38.8 bus to the 
acre. 
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The total area sown to barley was 432,- 
298 acres, which yielded 14,064,176 bus, or 
an average of 31.2 bus per acre. In 1904 
the total yield of barley amounted to 11,- 
177,970 bus, or an average of 30.54 bus 
from 361,004 acres. 

The total area sown to flax was 24,770 
acres, which yielded 326,964 bus, or an aver- 
age of 13.2 bus tothe acre. In 1904 there 
were 35,428 acres sown to flax which gave 
acrop of 464,106 bus or an average of 13.1 
bus to the acre. 

Other grains raised were 173,075 bus of 
rye and 53,706 bus of peas. 

The area under fall plowing this year is 
2,046,001 acres, as against 2,423,721 a year 
ago. This falling off in fall plowing was 
forecast by our correspondent some weeks 
ago. It is actually smaller than for three 
years. Even 1903 made a much better 
showing. 

The government estimates the quantity 
of wheat marketed to the first of Decem- 
ber to have been 60.2 per cent of the total 
crop. 

NOTES 


Altogether there- are some twenty-five 
towns in western Canada which are seek- 
ing to have flour mills of greater or less 
capacity established within their limits. 
Some of these are willing to assist a good 
miller to get started. 


The Western Canada Flour Mills Co. has 
laced a contract with the Allis-Chalmers- 
ullock Co. for the electrical machinery 
for its new mil] now under erection at St. 
Boniface. The mill will be driven by elec- 
tric power. It is understood that the con- 
tract includes two 500-h-p. motors and a 
number of smaller ones, aggregating 1,700 


h-p. 
A. H. BAILEY. 
Winnipeg, Man., Dec. 18. ~ 





Montreal 


Special Correspondence 


There has been no new development in 
the local flour situation during the week. 
The feeling remains steady, but the de- 
mand has been somewhat quieter owing to 
the fact that buyers generally have now 
provided for their wants pretty well. 

Prices are unchanged, with sales of 
choice spring wheat patents at $5.10; 
strong clears at $4.60; winter patents at 
$4.25@4.50, and straight rollers at $4@4.10. 

A lot of Ontario flour ground from 
Manitoba wheat has been shipped to Glas- 
gow and sold at 25s 3d@25s 6d c.i.f. These 
prices do not net exporters as profitable 
returns as sales to the home trade; but so 
long as a surplus exists, they are bound 
to keep in touch with the foreign markets. 

A cable received on Saturday from Lon- 
don reported the market for Canadian 
spring wheat grades easier and noteda 
decline of threepence a sack. It also stat- 
ed that stocks were light, for which there 
was a fairly good inquiry at 26s@26s 3d 
for choice patents and at 2is 6d@23s for 
strong clears. 


THE NEW OGILVIE MILL 


The new plant of the Ogilvie Flour 
Mills Co., Ltd., which is nearing comple- 
tion at Fort. William, will be one of the 
greatest in the world. The mill building 
proper will have a daily capacity of 5,000 

bls, but at present machinery is being 
installed for 3,000, and itisso arranged 
that the additional capacity can be added 
as future circumstances require. 

In connection with the mill is the large, 
steel, fire-proof elevator with a storage 
capacity of 600,000 bus and through which 
all the wheat required for tle large Mon- 
treal mills of the company is passed by 
loading into vessels. 

One of the largest flour warehouses in 
Canada is also built in connection with 
this plant, having storage capacity of 
125,000 bbls. There is also in course of 
erection a large cooper shop, having a ca- 
pacity of 2,000 barrels a day, consequently 
the company will have three independent 
barrel factories at Winnipeg, Fort William 
and Montreal. 

The estimated cost of the Fort William 

lant is over $600,000, and provision has 

n made in connection with the elevator 
to allow of additions which can be car- 
ried on up to the extent of 2,000,000 bus 
storage capectty when necessary. 

Everything in connection with the plant 






will be operated by electricity. The de- 
velopment of the great Kakabeka Falls, 
which is being carried on by H.S. Holt, 
C. R. Hosmer and F. W. Thompson, will 
supply the power. 


ALBERTA’S FALL WHEAT 


It was a splendind tribute which was 
paid to the winter wheat grown in Alber- 
ta, by the grain experts of the United 
States, who, after carefully examining it, 
expressed the opinion that it was excep- 
tionally fine and would grade number one 
in the market, which, commercially, is an 
almost unknown quality. 

When it is remembered that untila few 
years ago the growing of winter wheat 
was regarded as an impossibility in that 
part of the west, that the country was not 
considered to be adapted to wheat growing 
at all, peng on a very limited scale, the 
discovery that the finest wheat can be pro- 
duced and that the whole country from 
the international boundary line north to 
Edmonton and from the mountains west- 
ward, is in the highest degree suitable for 
the purpose, one can arrive at some concep- 
tion of what the future of this great new 
province of Alberta must be. 


WESTERN TRANSPORTATION 


In a report to the trade and commerce 
department Charles C. Castle, warehouse 
commissioner at Winnipeg says: ‘‘Until 
such time as both railway companies move 
to the great lake front before the close of 


_Davigation annually from 60 to 66 per cent 


of the exportable wheat surplus, it can 
never be held that the west is supplied 
with adequate transportation facilities, 
the lack of which causes great loss to the 
wheat producing interests and therefore 
to the developments of the country. It 
would not be fair to fail to recognize the 
work of the two railways in movinga 
largely increased number of cars during 
the past three months as compared with 
the same period of the previous year, but 
it is evident that neither road is yet work- 
ing up to the public requirements.’’ 

In Mr. Castle’s opinion, the Canadian 
Pacific railway is now working up to its 
maximum capacity and very little increase 
in the crop movement can be expected un- 
til the road from Winnipeg to Fort William 
is double tracked. 


Montreal, Dec.18. THomAs S. BARK. 





Buckwheat Flour 


Up to the present time, trade in buck- 
wheat flour in Minneapolis and St. Paul 
has not been very good with the majority 
of mills. The winter has been mild and 
against the consumption of such flour. 

isconsin mills seem to have much the 
best of the trade in the two cities. One 
or two New York mills are occasionally 
heard of, but not as considerable sellers. 
Their flour seems to be sold mainly under 
brands of local firms. The Wisconsin mills 
send a carload of flour here every week 
or two and this is distributed in small 
lots to the commission dealers as: they 
want it. A selling price is fixed by these 
mills, and the dealer gets ten per cent as 
his profit. This seems to work very satis- 
factorily. Usually the flour comes in 
bales, each of which contain ten ten-pound 
sacks. Atthe present time, the net mar- 
ket price quoted by New York mills is $5 
per bb] in ten-pound sacks. In bags, the 
price would be the same. Wisconsin mills 
are asking $6.50 per bbl, giving 10 per cent 
off to the commission man. 

H. J. Kilingler & Co., Butler, Pa: 
Buckwheat flour was more in demand last 
week, and some markets are becoming in- 
terested now that have not bought this 
season. The buckwheat grain is well 
cleaned up everywhere and with wintry 
weather now, we will see an urgent de- 
mand for the flour, with only a very small 
supply to meet this demand. We believe 
that the 1905 crop of buckwheat is of the 
finest quality in ten years. 

In the week ended Dec. 16, 20,584 bus of 
buckwheat cleared from New York for 
Hamburg, and 4,993 for Antwerp. 





Goodhue Mill Co., Cannon Falls, Minn: 
Quiet demand for first and second patents 
at fair prices. Inquiries for first and sec- 
ond clear have been coming in freely of 
late. Bran and shorts have been active 
and advanced in price. Receipts of wheat 
light; farmers holding for higher prices, 
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Indianapolis mills produced 10,590 bbls 
of flour last week, 9,330 the week before, 
5,450 last year, and 9,700 two years ago. 

The flour trade was exceedingly quiet 
last week and will probably remain so 
until after the holidays. he trade is 
bearish toa man and consequently hesi- 
tates about booking flour for future ship- 
ment, but conservative buyers are picking 
up flour on the weak spots. Stocks of 
flour are generally low and millers are ex- 
pecting a much better market in January. 

Export business is out of the question 
so far as winter wheat is concerned. Prices 
of flour showed no change from the week 
previous and were quoted as follows: pat- 
ent, $4.30@4.50; straight, $3.90@4.10: clear, 
$3.20@3.70, per bbl in wood, f.o.b. Indian- 
apolis. 

For No. 2 red wheat 90c per bu was bid 
on call board at Indianapolis, Saturday. 

The millfeed business showed consider- 
able animation and prices were advanced 
75c per ton, mixed feed being quoted 
$15.75@16.25 per ton bulk for prompt ship- 
ment. 

Stocks of wheat continue to decrease, 
there having been 334,889 bus of wheat in 
stock in Taliamanolis Saturday, which is 
a decrease of 36,264 bus compared with the 
previous week. 


THE WHEAT CROP 


The weather conditions of last week 
were favorable for the new crop. Winter 
wheat is well rooted and is not in danger 
of being killed by cold weather. The fre- 
quent frosts have not apparently done any 
damage and should there come a hard 
freeze, the absence of any water standing, 
would prevent any possibility of damage 
to the crop. 


FROM THE TRADE 


Acme Milliif® Co., Indianapolis: Trade 
has been quiet. A number of orders have 
been booked, but.we would have gladly ac- 
cepted more. Wheat continues to be worth 
more than the flour. Feed is in active de- 
mand at better figures than a week ago. 
We are now congratulating our friends 
whom we urged to buy our feed four 
weeks ago and who listened to us. Our 
mill has run steadily this week. 


Blanton Milling Co., Indianapolis: 
There has been no improvement in the 
milling situation, as flour buyers are slow 
in coming forward with orders. We look 
for no improvement until after the holi- 
days, when we hope to see a much better 
demand. Many buyers are deferring pur- 
chase until January, and we think there 
certainly must be a change for the better. 
Feed has been in active demand, at higher 
prices. Very little wheat is being offered 
by country shippers. 

George T. Evans & Son, Indianapolis: 
The steadiness of the market did not at- 
tract buyers very much; they all seem to 
be impressed with the idea that lower 
Sg will be seen after the holidays. 

hey of course can not appreciate the 
scarcity of wheat shown in prices asked 
for No. 2 red wheat and it is hardly rea- 
sonable to expect any increase in deliv- 
eries for some time. The demand for feed 
was brisk at better prices. 

The Williams Bros. Co., Kent, Ohio: 
Wheat receipts are fairly good, but orders 
for flour are few and far between. We 
think the domestic trade is very lightly 
supplied and that business in January 
will be much improved. Our prices are so 
far above the ideas of foreign buyers that 
there is no use of making an effort for 
trade on winter wheat flour. Millfeed in 
excellent demand at very much improved 
getons, and with the probable light pro- 

uction of mills for the balance of this 
month, we think millfeed will be good 
property as supply is very limited. 

The Goshen Milling Co., Goshen, Ind: 
As usual at this time of the year thé do- 
mestic demand for flour is somewhat slack. 
Export trade looks more promising than 
it has done for some time and as soon’ as 
the new year sets in we hope to resume 
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business with our friends abroad. Wheat 
is moving with moderate freedom and we 
have a good stock on hand. Millfeed is 
higher and in active demand. As yet we 
have had no extremely cold weather and 
are using water power only. 


JOHN NICHOLSON. 


Toledo 


Special Correspondence 


Last week three mills were closed down 
and two running part time and capacity. 
Flour demand showed no life and pros- 

ective buyers.all seemed to be looking for 
ower prices for wheat, and delaying pur- 
chasing as well as reducing stocks pre- 
paratory to annual inventory. 

Domestic trade has taken the week’s 
output in small lots. While foreign 
trade showed no disposition whatever to 
buy, not even asking for quotations. 

The flour production was 6,500 bbls, 
against 13,000 the previous week, 16,500 a 
year ago and 27,500 two years ago. Millers 
all look for a dull period and light demand 
and production the rest of this month. 

Millfeed has been in very sharp demand 
owing to light production and advances of 
25c to 75c per ton were easily secured by 
those having any unsold. 

The wheat market wasa dull affair, with 
fluctuations confined to a narrow range. 
Cash wheat closed 3c lower than the pre- 
vious week. With light offerings there 
appeared to be plenty to supply the wants 
of ae. The outside speculative trade 
seemed apathetic, while local millers did 
not credit the demand for milling wheat 
reported from southwest markets, while 
this market was lower than other western 
markets, and no flour demand was visible. 
They are skeptical of these reports, and 
imagine they are put forth to induce the 
unsuspecting public to come into the mar- 
ket, but the action of the market at the 
close of the week looked as if the sensa- 
tional reports found deaf ears. Z 

Millers reported more wheat offering 
from the interior, and above their require- 
ments. Receipts were 40 cars, against 
100,000 bus the previous week and 217,000 
last year. The stock in public elevators 
was 677,000 bus, against 242,000 last year. 

Corn ruled easier. The trade reported 
that it could buy a million bushels a week 
if cars were procurable, but every railroad 
is short of rolling stock to handle the busi- 
ness offered. Country dealers and farmers 
were free sellers. The eastern demand was 
slow, but there is plenty to forward on old 
sales. Receipts were 199 cars for the week. 

Oats were in the same position as corn, 
except that the demand was fair. 

The car situation has never been worse, 
with no prospect of improvement . 


W. E. BRIGHAM. 
Toledo, Ohio, Dec. 18 


Michigan 


Special Correspondence 


The flour trade was about of the same 
volume last week as the week before. The 
mills made a steady run and sold all the 
product. Some complaints were made 
early in the week of dullness, but later the 
tone was more cheerful and at the end the 
millers were well satisfied with the busi- 
ness done. The mills made 12,000 bbls of 
flour, compared with a like quantity a 
week and a year ago. 

Prices are a little lower, but in other 
respects the market showed little changé: 
Some flour was sold to Glasgow at 26s 6d, 
but the transaction was a small one. Mill- 
ers state that they must have more money, 
as it scarcely pays to export at the above 
figure. Other foreign buyers were not in 
the market. The east was a liberal buyer, 
not so much for prompt delivery as usual, 
but purchases for January and February 
delivery were on a fairly large scale. The 
local market did a little better for winter 
wheat goods, but dealers in spring wheat 
flours complain of a dull trade. There is 
not much improvement in the car situa- 
tion, and much trouble is experienced in 
moving wheat and flour. 

Rye flour was slow last week. Scarcely 
any shipping was done and the mills have 
ie to do beyond filling the local de- 
mand, 
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Millers reported the best feed market of 
the year. For several days the demand has 
been greater than it was possible to sup- 
ply and orders have accumulated, with 

ittle hope of clearing decks for a long 
time. Demand was both local and eastern 
and most of the orders were of the hurry- 
up kind. 


NOTES 


Louis W. Benesh of Houghton has pat- 
ented some flour mill machinery. 

The Kalamazoo Board of Trade has 
changed its name to the Commercial Club. 

Marketing of wheat in Michigan, Au- 
gust to November inclusive, shows an in- 
crease of 968,263 bus, compared with a 
year ago. 

E. K. White, who purchased a half in- 
terest in the Chelsea Roller Mil] a short 
time ago, has bought the other half and is 
now sole owneref the plant. 


Wheat in Michigan, according to the lat- 
est state report, is rated at 94. The wheat 
made a fair growth late in the fall and 
went into the winter in good condition. 
The condition of rye is 92 per cent. 


The cereal mill of Jacob Beck & Son 
will soon be dismantled and removed toa 
part of Detroit that will be more conveni- 
ent for shipping and better adapted for 
the milling business than the present site. 

Edward Leaders, who for a year or two 
has been engaged as operative miller with 
the William A. Coombs Milling Co., Cold- 
water, Mich., is now employed by Lyon & 
Greenleaf of Wauseon, Ohio, as headmill- 
er of their mill. 

The Huskinson mill at Hartland was en- 
tered by burglars last week and a burglar- 
proof chest removed from the safe. A few 
days later the chest, which contained val- 
uable papers, was found in a hay stack 
about a mile from the mill. A small sum 
of money was taken. 


Judge Hosmer has given a verdict of 
$960 to the Commercial] Milling Co. against 
the Western Union Telegraph Co. for fail- 
ure to deliver a message to a Kansas City 
grain firm ordering a shipment of wheat. 
The court held that the contract on the 
back of the telegraph blank to the effect 
that the company is not responsible for 
mistakes where the message is not repeat- 
ed was not in keeping with Michigan law. 


Detroit, Dec. 18. JOHN BARR. 








Coopers’ Chips 


Conducted by FREDERICK J. CLARK. 
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The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
76,935 barrels for the week ended Saturda 
represented the consumption of approxi- 
mately 230,000 patent hoops, 277,000 hicko- 
ry hoops, and 109,000 wire hoops. 

For the week ended Saturday flour bar- 
rel stock was unloaded by five 
shops as follows: elm staves, 19 cars; flat 
hoops, 3; heading, 7; oak staves, 3; hicko- 
ry hoops, 2; wire hoops, 2; total, 36. 

The only semblance of better conditions 
in barrel stock is to be found in the fact 
that one Minneapolis shop is inquiring for 
staves and hoops for spring shipment. 
Without exception, the shops have large 
supplies of stock on hand, and some 
with a lighter consumption of stock in 
sight, are asking manufacturers to cut 
down current shipments. It will prob- 
ably be three weeks to a month before 
barrels will again be taken at all freely. 
This is on account of the dullness in flour 
always attending the holidays. Stock 
dealers ey patent hoops as showing 
considerable strength, with Michigan 
manufacturers holding for as high as 
$9.75@10 per M. Some coopers, however, 
take the view that a buying range would 
be $9.25@9.50. Hoop mills, in instances, 
are reported to have run out of timber 
and to be temporarily unable to get any 
with which to operate. Were it not for 
the large supplies due to or in the hands 
of coopers, this lack of timber might 
have some effect on the market. High 
quality staves are described as firm, but 
with coopers liberally supplied for some 
time to come, there seems to be no demand 
for them. There are coopers who believe 
they could buy at $9.10@9.50. Though 
heading is guerally quoted at 54@5i¢c 
pee set, recent purchases are reported at 

c 


Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock f.o.b. cars at Minneapolis: 
Michigan elm staves, M......... $ 9.25 
Wisconsin elm staves, M .25 
Mixed hardwood, M.............. 
Gum SN, Dive viinkads asusedades 





ood heading, set 


ng, set 
Hickory hoops, M.............+ 
Half barrel staves, M 
The cost of hauling barrels from Min- 
neapolis shops to the local flour mills is 


% 


inneapolis 
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573¢¢ per 100 from the North Star Barre] 
Co. and 72c from the Hennepin Barrel Co, 
These shops fairly ee the two dis- 
tances from which barrels are hauled. 
Two shops have their own teams and 
wagons and do the work themselves, while 
the others pay by the hundred. A feature 
this fall and winter has been the require- 
ment of barrels by the mills during the 
night time. Not infrequently some mills 
have taken more barrels after six o’clock 
p. m. than during the day. This was due 
to the heavy operation of the mills. Difi- 
culty in getting cars also contributed. 
While the coopers receive no more for their 
barrels when delivered at night, consicer- 
able extra expense attaches, especially 
through the necessity of keeping extra 
a8 ut the shops for loading the b:r- 
rels. 

Minneapolis barrel sales last week were 
unexpectedly heavy. They showed an in- 
crease over the week before of 22,000. Four 
of the five shops made sales larger than 
the preceding week, two of them doin: a 
very large business. This was not a p:t- 
ural condition; instead, the larger use of 
barrels was due partly to necessity for t«k- 
ing care of surplus flour and partly to the 
scarcity of cars. While the week’s s:’es 
were 77,525, the make of barrels was oly 
52,6385. To meet the call for 25,000 barre!s 
in excess of the make, that number »:s 
drawn from store. With a curtailmen: of 
flour output going on, barrel sales for ‘':1e 

resent week can hardly equal those of 
ast week, and next week, with Chrisi- 
mas observed one to three days by the 
mills, the shops count on doing a compara- 
tively light business. | 

The sales and make of flour barrels by five 
Minneapolis shops for the weeks ended on the 
dates given below, were: 


Sal 
1904 

58,490 

55,640 65,110 

230 


82,805 85,855 
65,775 





475 59/845 
69,480 41/690 51120 58.405 
*These figures include 1,182 half barrels, two 
half barrels being counted as one barrel. 
*x* * 
The heading mill of the Virginia Stave 





& Heading Co., at Wilson, Va., was re- 
cently burned. Loss, $2,000; no insurance. 

The stave mill of the Bott Bros. Mfg. 
Co., Harrisburg, Ark., has burned, the 
dry kiln being saved. Loss, $7,000; no in 
surance. 

It is stated that about $15,000 will be ex- 
pentes by the United States Cooperage & 

andle Co. on its stave and handle factory 
at Malden, Mo. 

A factory, with a capacity of 6,000 to 
8,000 hoops daily, is to be started in Beau- 
mont, Texas, by N. M. Snyder, formerly 
of Lincoln, Neb. 

Some stock manufacturers express con- 
fidence in a much better business in the 
coming year than they have done in 1905. 
The demand has greatly improved in the 
last three months, they say. 

A letter from Guy S. Brown, secretary 
of the Central Lake (Mich.) Lumber Co., 
states that while that part of the country 
is without sleighing, the company’s men 
are in the woods getting out logs in 

reparation for snow when it dues come. 

his company expects to cut its usual 
quantity of timber. 

About cooperage in Chicago, the Ameri- 
can Lumberman says: While the demand 
for both stock and packages is slightly 
less brisk, it continues reasonably active. 
Evidently many of the large buyers of 
stock have satisfied their immediate wan's 
and are now’ awaiting further develop- 
ments. Quotations: wood-bound pork 
barrels, $1.15; ash pork barrels, $1@1.02/ 33 
lard tierces, wood bound, $1.25@$1.27’ ; 
six-hoop iron bound, $1.273¢; eight-hoop 
iron bound, $1.32}4@1.85; oil eading, 
23@25c r set; oil staves, $31 to $32 a 
thousand. There is not much demand for 
wood tierce hoops, as the iron hoops have 
largely supplanted them in local shops. 

Special reports from northwestern shops 
outside of Minneapolis as to the use of 
flour barrels are as follows: 


16.000 9 12,830 
Me 8 he 
Oe 75 


4 g 15,787 
ety 11 (17,205 
25,020 





Sn 4 2,675 


Winona, Faribault, Mankato, Pe 
OR i tet tice he flowin. 

the week: elm staves. 4 cars; heading, 
2; oak staves, 1; patent coiled hoops, 1. 








ly 





December 20, 1905 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


729 


REVIEW OF THE MARKETS 


WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT—FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC FLOUR AND GRAIN PRICES—FREIGHT RATES— 
EXPORTS OF FLOUR—SUMMARY OF SITUATION BY NORTHWESTERN MILLER CORRESPONDENTS 


St. Louis 


Dec. 19. — (Special Telegram. )— Flour 
market dull. © export business possible 
at present prices, which sellers will not re- 
duce. Millfeed market strong, due to 
scarcity, but demand is only fair with 
prices unchanged. Following are the rul- 
ng quotations for flour per 196 lbs in 
wood: 

Red winter— 
First PAGenb. «2.6... ccc cctcccccccccecee 
Second patent Hains ae 
EXtre SRRGY .cccccstavesecesa ; 2 
Medium and lo (jute) ; ‘ 
Rye flour (im WOOd).............sceeeee oe 
COPIER cc oc cae kanavksg bens te ctunc cates Se 
Grits, hominy and pearl meal......... 2.55@.... 

Hard winter wheat grades, f.o.b. St. 
Louis, are quotable per barrel as follows: 
Fancy Patent (jute)....... 
Straight Gute). .....cccsssccccce 
Sloat CIRGR) cgei nik as ccsnckaceesh cages anes Y 5 
Low grades to second clears (jute).... 2. 15 
spring patent (bulk) 4.15@4.30 








ee eee ee eeceese eee 


Dec. 16.— MILLFEED — Shippers are 
yperating lightly, but as there is a scarci- 
y, the market holds firm, and prices have 
shown an improvement. The following 
ire the quotations per 100 lbs today: St. 
,ouis soft wheat bran, 79c in largeand 8ic 
‘n 100-lb sacks; bulk bran at country 
oints, 74@75c; middlings, 87c@$1.05: 
nixed feed, 88c for soft and 8ic for hard 
vheat. 

WHEAT—A good demand, particularly 
or soft grades from southeastern millers, 
sut not much local milling demand and 
levator buyers doing very little. 


WHEAT PRICES 





Wheat received at St. Louis for the week 
cna Saturday, in carloads, inspected as 
follows: ~ 








NO. BPOE Caddies Kanstdawnecdevuc 32 
No. S8@ilsciuns sete ey scciuwscr 5 27 67 
NO. 4 2Odacsssecsiedsicawesss 14 4 63 
No. 2 hard winter..........++ 149 157 7 
No. 3 hard winter.....  Sehets 144 56 61 
No. 4 hard winte 21 8 
Spring and other grades.... 71 81 

Totals 378 319 
Dec. 17 

Dec. 9 904 
flour, bbls .. 52,414 41,560 

Wheat, bus. 338,842 i 
Corn, bus aie 444,350 401,650 
Oats, bus 315,900 294,300 
RY@, DUS......00..06006 21,000 11,000 17,100 
Rarley, DUS........ se. 186,250 147,500 80,000 

MENTS 
70,980 68,010 89,000 
3. 260,701 267,615 
277,935 380,340 281.845 
4 369,530 188,335 
5,070 11,780 4,445 
ST, LOUIS STOCKS Dec. 17 


Dec. 16 Dec. 9 1904 

... 2,146,798 2,022,851 3,000,984 

-»- 180,843 210,628 

é --. 804,157 850,693 

JQ. csbegehaternnna 92,147 90,361 14,261 
rr ee 27,403 27,080 26,587 

Principal grades— 








o.2red wheat.... 603,230 613,939 1,048,272 
0.2 hard wheat... 629,844 618,887 45,771 
o.2mixed corn... 69,228 70,849 53,500 
o.2whitecorn.... 14,390 16,946 58,500 
0. 2 yellow corn .. 4,425 8.173 32,196 
0. 2mixedoats.... 327,206 823,445 597,794 
O. ZLYO. serececeeee 33,879 38,875 5,966 
Buffalo 


Dec. 19. — (Specal Telegram.) — Flour 
uiet and decidedly easy. Millfeed strong; 

cemand fair. Offerings light. Quotations 
er 196 lbs in wood are as follows: 





‘'o8t Patent, SPrimg .....-..seseeeescees $4.7. 
raight, spring.......... aay © 

‘ lear, spring.... 3. 

Patent, winter .. 4. 

“‘raight, winter. nes 

Clear, winter were meee ewan ee eens sees ceee 3. 

RY©.. sosesuab neds mead maneal snsheed dak bn wares 3. 





* * 

Dec. 16.—MILLFEED — Quotations per 
‘on today are: Bulk Sacks 
Spring bra .siiesss ke uecases cone den 

“Standard mi 





Gluten feed .........,0c.6 STL 24:20 25.50 


‘eed 
Red-dog flour, 140-Ib sacks......... ...e+ 21.50 
Cornmeal, Coarse ........ teneteias 19.25 20.25 
Oilrneal, Car Ot... ...esesaseeeeeee sovee 30,00 
Cottonseed meal, 100-Ib sacks...... ..... 28.00 
Roiled oats, barrel.wood..... aati 


WHEAT —So little done and so few lim- 
its received that it was almost impossible 
to quote the market during the past week 
on either a c.i.f. basis or for carloads. The 
regular asking prices were 1c over New 
York May for No. 1northern carloads and 
le under, for c.i.f. but the business done 
was at about Ic less. From all indications 
the wheat here is again in few hands and 
will be held for higher prices. Winter 


wheat scarce but millers not anxious to 
purchase. Quotations: 





ti 
0. 2 white, on trach, t.b..........600.- sees 88 
No. 3 white, on track, t.b................2.. 85 
No. 2 mixed, on track, t.b...............0006 
No. 2 mixed, on track, t.b............. 0.0005 87 


OATS— Market continues strong on light 
offerings. Demand fair for all except sam- 
ple lots, which are slow. No. 2 white, 
361¢c, No. 3 white, 36c, No. 4 white, 351¢c, 
No. 2 mixed, 3544c, No. 3 mixed, 35c, No. 
3 white clipped, 361¢c, through billed. 


BARLEY—An easier feeling is notice- 
able but only for certain small lots. Sales 
were made of malting within the range of 
43@57c, outside for fancy. 


RYE—Lower and dull. No. 1 sold at 
741¢¢, No. 2, 734¢c on track through billed. 


CORN—Market easier and demand only 
fair. Receipts were light and today were 
almost nothing. Soft corn at present prices 
seems to be wanted and all offerings were 
easily disposed of. Some improvement in 
grading is noticeable. White corn scarce. 
Prices: 

No. 2 yellow, through billed............ .. 

No. 3 yellow, through billed............ .. 

No. 4 yellow, through billed............ .. 

No. 2 corn, through billed ..... 
No. 3 corn, through billed ... 
No. 4 corn, through billed ... =e 
No. 2 white, through billed.. SES 

No. 3 white, through billed............. .. @A9 
Cool and sweet, yellow,through billed.. 44@44% 
Cool and sweet, mixed, through billed.. 43@44 
Ear corn, through billed................ 46@46% 








Chicago 


Dec. 19. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
dull but unchanged, with little demand 
except for spring straights and first clears. 
Bran firm at $16.50 in 100-lb sacks. Flour 
quotations today are: 

SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 
Leading Minneapolis brands, % sacks 
or wood, per 196 lbs, Chicago terms, 


to jobbers, less 15c being allowed for 

DRORUIIID oie gs 'na'cag's os 60 Gheacee te wase * 
Minnesota hard wheat patent, % sacks 

or wood, per 196 Ib8...........+-e505 4,40@4.45 
Minnesota hard wheat straight, 140 

TE Tso est rg tat caasn oega.ce cae 3.85@3.95 
Minnesota clear, 140 Ibs, jute.......... 2.95@3.10 
Second clear, 140 lbs, jute.............. |. 25Q2.35 
Low grade, 140 lbs, jute............3... 2.10@2.20 
Red og. pO eee Serre 1. 2.00 
City mills patent, 196 lbs, bulk........ 3. 00 

WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 

Patent, southern, per bbl, ine Seer 4.00@4.10 
Straight, southern, per bbl, jute...... 3 3.95 
Clear, southern, per bbl, jute......... 3.10@3.20 
Patent, Wisconsin, per bbl, jute...... 3.75@3.90 


Straight, Wisconsin, per bbl, jute.... 3.35@3.50 
Clear. Wisconsin, per bbl, jute 
Patent, Michigan, per bbl, jute .. 
Straight, Michigan, per bbl, jute. z 
Patent, southern Ill.. per bbl, jute.... 
Straight, southern Ill., per bbl, jute... 
First patent, Kansas hard, per bbl, jute 4.1 
Peas > per cent Kansas hard, per 





PR ci Kaitbacktsiceshscssseeots.é 3.80@3. 
Clear, Kansas hard, ag bbl, jute...... 3.20@3. 
Rye flour, fancy white wood........... 3.80@3. 
Rye flour, dark sacks.............. «+ 3.25@3. 

“* * 


Dec. 16.—MILLFEED — Strong and in 
active demand, with bran in 100-lb sacks 
ranging at $15.85@16.25, standard mid- 
dlings at the same range, flour middlings 


at $18@18.50 and red-dog at $20@20.50 in 


140-Ib sacks. 

CORN GOODS—Opened weak and fell 
again early in the week, but later ruled 
steady at the decline, with grits quoted at 
$1.04, meal at $1.02, flour at $1.15 and 
hominy at $18 per ton. Demand was only 
moderate. 


RYE—Showed an easier undertone early 
in the week, but lighter receipts impressed 
buyers favorably, and they bid u 
toward the close, when a firm feeling pre- 
vailed. No. 2 ranged at 673¢@69c, No. 3 at 
60@65c, seller December at 65@67c and Le 
at 70@72c, the declines of 1@2c establish 
during the early part of the week being 
partly recove by Saturday. 


MILLING WHEAT—Steady and wanted 
with only moderate offerings of reai 
choice. o. 2 red ranged at 89@891¢c, No. 
8 red at 8714@89<c, No. 2 hard, 8534 @8sc, 
No. 8,hard, 80@86c, No. 1 northern, 86}4@ 


prices - 


891¢c, No. 2 northern at 85@88!¢c and No. 
3 spring at 883@87%(c. 


Dec. 17 
1904 
Flour, bbls........... 172,206 
eat, bus.......... 177 2 594, 
oS. Se: 3.923.800 
eS eee 794,100 
oe ee 27,000 
Barley, bus.......... 689,719 
0 Oe” 148,733 
eat, bus.......... 249,506 
Corn, bus ............ 1,773,045 
Oats, bus.... 739,255 
Rye, bus.... 14,675 
Barley, bus. 92,117 








Detroit 
Dec. 19. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
business almost lifeless, in both winter 
and spring goods. Tone of the market is 
easy. Prices are as follows, per 196 lbs in 
wood, car lots, with the usual differentials 
on other packages: 





Dec. 16.—MILLFEED—Market is active 
and firm. Prices in bulk, car lots, are as 
follows per ton (2,000 Ibs): 











Bran .+-$16.50@17.00 
Coarse middlings . - 17.50@18.00 
Fine middlings.... . 21.50@22.00 
Mixed feed ........ 17.50@18.00 

OE SS eae 19.00@19.25 
Coarse cornmeal................+e00- 19.00@19.25 
Corn and oat Chop...........ss.eeeee 16.00@16.25 


CEREAL PRODUCTS — Demand is 
good for everything on the list and the 
market is firm. Rolled oats are still in 
brisk demand, although a little quieter 
than a week ago. Cornmeal is a little 
higher. Prices in wood, car lots, with the 
usual reduction for other packages, are as 
follows: 





Rolled oats, 180 Ibs. .......... cece eeeees $4.75@.... 
Yellow granulated meal, 200 lbs - 2.75@2.80 
Yellow cream meal, 200 ibs..... - 2.65@2.70 
White granulated meal, 200 Ibs ....... 2.75@2.80 


White cream meal, 200 Ibs............. 2.65@2.70 

WHEAT—The market became easy late 
in the week because of a decrease in the 
milling demand. mertegs were not ‘large 
and the movement of wheat is decidedly 
small in all parts of the state. Speculation 
has been of the holiday order. There is 
little interest in the market, and it is ex- 
pected to remain dull till the beginning of 
next year. 


Previous 

GRAIN PRICES aehre 

Opening Range Close close 

2 red wheat.......... 89 874Os9 4 87% 88% 

December ........... 89 87% 4% 87% 88% 

DV ee 92% 91%@93 91% 92% 

1 white wheat ....... 87 86 @87%4 86 86% 
OS RR 46 4544@46 4534 46 

3 yellow corn ........ 474%, 464%4@47% 46% 47% 
3 white oats ......... 35 ie 34% 35 

DP ocdarsvareseciant 69% 69%@69% 69% 69% 


Dec. 16 Dec. 9 1904 








Flour, bbls.... +++ 8,900 6,100 3,800 
Wheat, bus ... --- 82,918 128,466 18,000 
CI ao 5-0 sn siuss abate 311,214 234,764 240,177 
CRT IIIIDS 6 sine. dos ccwvuse 110,940 85,801 54,000 
Ws TR asi ddec cesasecs 34,376 13,586 1,930 
WITHDRAWALS 
Flour, Dbis. .....ceccceee 5,000 3,400 2,000 
Wheat, bus ............. 1,705 48,667 15,582 
CORR IIIB oso csescocedes 88,043 37,345 37,486 
CO IN cs vasic a Vavccuects 60,320 i, 21,378 
PGs WONG sac cesvescccers 8,912 8,728 3,600 
DETROIT STOCKS 
We I coca cick oxinaas 493,877 495,538 762,505 
CORRE TIER oo osc cove vevken 194,207 254,567 121,527 
CRN veicico'ccdesses 50,703 91,263 133,890 
Rye. bus ........-+++++++ 226,388 213,234 27,959 
Milwaukee 


Dec. 19. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
dull, prices ranging $4.55@4.75 for first 
patent in wood. Rye flour steady at $3.60 
@3.70 wood. Millfeed strong and higher, 
bran and standard middlings neleing firm 
at $16, both 200-lb sacks; flour middlings, 
$17.75; red-dog, $19.50@19.75 in 100-lb 
sacks. Flour quotations today per 196 lbs 
in wood, are: 

Hard spring patent, wood 
Hard spring straight, wood . 


Export strai, ht, sacks..... 
ght, 





eee ree rere ery 






Dec. 16. — MILLFEED — Advanced 50c 
per ton, prices ranging $15@15.50 for bran 
and standard middlings, $15.50@16 for rye 
feed, $16.50@17 for barley feed, all in 200-lb 
sacks; flour middlings, $17@17.50 and red- 
dog, $18.75@19.50 in 100-lb sacks. Mills are 
well sold ahead for December and January 
shipment and very little offered. State 
trade very good, bran and middlings 
bringing $15.50@16; hominy feed, $19.25@ 
19.50; corn and oat feed; $15.25@15.75, all 
sacked, delivered at transit points. 

WHEAT SAMPLES— Declined 1c for the 
week. The break came the later part of 
the week. No. 1 northern, 88@88lc; No. 
2, 84@861¢c; No. 3 spring, 71@88c; No. 4, 
74@7%6c; macaroni, 70c. No. 2 hard win- 
ter, 851¢c. 


No. 1n. No. 2n. No.3 spr’g 
77@78 


Monday. 88%@89nom 85 @&s6% 

esday. 884%@89nom 8 @.. aa 
Wed’day. 88 nom 85 @8&6 nom 76@78nom 
Thursday 88 @89nom 85 @.. 11@.. 
Friday... 88 @89nom 85%@.. 80@.. 
Saturday 88 @88% 84 @85 81@82 


OATS SAMPLES—Declined %c for the 
week, demand being good for ail grades. 
Receipts were fair and quality generally 
good. The local trade bought freely of the 
best grades and no trouble was found in 
Sieponing of offerings. No. 2 white nomi- 
nally 321¢@33\c, standard, 3134@88c; No. 
3 white, 2014@3824¢c; No. 3, 298;@31c; 
No. 4, 2914 @30ic. 

CORN SAMPI.ES— Declined 1c on the 
best grades, while the lower grades from 
4@5c. Most of the corn offered was poor 
quality, much found to be heating and 
out of condition, due to the soft weather. 
Receipts were moderate. No. 3, 42@44c; 
No. 8 yellow, 421¢@441¢c; No. 4, 39@43)¢¢; 
no grade, 34@41c; yellow ear, 42@43c. 

RYE—Dull, declining 2c, with buyers 
confining their purchases to the est 
sine considerable was carried over from 

ay to day, the quality of receipts not be- 
ing of the best. No. 1 sold at 69@71Kc, 
No. 2, 67@701¢e and No. 38, 683@68}/c. 

FLAXSEED — Strong, advancing 6c 
for the week. No. 1 northwestern ranging 
$1.011¢@1.0614, with bag lots discounted at 
5c. The receipts for the week were only 7 
cars, not enough to supply the demands of 
crushers. Cake held strong at $27@27.25 
and meal, $28.50 in 100-lb sacks. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS Dec. 17 


Dec.16 Dec. 9 1904 
Plour, bbis.:.......... 20,300 45,695 7. 
Wheat, bi 


47,600 
189,120 
202,350 
122,200 


poSEEES wBF 
SSZeRss 22s 








Boston 


Dec. 19.—(Special Telegram. )—The mar- 
ket for spring wheat flours is dull, with 
no changes in prices. Winter wheat pat- 
ents quoted 10c lower on Ohio and Indiana 
brands, with Michigan and New York un- 
changed. Millifeed firmly held, with a 
good demand and prices tending higher. 
The following are the ruling quotations 
for flour per 196 lbs: 

Patent— 

Minnesota, special stencils............. $5.00@5. 15 
Minnesota and Dakota.............++++ 4.75@5. 





Dec. 16.— MILLFEED — All kinds of 
millfeed firmly held, with a very good de- 
mand aud a further advance in prices. 
Offerings moderate, especially for millfeed 
in transit, which is quickly picked up b 
the trade. The prospects for a continue 
ee demand are promising, as the trade 

as not been stocking up to any extent. 
Decided improvement in the demand since 
the cold weather arrived. The market for 
shipment is also firmer, but the demand 
is not very active. Cottonseed meal much 
higher, but owing to the high prices the 
demand is slow. Some linseed meal, new 
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process, offering in a small way, but the 
range of prices asked is too high to doany 
business. Gluten meal is held at a steady 
range of prices, but the demand is quiet. 
Hominy feed is in moderate demand, with 
no change in prices. Quotations follow: 
Middlings, 200-Ib sacks, per ton ..... $19.75@23.00 
Bran, winter, sacks, per ton 20. 20.50 
Bran, spring, 200-lb sacks ........... 

Red-dog, 140-ib 1. B 


CEREAL PRODUCTS — Moderate de- 
mand for oatmeal, with other cereal prod- 
ucts quiet. The market is liberally sup- 
plied with all kinds. Some cutting in the 
prices on oatmeal, rolled oatmeal vangies 
at $4.80@5.50 per bbl, with cut and groun 
oatmeal at $5.65@6 per bbl. There is a 
good demand for granulated and bolted 
cornmeal, the market ruling lower at $2.90 
@3.25 per bbl. Ordinary bag cornmeal is 
quoted at $1.08@1.16 per bag and $2.65@2.70 

er bb]. Rye flour isin good demand at 

3.45@4.50 per bbl, there being some cut- 
ting in prices. Graham flour slow of sale 
at unchanged prices. 

Receipts of flour, grain, millfeed and 
meal during tho week : : 


1904 

Flour, DIS ......0000cccccssvccece 20, 18,693 
PB vcecicecccanecnarooss te 42.702 14,460 
696,851 69,699 


Flour, sac 
334,473 
81,150 
533 
640 


540 
157 


Exports of flour, wheat and corn from 
Boston during the week ending Dec. 16, 
1905, were: 








-——Flour——. Wheat Corn 
Destination bbls sacks bus bus 
Liverpool ...... va 4,512 206,443 : 
eS ae 450 136,000 68,571 
ee dee,  45%ee rr 
Provinces....... COR kctes, Aptecns .- Seaee 
TOGRIS:. c<s.0000 68 4,962 358,443 1 
Since Jan. 1.. 25,858 581,642 4,276,707 10,308,867 
Same time ’04 55,246 773,700 2,582,637 3,777,497 





New York 


Dec. 19—(Special Telegram)—Flour is 
quiet at unchanged prices. Trade shows 
no improvement and is in small lots. Quo- 
tations are very largely nominal on all 
qualities. Feed is dull and firm with rath- 
er light offerings. Export demand is very 
quiet for all kinds of grain and orders on 
wheat are out of line. Quotations on 
flour per 196 lbs are as follows: 







Sacks Wood 
Spring—Clear ............ $3.25@3.50 $3.50@3.85 
Straight ................ 3.85@4.05  4.10@4.35 
Patent : 4.55@4. 
Fancy 50@4 4. q 
3. 
3. 
4. 
4. 


Dec. 16.—MILLFEED—Market firm, and 
prices have been put upsharply. The ad- 
vance has been due to the rise in western 
markets, and with only light offerings on 
the spot and to arrive, quotations have 
been easily advanced. Quotations: 

Coarse bran, 200-lb sacks, to arrive $19.00@..... 
Standard middlings, 200-lb sacks, to 


CR Hy RE ee 19.00@..... 
Flour middlings, 200-lb sacks, to ar- 

SO RE ee eee 21.50@..... 
Red-dog, 140-lb sacks, to arrive...... 22.40@..... 
City feed, bulk bran at mill......... 18.00@..... 


City feed, 200-lb sacks, delivered.... 19.00@...:. 

PROG TOO. WHI. « oc co cccscccccececes 1 

Middlings, 200-lb sacks............... 18. 

No grade flour, 140-lb sacks, per bbl 2.40@..... 
WHEAT —Very dull for futures and de- 

void of interest for cash. Exporters have 

been doing very little, and cash prices are 

nominal, in the-absence of local demand. 

Export prices follow: 





TO; BOG, TOW, GMIOUE oon kccee ccccccinver cess 945 
No. 1 northern, Duluth ..........ccccccesees 95% 
BO; BMOMNNEER, TUTE. 00.0000 cc ccavderccce 93% 
No. 1 northern, Manitoba, to arrive....... 91 
No. 2 northern, Manitoba, to arrive +2 8934 
BO, 1 RAPE, MEATISODR. 20.0. 000 cccescceccesece os 


TBO. BG WAOOR oc onc ccc cocccese css 
pO ee 8 eS Se 
TOs DMAMORTOME F.O.D i occ ce ccces ccccccncss aces SOMO 
es ee EE ON Ta os.5 5) 00 00k vin wacdmencecines 

CORN—Very quiet but steady. There 
has been an occasional trade for export, 
but orders have been small. 

OATS — Very steady for all grades. 
There has been a little export inquiry but 
only a few sales have been reported, and 
most of this business has been at the out- 
ports. 

BARLEY—Dull, with export limits en- 
tirely out. Shippers are waiting, appar- 
ently, for developments, and holding off 
until after the holidays. 

BUCKWHEAT FLOUR — Firm with 
the cold weather, but trade is quiet, with 
quotations ranging from $2.05 to $2.15. 

RYE FLOUR — Firm but rather quiet. 
Only a moderate amount of stuff for sale 
here and this has been a steadying factor, 
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as gga generally have been disposed to 
wait. 

CORN GOODS — Fairly good business 
in meal for both local and foreign ac- 
count, and a very steady undertone for 
nearly all grades. Quotations follow: 


Baltimore 


Dec. 19.—(Special Telegram. )—The flour 
situation still continues quiet and easy, 
with light demand from all sources. Quo- 
tations nominally unchanged, as follows, 











Kiln-dried, as to brand, per bbl....... $3.00@3.10 per 196 Ibs in wood: 
Hominy, as to brand, per bbl.......... LORS BVO MOUs Ss dive knoe cs ccct vessee pasate 
Granulated yellow meal, per bbl ..... 3.15@3.25 Rio brands of extra......... 
Granulated white meal, per bbl....... 3.10@3.25 Winter super................ 
Fine yellow meal, per 100 Ibs.......... 1.47@... WEEMCOR GORI eg oc on oe scev'ncse Sueese vets 
Fine white meal, per 100 lbs........... 1.42@... be ae eer 
Coarse meal, per 100 Ibs ............... 1.14@1.16 Winter straight........ ae'sensetes 
Brewers’ meal, Dec.-Jan., per 10Q]bs.. 1.26@.... r pate 
Grits, per 100 lbs, Dec.-Jan............ 1.28@.... Winter |] 
City mie 
Philadelphia City mil 
Dec. 19. — (Special Telegram.) — Quota- Git, = nt 

tions range as follows, per 196 Ibs in wood Hard winter clear..............0s.... 
except where otherwise specified : Hard winter straight...............+5+ 4.25@4.40 
Winter extra, new......... 20.2 ceee cess Hard winter patent 
Kansas straight, ...........c0ccceeecees 
ADGA DOGMA, i siccr eciduds caneedwueess Seis 
Pennsylvania clear, .. ae la 
Pennsylvania straight, y ORB +o 








Western clear, ........ 


Western straight ..... se is AGE 

Western patent, .... 2.2... ceeseeeeeeee Dec. 16.—WHEAT—Fluctuating between 
TING CLEA 5 woes oevses ssyeontesncnacéo a narrow range, closing slightly lower. 
spring weet ne s Fevas seeptats ease uane & Receipts for the week, 71,603 bus; exports, 
Spring patent, favorite brands ....... 4 72,000; stock, 419,108. 


City mills’ choice and fancy patent... 4.90@5.00 Closing prices with comparisons: 





City mills’ regular grades winter— Closing Same time 
Gear 3.60@3.75 Wheat y last year. 
3.80@4.00 No. 2red, spot ......... 854%@85% 1ll @ill%4 

No. 2western, spot..... 87 Tee ees @.. 
fas * No. 3 red, spot.......... 83 3% 106%@106% 
Dec. 16.—Receipts of flour this week, Steamer No.2, spot.... 784@78%  104%@104% 


Southern, by sample... 81 2 97 @111l% 


9,608 bbls and 13,620,415 Ibs in sacks. Ex- 





ports, 1,200 tons’ to Glasgow, 100 tons to poughepm. om erade -.- egies Mgt 

eith, 16,950 sacks to Liverpool and 50 January 8644@86% 112 @112%4 

bbls and 10 bags to San Andreas. February ee Se ae 
Wociccs uve ac vues bince a sco eat anos 


RYE FLOUR—Quiet and a shade easier 
with ample offerings. Quotations, $3.75 
@3.80 per 196 lbs in wood for choice Penn- 
sylvania; western, per 196 lbs in sacks, 
$3.70@3.80, the latter for fancy patent, and 


CORN—Quiet with an inclination to 
lower prices. Receipts for the week, 1,232,- 
880 bus; exports, 1,243,849; stock, 1,649,871. 

Closing prices with comparisons: 





in wood at $3.90@4. Mixed— Toda Last year 
BUCKWHEAT FLOUR—Supplies small bay ot 
and prices firm, but trade quiet. Quota- 48% @48% 
tions, $2.15@2.25 per 100 Ibs in sacks for 45%@50% 
new. 454%4@50% 
MILLFEED — Offerings light and the Soscont 
market firm and higher with trade fairly 505% @50% 
active. Quotations: 5054@50% 
Winter bran, bulk, per ton— BS ae reer mre 49%@49% 51%@51% 
ORANG. cncce cavcosaivadasbaneseress $19.00@19.50 MILLFEED-—Strong with an active de- 
Seni ere: at ees... SE mand. Quotations: lightweight winter 
st pee cmap Beg Abies it 235: » Pe bran, bulk, per ton, $17.50@18; medium, 





To arrive, all-rail $16.75@17.25; heavy, $16@16.50; spring 


Spring bran in 100-lb sacks, 50c additional. middlings, in 100-lb sacks, per ton, $18@ 

Oley mall products, per ton— 18,00@19.00 18.50; spring bran, in 200-lb sacks, per ton, 
ran in BACKS .... cccccvcvcces | le . & 

Middlings in 100-Tb sacs....22221.. ane Gee ee ee 


OATMEAL—Firm with a good demand. 
Pear] barley dull and prices easy. Quota- 
tions: 

Ground oatmeal, WOOG ..........6.008- $....@5.55 
PRSORS Oh WONG. 6 occsiccsccs csaraceake 5.55@5.90 
Rolled, steam and kiln-dried, wood... {toe ing are quotations for all grades of hard 
Pearl barley, SO eaikes vscoaoweskse Ut 2.00 winter wheat flour, carload or round lots, 

CORN PRODUCTS—Demand fair, but f.o.b. Kansas City, in jute, per barrel of 
offerings more liberal and pricesa shade 196 lbs: 
easier. Quotations: 





Kansas City 


Dec. 19.—(Special Telegram.)—Follow- 





ROE exis vanss gdecd canmiln ceawaviakwana -90@4.15 

Granulated yellow meal..............-$2.90@3.20 Straight fag kGKE a Rac eia slaeiica teint bt 80 

Granulated white meal.. -- 2.90@3.40 ae ie x 25 

Yellow table meal aekay hen ‘ ae EME BONGO a5 oo pciek puinciiebde ts cncaenas z. 50 

Rae :: 3.00@3.50 , Established differentials are observed in quot- 
WOROW GOR WOO o cives sccsseeksact aces 3.00@3.40 "S flour in wood or cotton packages. 

Pearl Boma (35-1555 saccsaresor noone 3.10@3.50 uotations to buyers in central states are 

: based on $3.90@4 per bbl at Missouri river, for 

WHEAT — Offerings moderate and the straight patent rd wheat flour, in cotton 


market steady early in the week witha 
fair demand from millers, but exporters 
showed little interest and prices eeeene ae 
lower under weaker outside advices. e- 
ceipts, 114,895 bus; exports, 16,000; stock, 
462,510. Prices compare as follows: 
Close Saturday Week ago 
Y4@8s 85 @8% 


uarter sacks, arrival draft terms, subject to 5c 
dianoaas for sight draft. 

Local prices in Kansas are $4.30@4.60 for pat- 
ent, 30days, 1 per cent off for cash north part of 
state, net cash in south part. 

In central states high patent is quoted 20c 
higher than the prices for straight patent 
given above. 


Prices are on basis of arrival draft or 30 day 
No. Sed, December... St terms with 5e off for cash. 
CAR LOTS Texas mills quote $4.60@4.70 for patent in 
pO | RAR ep men 8444@85 85 @85% cottons, delivered in the state. 
Steamer No. 2 red...... 8144@82 82 @82% nsas mills hold 95 per cent flours at $3.50 
LS aa 4@81 81 @81%  @3.70 net, jute, Kansas City. 
Rejected A ............. 78 @78% 784%4@79 ay “straight” or “straight patent” a 95 per 
No. 1 nor., Duluth, new 96%@97% 97 @98 cent flour is usually mean Bed cent low 
No. 2nor., Duluth, new 94 @95 9444@95% rade off. ‘‘High patent” is us y from 65 to 
CORN — The market declined 1@1%c per cent. 


¥* 


Dec. 16. — MILLFEED — All offal isa 
strong market, with good local and south- 
ern demand. Offerings here are moderate 
on account of good demand with interior 


under lower outside advices and general 
pressure to sell. Export inquiry was fair, 
but foreign limits as a rule were belowa 
workable basis. Local trade demand was 
light. Receipts, 592,278 bus; exports, 394,- 








823; stock, 675,541. Prices compare asfol- mills. Prices are above an eastern 1% 4 

lows: ping basis. Quotations for feed, etc, in 

Ps Chose Week car o— - cone “er Hoe, aeae City, 

a ago sacked, in cents per s, follow: bran, 

No. 2 mixed, December..... 494@49% 50%@51. 73@74c; shorts, 81@86c; mixed feed, 74@ 
No. 2 mixed, January....... 49 @4934 50% @51 "5e: chop, 80c 
No. 2 mixed, Februaby...... 49 @49% 50@50% Gs COLD. CHOP, SNe. 

CAR LOTS NEW CORN WHEAT—Receipts were materially in- 

No. 2, exportelevator....... ....@49% ..@51 creased. The better wheat was taken on 

er, ex an --@49% local and scattering outside mil] orders 

No. 3, export e * while exporters were in the market for 

Re 6 export cove PA low grades and took about all that was 

OO COFR, DOF offered. Cash prices were lower on the 

OATS — Trade in car lots quiet, but week. 
offerings of desirable stock moderate and Today’s cash prices were: 


prices well maintained. Supplies mostly 
of medium and poor stock, which was 
dull and irregular. Receipts, 154,777 bus; 
exports, 390,062; stock, 909,985. Prices 


Last 
week 


Hard wheat—No. 2, 80@8144c; No. 3, 78@80%c; 
NE ft heat — IN 2, 91@92c; No. 8, 85@91c; N 
whea' 0. &, > oO. 3, c; No. 
78@85c. 


CORN—Receipts were very large, about 
60 per cent increase over last week. 
great deal was, however, applied on con- 
y% tract. A few big buyers for export took 
% most of the offerings. Local shippers 
bought moderately. 


compare as follows: 





® 
‘ 










, 
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Today’s cash prices were: 
Mixed corn—No, 2, 3c; No. 3, 30%c; No. 4, 


24 Qe. 
3114 te corn—No. 2, 31%@32c; No. 3, 30%@ 
Cc. 


Dec. 17 
1904 


421 200 
668,700 
79,200 
10,000 
1,600 
90 


Dec. 9 
442.000 
778,000 
150,000 
19,000 
7,000 
180 


800 17.400 
000 366,300 
000 432.000 
000 = 69.800 
000 
000 
245 


1,000 
85 





Toronto 


Dec. 19. — (Special Teleuee.) — Millers 
report demand for flour light. Sales «re 
nore car lots of high patents macie 
by mills having a well-established trac-. 
Export business is of a very limited ch» r- 
acter, the bids received being genera'iy 
unworkable. Quotations: 


High patent, blended.................. $4.25@4.18 
Patent, 85 to 80 per cent, belnded..... 4,00@4.10 
Patent, 90 per cent, blended........... 3.85@+ 05 
OPRIMEAUS 0's kins ov cincadcaccasaehannciensh 3.75@s.90 
TRO cv vnius sccesautaeteusics oecbases 2.70@3).:0 
Li W BPAOOB 0 vs es vis nncessusuaccensans,e 2.30@2.10 





In bags 20c — bbl less and in half barrels })< 
per bbl more is asked. 

A further drop of lc on the small lof 
or 2c on the large loaf, in the prices «f 
bread here this week, owing toa war }-- 
tween the bakers, has had a very ba‘ 
effect on the sale of strong flours, as the 
bakers say it costs 7c to make and delive: 
a loaf of bread, with present prices of 
labor and materials. Quotations on Mani- 
toba flour are as follows, per 196 lbs, ce- 
livered in bags at all Ontario points: 






First patent... + $4.40@4.80) 
Second patent. eee 4.00@4.30 
Clears ........ -- 8.90@4.2U 


Mills only shipping occasionally have to a 
cept 10@20c per bbl less. 
xs 


Dec. 16. — MILLFEED — Demand for 
bran unusually strong for this time of 
year, and with some of the larger mills 
running short time, unless there is an im- 

rovement in the demand for flour short- 
y, prices of bran may reach a fancy fig- 
ure. Most of the mills are getting $15@16, 
and some even $17 in bulk from the farm- 
ers at the mill doors for all they can spare 
and some of the big mills would pay $16, 
bagged, if thay could find any for sale at 
that figure. o change is reported in the 
demand for shorts. Prices are as follows, 
per ton of 2,000 lbs, in car lots, f.o.b. 
mills: middlings, bagged, $17.50@18; bran, 
$16.50@17. No sales of Ontario wheat bran 
for export are reported. 

WHEAT— Offerings of winter wheat 
continue fair and although the millers’ 
requirements are very limited, the demand 
for export maintains prices at last week’s 
figures. 

Prices of Manitoba wheat, both at lake 
ports and all-rail, remained steady for 
most of the week, but closed weak and 
somewhat lower. No. 1 northern is offer 
ing at 891¢@90c and No. 2 northern 81 
871¢¢ and scoured wheat 4c and No. 1 re 
jected 6c to 7c less than the straight grades 
‘All milling-in-transit via North Bay, De- 
cember and January shipment. 

ONTARIO WHEAT 





No. 2 red winter........... cee. cece cere 79@79% 
No. 1 white winter.... oN @.. 
ao ; waite winter es see 
oO. 1 Spring........ --@io 
CEES ae ..@74 
No. Z2SPrin@. ....0ceceecces i@.. 


MANITOBA WHEAT 
All f.0.b. cars 6 cavern at lake ports. 





No. 1 hard, nomi: ey 
No. 1 northern 85@' . 
No. 2 northern 82@8 
No. 3 northern, nominal .......-.--+++ ar OM 
No. 1 red winter, nominal.........---- @ 


OATS—The easier feeling reported in 
oats last week has continued and } 0. 2 
white is now offering quite freely at a 
number of points at 35c. Buyers do not 
appear anxious for them even at this fig- 
ure, although it is 1c lower than last week, 
and Manitoba oats are about }¢c higher 


Montreal 


Dec. 19.—(Special Telegram. )—There ‘+ 
a fair ee some st ie of the 





country for spring wheat flour, but the 


city trade is quiet and the demand for ex- 
port is slow. The feeling is steady in spite 


of the weakness in wheat and prices show 
no changes. Market quoted as follows: 





x & 

Dec. 16. — MILLFEED — Continued 
scarcity of bran and the demand ; “ 
the same are the chief features of oT 
market. Manitoba bran has sold at 
and Ontario at $19 per ton, 





























eo > 


SSsSssS"2 


as: 6655 
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bags, which is an advance of $1 per ton for 
the latter. Demand for shorts fair, of 
which supplies are ample and sales of 
Manitoba grades have taken place at $19 
and Ontario at $20 per ton, including bags. 
Milled — of moullie are steady at $21 
(@24 and straight grades at $25@27 per ton. 

WHEAT — A fair business has been 
worked in Manitoba spring wheat over 
the cable. Sales amounting to 300,000 bus 
being reported, besides 120,000 bus that 
were sold to New York at 91c for No. 1 
northern and at 8914c for No. 2. Sales of 
Ontario No. 2 white were made at 80c and 


No. 2 red and mixed at 79c per bu at 78. 


per cent points west. 


COARSE GRAINS—A fair business has 
been done in Chicago No.3 yellow corn at 
53@584¢c per bu ex-track. Oats dull and 
easy. No. 2 white, 39c; No. 3, 38@381¢c; 
No. f° 87@37i¢¢ per bu ex-store. 
cables report sales ‘of American No. 2 
white clipped 38 lbs, at 17s@17s 8d. Mani- 
toba barley quiet. No. 3 quoted at 48c and 
No. 4 at 464¢c per bu ex-track. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—Sales of car lots 
of rolled oats have taken place at $2.35 per 
bag ex-track and small lots at $2.40@2.45. 
Demand for cornmeal! is fair at $1.45@1.50 
per bag. 


Corn, bus........ 332 q, 10,270 
Peas, DUB aks cs ee cogeees 7. cmakaes 2,502 
Oats, bus........ 17,083 21,205 é 

Barley, brs...... 6,035 27,675 39,665 
Buckwheat, vus. 744 ee 
Flour, bbls...... 7,632 6,653 3,830 
Meal, bbls....... 425 205 225 


The following table shows the stocks of 
grain and flour in store in Montreal on the 
dates mentioned : 





Barley, bus 78,é 
Buckwheat, bus... 31,744 32, 
Flour, bbls 298 

Meal, bbis.......... 374 380 499 


Duluth 


Dec. 18.—Quotations to jobbers for car 
or round lots of flour, net per 196 lbs 








f.o.b. mills, are: Monday Yearago 
First patent, wood........ wi? rt] .60@5. 
Second patent, wood ..... 4. 50  5.50@5.70 
Straight, wood...... 3.95@4.30  5.40@5.60 
Fancy clear, jute.. . 3.(0 z j 
Export cr rg jute. 2. 


Low grade, jute STS ON 


1905 bbls 1904 bbls 1 
Dec. * 8900 Dec. 17.. 7,100 Dec. 19..16,280 
Jec. “BL, 490 Dec. 4 -19,390 Dec. 12..10,000 
Dee. 33850) Dee. .-28,000 Dec. 5..25,140 
Nov. 25. "29,360 Nov. 28: 24,085 Nov. 28..37,385 


EXPORTS 

Dec. 16; «*isaue jo) ae, Pere ee Dec. 19.. 15,00 
Dec. 9.. 6,000 Dec. 10.. ,.... Dec. 12.. 2,500 
Dec. 2.. 9,000 Dec. 43.. ..... Dec. 5.. 8,500 
Nov. 25..12,600 Nov. 26.. .... Nov 28..20,350 


MILLFEED—Advanced again last week 
on good local and eastern demand. Offer- 
ings are somewhat lighter oma to cur- 
tailed output but on the whole the volume 
sold was satisfactory. Millers ask the fol- 
lowing prices in 200-lb sacks, car lots: 


onda ear 
Bran, 200-Ib sacks. .... $13.75@14.00 $16.25@16.75 
s horts, 200-lb. sacks... 13.75@14.00 16.25@16.75 
Middlin, , 200-Ib sacks i ro the 50 16.75@17.25 
Millfe@d.... .cseseccene 16.25@16.75 


In 100-Ib sacks, 50c per ‘a ae is added. 
Closing prices of coarse grain today were: 
Oats—To arrive, 29%c; track, 29%c. 

Rye—To arrive, 62c. 

Barley—Feed, 35@45c. 

WHEAT—Had a severe break the past 
week, and lost 24,c for cash and less for 
he futures. Receipts fair and the eleva- 
tors are beginning to fill up again after 
‘heir exertions to get empty during the 
‘losing week of navigation. There are 
10w about 9,000,000 bus of ‘‘regular’’ ca- 
acity under the rules of the Duluth 
soard at the Head of the Lakes, the rest 
being private, and likely to remain so. 
Closing prices have been as follows: 


--No. 1 nor.— 

Tr’k Toarr. Dec. Ma 
Monday .ssscccesevse 8544 8g 83%HR—OC=«G 
“UCSURY.. .....ee00- 84% 84% 3 8656 
Wednesday........++ 845% «= 8496 82%Ht—~C« 
Thursday ......+.0. 84% 84% 82% 864 
t ride coc obuet) Cond on on 4 oo% 
Saturday ....6...00. % 
Mondays sed sidontice 83 83 82 85 
Dec. 19. 1004 .....065 110% «11034 Ss 11024: 112% 


WHEAT STOCKS 


Wheat in Duluth-Superior elevators is 
‘eported as follows, on the dates given, in 
bushels: Dec. 17 

Dec. 16 Dec.9 Dec. 2 1904 





| havd..caeycd 2,542 y RPS 4,067 
‘ northern.... 2,151 2,151 2,408 221,011 
“ northern.... 3,284 = 69,209»: 39,536 
NO. B..06 15,888 15,388 51,462 610 
No, 4.... 1,307 1,307 10,390 7 
ejected. . 980 910 3=—_ 22, 7,769 
ne grade..... . vanes Engrs 1571387 ase 
urum ... an heen 5 
W esterM.., icin: vestatneuaeeale, blsamens 13,302 


ed 
Special bin.. “9,017 /688 2,300,589 4,853,972 2,230,358 
Totals ...,..2,659,800 2,418,704 5,170,711 2,580,905 












WEEK'S RECEIPTS Dec. 17 
Dec. 16 Dec. 9 1904 
st, 1,158, vor 


Afloat ‘flaxseed. 195. 1345. 

Afloat *oats, 529,000. 

Afloat +flaxseed, 45,349. 

FLA XSEED— This has been a shar 
week for seed, and the developments indi- 
cate a few more struggles to come between 
the larger crushing interests and some in- 
dependents. It has been a week of large 
trading and of selling to the foreigners for 
spring export and it is believed that the 
combination had been lost for the con- 
tinued control of the seed markets in 
hands which have held it for some time. 
There are now in store at the Head of the 
Lakes 1,232,089 bus of seed, against 774,786 
a week ago and 6,458,388 bus last year. 
Closing prices for the week 





Toarr Dec ay July 
Monday...... $1.00% $1.00%4 $1.00% $1.05% ...... 
y | “a 1.0 ‘ Se’ 2 
Wednesday.. 1 01% 10L% 1.01% 1.05% 11.22: 
Thursday . 1.02% 1.02% 1.02% 1.06% ...... 
Friday....... 1.04% 1.04% 1.04% 1.08% 1.09% 
Sa y.... 10534 1.0534 1.05% 1.09 1.10 
Monday...... 1.05% 1.05% 1.05% 1.0944 1.10% 
Dec. 19, 1904.. 124 124 124 127 ...... 





Minneapolis 


Dec. 19—Quotations asked today by Min- - 


neapolis and outside mills for flour in car- 
loads or round lots f.o b. Minneapolis, per 
196 lbs., for prompt shipment, were: 





Tuesday Year ago 
First poe = word wists $4.25@4.50 $5.60@5.75 
Secon: | ne in wood.. 4.15@4.40 5.50@5.65 
Fancy clear, ‘ jute .....: 2.90@3.15 380@4.00 
First clear, in jute........ 2.65@2.90  3.20@3.70 
Second clear, in jute ..... 2.00@2.25  2.15@2.30 
Red-dog, in jute .. -- 1.75@1.80 1.90@1.95 


Prices asked by ‘northwestern mills, al 
cluding Minneapolis and outside, 
se 2 shipment, per 280 lbs, in jute, c.i. 2% 
ncluding 2 per cent commission, were to. 





day (Dec. 19): LONDON 
Tuesday Last year 
25s 64@26s 9d =: 29s 64 @31s 6d 
. 228 9d 24s 6d@25s 
20s 6d 22s 64@23s 
= 3d@16s 6d 15s 94@16s 
4s 3d@14s 6d 13s 9d@14s 
LIVERPOOL Tuesday 
PROG go. sccsisuePaviatseeaovcccsane 25s 6d@26s 6d 
First clear, standard.............. 20s 6d@2Is , 
SOON CIE os o.c os o's cncen'c-nsnesesecs 16s @iés 3d 
NEED on spc CaN saa eg. coe t eas be 14s @l4s 34 
GLASGOW 
WORN Soi cig sop caus. coasecsdbaces 25s 6d@26s 6d 
First clear, standard.............. 20s 6d@21s 
BORONG GIMBR eo isc pec cnsts cusesaccee 16s 834@16s 6d 
RN ia cheb scidbeiseccoseidercse 14s 8d@14s 6d 


Amsterdam c.i.f. quotations of local 
and outside mills were, today, per 2203 
lbs, in guilders: 





Patent ...... --12%@134 
Fancy clear. 10%@10% 
First clear.. 10%@10%4 
Second clear.. 7%4%@ 8 
ne REVERSI EUAN SAG ENE I gee aH 6%@ 7 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

London 60 days’ sight documentary ex- 
hanes was quoted by Minnea lis banks 
as follows during the last wee 
Dec. 13....$4.8244@4.82% Dec. 16. .$4.82%4@4.82% 
Dec. 14.... 4.82}4@4.82% Dec. 18.. 4.82%@4 82% 
Dee. 15.... 4.82}44@4.82% Dec. 19.. 4.825¢@4.82% 

Guilders, Save days’ sight, were, Dec. 19 
quoted at 40.12%. 

MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 

The flour output and foreign shipments 
of Minneapolis mills for four weeks, with 
comparisons, are shown in the subjoined 
tables: FLour ovTPUT BY WEEKS 

1905 Bbis 1904 Bbls 1903 Bbls 
POG WE, vccisvae Dec. 24..261,740 Dec. 26..117,185 
Dec. 3. Dec. 17. '264'250 Dec, 19..341,460 
Dec. 9...382.935 “Dec. 10..279,370 Dec. 12. .388.015 
Dec. 2..351,200 Dec. 3. 270,945 Dec. 5..410,130 

FOREIGN SHIPMENTS BY WEEKS 
Dec. 23......55- Dec. 24.. 53,170 Dec. 26.. 
Dec, yw bid Dec. 17.. 41,885 Dec. 19.. 65,040 
Dec. ~ Dec. 10.. 19,640 Dec, 12.. 57,135 
Dec. a Bits Dec. 3.. 33100 Dec. 5.. 99,445 
OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 

The flour output and forei shipments 
of northwestern mills outside of Minne- 
apolis and Duluth have been by weeks, in 
barrels: 





i 1008" 

-+ 53 ge 172,590 140,805 23,490 1,600 

154 87,275 199,175 170,120 29,500 11,675 
-55 37,250 1135 183,223 25,010 7,060 
..-54 36,850 215,385 171, ‘555 6,160 
..-54 36,650 212,270 161,730 6,190 
.-.53 86,950 210,685 155,215 22,075 6,905- 
-55 37,000 205,205 145,095 27,935 7,660 
..58 35,500 193,560 260 13 3,610 
..-52 85,200 187,975 151,975 17,480 4,970 
--53 36,200 k 955 15, 6,040 
. 2....538 36,400 162600 156,525 11,765 3,980 
Dec. 9....53 39,450 178,025 148,555 14,560 5,335 
Dec. 16....46 35,300 375 975 12, 8,955 


CEREALS AND FEED 
Millfeed has made a further advance dur- 
ing the week. Pox pn and middlings are 75 
type ton higher; flour middlings, 40 
; and red-dog, 25@85c. However, at 
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these prices there is not much buying and 
there are a good many in the trade who 
look at the situation from a bearish stand- 
point. Of course, the large exports of 
millfeed to Germany, on account of the 
increased dutes going into effect March 
1, has greatly helped the market. The 
east is reported to have small stocks; the 
southwest is an active buyer. But per- 
haps as potent a factor as any is the fact 
that surplus supplies from the northwest 
are in strong hands. Naturally, the cur- 
tailment of output now being put into 
effect has some bearing. Should the mills 
continue to run lightly through January, 
even the bears admit that it might keep 
prices up. As it is, some brokers are not 
getting feed from mills as fast as they 
would like to. 

Bran and middlings are about on a pari- 
ty as to demand. ed-dog is stronger and 
with no foreign market for what is made, 
the current production seems to be easily 
absorbed. 

Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed 
today (Dec. 19) for prompt shipment were, 


eo 2,000 lbs: Bulk 200-Ib sacks 
ee ere $13.35@13.50 $14.25@14.50 
Coarse bran........... ....+ @.. 14.50@14.60 
Stan middiings .. 13.35@13.50 14.25@14.50 
ddlings ...... 5.00@15.25  16.00@16. 
Red-dog, 140-lb jute... 16.50@16.75 — 17.50@17.75 


In 100-Ib sacks, 50c per ton additional over 200- 
Ib sacks is charged. 

The Boston basis of prices for millfeed, 
for prompt shipment, is given below, per 
ton, in 200-Ib sacks: Tuesday Year ago 
Standard bran ....... + 50@19.75 $21.40@21.65 

n 9.85@20.00 


. 10.50019. TS oy Pe 
21.40@21.60 


ddlings 
Red-dog, 140-Ib sacks. 22.90@23.25 On 90@25. 14 
Quotations of — and feed products, 
in car lots, net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis, are: 


























Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibs, bulk........ $15.00@15.50 
No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 Ibs, bulk.... 15.50@16.00 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 Ibs, bulk 16.00@16.50 
No. 3 ground feed. 2, bs, --- 16.50@17.00 
Rye feed, 2,000 Ibs, in 100-Ib sacks ... 14.00@14.25 
Yellow cornmeal, ‘granulated* waeeve 2.60@ 2.70 
Cornmeal, white*...................+ 2.70@ 2.80 
TIGER, CORTHO®. « oncccs cee cescccccce 2.70@ 2.80 
Table grits* .......-.. +) .00- 0000 eeeeee 2.70@ 2.80 
Brewers’ grits, in jute, 200 Ibs....... 2.30@ 2.40 
Rye flour, ss eobswacssiewee 3.35@ 3.45 
Rye flour, Re ss pasaers 3.25@ 3.35 
Rye flour, standard, white 3.05@ 3.15 
raham, rye, bbl ........ 2.80@ 2.90 
Gr , wheat, pore, bbl 3.50@ 3.60 
Gr: ,8 rd, bbl 3.00@ 3.10 
Rolled oats, 180 lbs, wood 4.80@ 4.90 
Rolled oats, per bbl in 90-ib sacks... 4.60@ 4.70 
Mill screenings, per ton ............. 8.50@ 9.50 
Elevator screenings, per ton -50@10.00 
Buckwheat scree: ngs, per ton 9,.25@10.00 
Flaxseed screenings, per ton 7.00@ 8.50 
Chicken or screenings, per ton.... 13.00@14.00 
Oil cake, 2,000 lbs ... 26.00@26.50 
Oil meal, 2; 26.75Q@27.25 





bs. . és 
Buckwheat flour, bbl, small sacks .. 5.00@ 6.25 
*Per barrel in sacks. Where not otherwise 
stated. sacks are of 49 and 98-Ih cotton. 


MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN MARKETS" 


MINNEAPOLIS, Dec. 19.—The wheat mar- 
ket, until today, had taken a downward 
course, yesterday reaching as low as 85c 
for May in this market. The bank fail- 
ures in Chicago had a depressing effect, 
making the trade nervous and apprehen- 
sive. Today, there was a change in senti- 
ment and prices advanced Ic. 

In the s ~ market No. 1 northern today 
sold ne! 1%ec over December, and No. 2 at 
3¢c und er. 

Compared with a week ago, No. 1 
northern at 84!¢c is %c less: No.2 at 
81%c, 8c; No. 8 at 78@79c, 2c; December 
at 8414c, c; May at 86l¢c, 3{c. 

The appended table shows closing prices, 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of No. 
1 northern, No. 2 northern, No. .8, No. 4, 
December and May wheat: 

Nol No2 No3 
84% 56 





Dec. 12.. 84% 82% 80 @8l 76 82% 86% 
Dec. 13... 84% 8246 80 81 77% 825 86% 
Dec. 14 .. 84% oe 80 81 76 82% 86% 
Dec. 15 .. 84% 80 @81 78 82% 86% 
Dec. 16 .. 83% Bix @80 77 815% 8% 
Dec. Z ‘ ane oo 77 @7 % 81% 85% 
Dec. 1 84% 81% 78 g 79 76 8234 86% 
ang 19. 110% 105% 97 99 113 

lec. 21¢. 81% 79% 74 @T7 8234 

me104. +1903. 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and Du- 
luth for the week ended Friday were in 
bushels (hundreds omitted) : 

1904 1903 1905 1904 


Minneapolis .......3, af — 2,424 7, oo 13, v4 
AAS 325, 
ES occa wn ons 3,763 3,230 2,749 10,075 15,978 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
Receipts and shipments at Minneapolis 


by weeks ended Saturday were: 
RECEIPTS Dec. 17 
Dec.16 Dec. 9 1904 
Wheat, bus.......... 8,157,000 2,636,400 2,589,860 
Flour, bbis........... | 10,881 | 8,655 | 15.615 
, tOMS ....... 7 669 749 
\ Wutsss neits 133,920 57,040 311,040 
Oats, bus............. 889,760 498,240 336,020 
Barley, bus.......... 487, 357,650 342.990 
Eye, cera ous 58,960 36,980 28,880 
RPO FPR 287,760 257,240 255,780 
295,680 629,980 
369,985 266,342 
9,096 8,431 
120,780 171,000 
49,840 20,200 
57,540 46,200 








‘ 
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MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 


Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators 
was reported as follows by the Chamber 
of Commerce on dates given, in bushels: 





Dec. 17 
Dec. 16 ae? Dec. 2 1 
No. lhard. 326,342 8.927 243,697 18, 
No. l north 4,831,145 4,803.530 4,324,702 3,141.915 
Others..... 2,258,037 1.829,540 1,676,366 10,236,501 
6 6, 
7 
9,5: 





RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
At Minneapolis for the week ended Sat- 
urday, the receipts of wheat by grade and 
the percentage of each grade of spring 


wheat received, were as follows, com- 
pared with the same week in 1904 
Week ended— —Week ended— 
ec. 16 Dec. 17, 1: 
Cars Percent Cars Percent 
No. 1 hard...... 249 8.52 fee 
No. 1 northern.. 615 21.04 186 *7,.88 
No. 2 northern.. 864 29 56 451 18.71 
p OS ee eae 593 20.29 823 34.13 
0 ey 321 10.98 626 25.96 
Rejected........ 224 7.66 79 3.28 
No grade........ 57 1.9 242 10.04 
Winter.......... ses tt Biweeerss re 
Macaroni ....... 174 bins DR ien Rites 
Mixed wheat... 20 <ahy UG =) <p xwess 
Totals........ 117 100.00 2,561 100.00 


*Includes 4 cone No. 1 hard. 
CROP YEAR RECEIPTS 


Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 
Duluth from Sept. 1 to Dec. 16, were as 
follows, with comparisons, in bushels: 





1905 1904 
Minneapolis..............- 45,327,170 45,524,590 
METUN fn oo so scocageonnntee 25,933,199 18,072,368 
MIB ois isco sc avansecs 71,260,369 63,596,958 


Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 


at Minneapolis, in bushels, were: pec. 17 
Dec. 16 Dec. 9 1995 
30,612 41,529 25,526 
- 6,112,717 6,063,500 s.n18, 013 
a 7. 1/316,232 1,235,425 578 
181,993 176,857 se 78 





“2,150,774 2,107,719 1,495,557 


Freight Rates 


OCEAN RATES 
Ocean rates on flour, from Atlantic 














ports, as quoted in Minneapolis Tuesday, 
were as fo lows, % in cents per 100 lbs: 

From: . 

Phil- New- 

New Bos- Balti- adel- Mon- port 

— ton more phia treal News 

Aberdeen ....... OR saves 20.00 22.00 ..... ..... 

Amsterdam..... 15.00 14.00 17.00 17.00 ..... 16.00 

re ia gb 14.06 16.88 16.00 16.00 ..... 17.00 

eRe a AOD os: AU ercednca coo 

Sc pares SRS FO pee 

AEP OP IRS eR aes Vaaan woiien 


16.50 
ceases 18.00 18.00 18.00 17.00 
18.00 18.00 18.00 17.00 . 
23.00 


Owing to See changes, the above rates 
are subject to confirmation. 





MINNEAPOLIS AND DULUTH RATES 
All-rail rateson flour from Minneapo- 
lis and Duluth, are, in cents per 100 lbs: 








To— 

27.00 22.00 

21.50 22.00 

50 22.00 

.00 22.00 

50 22.00 

50 27.00 

50 -- 22.00 

50 -- 22.00 

.00 «- 22.00 

.50 18.50 

50 18.50 

00 27.00 

00 . 22.00 

50 23.00 

.50 18.50 

Erie 50 Pes . 18.50 
Binghamton...... 22.00 Wheeling, W. Va. 18.50 


*Applying to export shipments of flour only. 

+Export shipments of grain products only. 

The subjoined table shows the division 
of all-rail rates from Minneapolis and Du- 
luth, in cents per 100 Ibs: 


A B A B 

New York.... 83 16.7 Pbfiedelphia.. 8.3 14.7 

Boston........ 8.3 18.7 Baltimore.... 83 13.7 

Ae propeetice of throm, h rates, Minneapo- 

lis to Peoria and Chicag: —Proportion from 
Peoria and Chicago to o Atlantic ports. 





DETROIT 
Freight rates on flour in cents per 100 
Ibs one Detroit to the points named are 
as follows: 
New ae 








[NT PET ETE 


Sn nn 


ga pony oer HE eT no 


ers 


a a SIE IIS SE aS oS 


| 
i 
| 
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KANSAS CITY 
Following are rates on flour for domes- 
tic use, all-rail, Kansas City to points 
named: 








New York 28.50 Baltimore 25.50 
eee 50 Wi -- 2.50 
Philadelphia 26.50 Detroit..... - 18.50 
Pittsburg 21.50 NewportNews... 25.50 
pi eae 27.50 Rochester 25.50 
ho ng Riding: Sow 25.50 Cleveland 18.00 
irginia points.. 25.50 Richmond 25.50 
Scranton......... 26.50 


Following are tariff all-rail rates on 
flour for export: 


BOStOR ¢.ccsscccee 24.50 Philadelphia..... 23.50 


New York........ 24.50 Baltimore........ 22.50 
ae ports rate on flour for export will 


Following are through rates on flour in 
sacks, for export Kansas City to the ports 
named, in cents per 100 lbs: 


Aberdeen......... .70 Hamburg........ 34.30 
Amsterdam....... Bts4G.  LUOUE oc vacescsecs 7.00 
Antwerp ......... 34.70 Liverpool ....... 33.10 
Brastol on cvcc cs sccs .70 London.......... 10 
Christiania........ 50 Manchesfer...... 32.05 
Copenhagen ...... 36.75 Rotterdam....... 34.20 
Dundee........... 40.70 Belfast .......... 36.90 
Glasgow .......... 56.70 Dubiin......<s2.0¢ 37.60 


Ocean rates firm and advancing. Everythin 
indicates higher rates a be expected for 
December and January. ates via the Gulf 
are in instances from %c to 2c lower than those 
given via Atlantic ports. 





8ST. LOUIS 
Following are the freight rates on flour 
in sacks, in cents per 100 lbs, from East 
St. Louis to foreign ports, via all-rail: 
DORAOR: 55 cass ces 
50 Rotterdam. * 
Manchester 





Ham urg .... 2... 30.50 . 
Liverpool ........ Ge SROIEL vo. 0vcs Saco an 3 
All-rail export rates on flour, in sacks, 
in cents per 100 lbs: 
New York........ 16.50 Boston 16. 
Philadelphia ..... 15.50 Baltimore... .... 14.50 
Newport News .. 13.50 
Domestic rates, all-rail, 
sacks, in cents per 100 lbs: 





on flour in 


New York........ 20.50 Scranton......... 18.50 
OT aw vaissis sence Baltimore ....... 50 
Philadelphia..... 18.50 ington...... 17.50 
Pittsburg ........ 50 Detroit........... 10.50 
BURIOs 6 ccc covers 13.50 Newport News .. 17.50 
BIDROF si ss0siccces 19.50 Richmond Va... 17.50 
Syracuse .... .... 17.50 Rochester ...... 
All Virginia com- Cleveland.. .. 
mon points..... 17.50 Indianapolis .. 








Visible Supply 


The statement of the visible supply of 
grain in the United States is given below 
in bushels (hundreds omitted) : 











Dec. 16 . 
At— Wheat Corn Oats Rye B’rly 
Baltimore ........ 406 1,704 558 287 ..... 
oston....... es 251 Ge . SMe scam sane 
Buffalo ...... .+ 4,335 36 2,220 263 2,673 
Chicago .......... 5,331 713 5,815 640 ..... 
Detroit ...... cess 494 194 St M5: 
So 2,659 1 3,930 88 396 
Ft. William....... TU veins danse <sgen ‘Nekes 
Galveston ........ 343 640 ww... wee 121 
Indianapolis...... .B35 85 ee 
Kansas City ...... 1,355 661 ee re 
Milwaukee .. 335 58 = 64 7 
Minneapolis. 7,416 81 6,113 182 1,316 
Montreal .... 1 16 ee 78 
New Orleans...... 220 1,800 319 ..... ..... 
New York........ 1,152 1,051 1,723 226 721 
SS a ree 3 71 1,716 16 1 
Philadelphia ..... 535 «876 948 B Wess 
eee a ee eee 
St. Louis ......... 2,467 174 807 88 35 
OS TS, 674. 371 1,642 OF czars 
TOFONTO 66.0450 cee re D> iabdu’ eadas 
CONOR ic cccane 2¥em “Saeed “KReehe “Rede@ 209% 
CO IMROR cisccccee Keos Deane meses Seeds eadse 
ME ccssiaann's 38,835 8,739 27,756 2,311 6,334 
Last week........ 34,711 7,703 27,835 2,234 6,396 
Last year......... 38,585 5,359 24,189 2,165 7,116 


Changes for the week: Increase — Wheat, 
4,124,000 bus; corn, 1,036,000; rye, 77,000. De- 
crease—Oats, 79,000 bus; barley, 62,000. 





Coarse Grain Prices 


Closing cash prices of corn, oats andrye 
on Dec. 18, at following points, were: 
Corn Oats Rye 


OMI 6 6 ct cine a doh cuss Wapas 38% 28% 6034 
ean ais cscccaeeos-cnedien bas atee 293 62 
CN a cB isscceceoveuce cede 42% 30% 6934 
MR COIs a oie'c wccccs ctecvceees 3936 31% .... 
ans pcastsnociebaaaten 41 33 ee 
es ce acsedclenadeene “akae at 
sc! eae ce cegaee’ emia 3234 6834 
es oo vases e edeseel chee ede. aaee 
Quotations above are on following grades: 
at Minneapolis, Chicago, Milwaukee, Toledo, 


No. 3 yellow corn; at St. Louis, Kansas City, 
New York, No. 2 white. At Minneapolis, Du- 
luth, Chicago, Toledo, Milwaukee, No. 3 white 
oats; at St. Louis, Kansas City, No.2 white; at 
New York, natural white. At Minneapolis. 
Duluth, Toledo, Chicago, New York, No. 2 rye; 
at Milwaukee, No. 1. 





Coarse Grains 

Daily closing prices of No. 3 yellow 

corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 2 rye and bar- 

ley at Minneapolis during the week were, 
per bushel: Corn Oats Rye 

i 29% 61%@63% 


op SR Ee 41% 29% 

DOC. 14 oor ccccecen 40% 29'4 614@63% 35@47 
Dec. 15........... 41% 20% 61%@62% 7 
SE” eee 39 = 2934 prtsp ends B5@AT 
DOG. 18.060. 000000 38% 28% 59%@60% s5@47 
DOO. 10..65..0000. 38% 2934 59%@61%  36@47 


~ 


‘ 
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Week’s Flour Exports 
NEw YoRK, Dec. 17.—(Special Tele- 


at gy Laing 5 of flour, Ss in bar- 
rels, from all Atlantic and Gulf ports for 















the weeks ending on the following dates, 
were: Dec. Dec. Dec 
Destination— 1s 9 2 
London.... be 73,005 33,593 
Liverpool . 17,894 30,842 
G OW... 61,917 25 042 
RII cS icsarics<Gohvaneee  eae 1,786 
FREER Ae Se 3,451 3,027 
INOWOMNGIO. cep ciscccden. scatae. ptsben '.: saabee 
BISCO oi eiascecetccs cccle.. See eae 2,857 
RVORIGOUER « saeicidsin ce! Skee aed ee 
ahenna 1,071 
1,429 828 
WSRD lckives 
4,616 1,886 
357 1,521 
. 22,809 
ates ee 1,000 
11,220 =: 16,742 
OCONMIIIENT  cakseeseds a cens 1,714 20,030 
POOITIIIE civ om nics a0 cakan ecoand 845 674 
Norway - Sweden...... ...... 449 3,144 
ussia...... Be a ae ee eee 
Cuba.... 5,500 5,181 6,407 
Hayti.... ; 4,532 1,934 9,494 
San Domingo ... « Ae | eacees 1,932 
Other W. Indies........ 12,210 18,578 28,647 
Central America...... ...... 5,690 100 
WED sian tan eva cc's ixeee ’ vera 16,338 3,635 
CIURME OR Mascccusapbees 4,061 14,708 17,188 
. N. America ‘ 1,511 6,063 862 
MOIOG 6 ocdccandsnusapan’.! €otnen 2,454 25,675 
FOROUG vc acisoscrovackicanine 188 567 = 42,465 
TRGB «ic odecethcwncn 217,501 278,118 266,057 





Closing Wheat Prices 


Closing prices of December and cash 
wheat at points named, on each day of 
the week, per bushel, were: 

DECEMBER WHEAT 

Wed Thur Fri 

13 14 1 «16 18 19 
Minneapolis ... 8254 82% 82% 8154 81% ty) 


Duluth......... 82% 82% 83 83 8 
Chicago........ 85% 86% 86% 85 83% 84% 
St. Louis....... 8344 8344 83% 83% 82% 14 
New York..... 945% 9g 95% 9% 945¢ 
Kansas City...: 79% 7936 79% 7914 78% 78% 
Winnipeg...... 76 76% 76 75% 75% 75% 


CASH WHEAT 
Minneapolis ... 843g 8454 84% 83% 834 84% 
eo ee 843g 84% 84% 83% 83 84 





Chicagot. «> 80% ST “SIR: 2s... BF Be 
St. Louis....... 85 8534 85% 84% 85% 85 
Kansas City— 
«. 81% 81 Ot 
«--. 91% 91% 90% 
88% 8814 874 87% 
90 8934 88% .... 
7% 5% 5% 





+Fresh arrivals. 

In the above table the price of cash wheat at 
Minneapolis, Duluth (to arrive), Chicago, Mil- 
waukee and Winnipeg is for No. 1 northern, at 
Toledo for No. 2 red, and at St. Louis for No. 2 


hard. 





Weekly Flour Output . 


The attached table gives the flour out- 
put at milling centers for two weeks, with 
comparisons, in barrels: Dec. 17 Dec. 19 

Dec. 16 Dec.9 1904 1903 
Minneapolis..... 318,990 382,935 a x4 341,460 











Duluth-Super.... 8,900 31,400 7,1 16,280 
Milwaukee...... 40,920 43,800 26,700 35,100 
a ee 368,810 458,135 298,050 392,840 

46 outside mills* 156,875 ...... TORE, cokes ae 
Asqr te spring.. 525,185 ...... eee 
St. Lous ...sccce 18.300 28,200 26,200 18,000 
St. Louist....... 29,000 31,400 25,000 42,000 
Indianapolis .... 10,590 9,330 5,450 9,700 
Detroit ...... 12,000 12,000 12,900 11,400 
Chicago .........- 500 29,500 7,000 7,700 
Kansas City..... 35,400 28,500 30,700 40,700 
Be ON ae ee 5000 13,000 16,500 27,500 


*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth. 

+Flour made by mills outside of St. Louis, but 
controlled in that city. 





World’s Grain Shipments 


World’s grain shipments for the week are 
shown below in bushels: 








WHEAT Last 

Dec. 16 Dec. 9 year, 

America .......+:+. 3,208,000 4,568,000 1,600,000 
pS Oe 568,000 3,800,000 3,216,000 
BR re 1,808,000 2,104,000 1,576,000 
MUNIN: eas 4aap-écekus 208,000 752,000 1,048,000 
Argentina .......... 1,136,000 1,240,000 464,000 
Australia........... 144,000 240,000 288.000 
Austria-Hungary .. 56,000 ) aor 
FRSC vc chas ab oka? 40,000 16,000 248,000 
ONE codcnees dade 9,168,000 12,752,000 8,440,000 

CORN - 

De Ss iia veesta 3,868,000 1,982,000 1,256,000 
EN nn00 bha0 0adeak 80,000 16,000 94,000 
oS ee 89,000 122,000 51,000 
Argentina .......... 675,000 951,000 2,391,000 
Totals........... 4,712,000 3,071,000 3,792,000 





New York exporters claim there is no 
demand for corn for winter shipment, but 
state that with a liberal inquiry for May, 
June, July, August and September ship- 
ment, bids are only a shade out of line, 





Bradstreet’s reports the w orts 
of wheat and flour from the Uni tes 
and Canada at 4,434,000 bus, against 1,144,- 
000 last year. Bepore since July 1 = 

roximate 57,257, bus, against 32,401, 
ast year. 





Foreign 


Glasgow 


GLaseow,. Dec. 20.— (Special Cable. )— 
No improvement in the tone of this mar- 
ket can be noted. Owing to heavy sup- 
plies, business has been depressed and buy- 
ers have had the advantage. The approach 
of the holiday season checks business. 
The following net c.i.f. prices, per sack of 
280 lbs, are approximate quotations asked 
by mills: 





Ba patent . 2s @25s 6d 
Straight............ - 20s .@2ls 
Prime clear........ - 21s @22s 
Kansas patent......... 248 @25s 
Winter—First patent ............. 26s @27s 9d 
SEEGER TONG 660 oi. ace ndacsaiees 24s @25s 
Fancy .. 26.002 238 @24s 


Sales ex-store, not ‘including commission, 
would pewcesens an additional cost of 9d@is 
ver sack. 


Liverpool 

LIVERPOOL, Dec. 20.—(Special Cable. )— 
Complete stagnation was the feature of 
this market during the week. Prices are 
nominally unchanged, but where sales are 
pressed, buyers have the advantage. The 
following c.i.f. prices, per sack of 280 lbs, 
are approximate quotations asked by 
mills: : 
Minnesota first patent ............ 2s @26s 
Minnesota second patent. . 248 bord 
Winter extra fancy...... . 21s 6d 
Winter first patent.. -.. 248 64@27s 
Kansas patent ............ ccc ecees 248 @25s 6d 

Sales ex-store, not including commission, 


woore represent an additional cost of 94@1s per 
sack. 













London 


LONDON, Dec. 20.— (Special Cable.)— 
There is no change to note. The same 
quietness prevails as has ruled the market 
for some time. American mills quote 
somewhat lower prices but buyers mani- 
fest little interest. There is great delay in 
shipments from America, which is caus- 
ing considerable inconvenience in this 
side. The following net c.i.f. prices, per 
sack of 280 lbs, are approximate quota- 
tions asked by mills: 

first patent ............ 24s 94@25s 6d 
second patent. oe. 238 3d 
first clear. 









low grade 15s 94@16s 3d 
paves 6d@: 
Ku aieia Candle cue pany 30s @3is 
CRM hs cans 24s 6d@...... 
Serene. ¥ canes daelatavesesenee 14s 6d@...... 
BPO; WE OO oi casos ce vicce eedewdgsense £4 6d 





Amsterdam 


AMSTERDAM, Dec. 20.—(Special Cable.) 
—Dullness prevails and the limited busi- 
ness that has been done wasat prices tend- 
ing in buyers’ favor. A few sales of Min- 
nesota first and second patents were put 
through. - Prices are without special 
change. Quotations in this market are as 
follows, *Holland terms, per 100 kilos 
(22044 Ibs) : 

Minnesota first patent........ 12.62@. ori 

Minnesota second patent.... 12.25@..... florins 

Pg RS ee eae 10.00@10.25 florins 
7.50@..... florins 

*‘Holland” terms mean 2 per cent commis 
on wae one per cent discount on 3 days’ sight 

ratt. 





FLAX AND ITS PRODUCTS 


Receipts of flaxseed for week ended Sat- 
urday and stock in store, at Minneapolis 
and Duluth, are shown below in bushels, 
(hundreds omitted) : 

-Receipts— -—Instore— 
1905 1905 1904 


1904 
Minneapolis ......... 256 2,151 1,496 
WEEE nc'at dees. uchaes 457 529 1,282 5,917 
Wel sis Sh docs 745 785 3,383 7,413 


Daily closing prices per bushel of flax- 
seed in Minneapolis, Chicago and Duluth: 
-—Duluth— Chgo. 





Spot arr. Spot May Spot. 
Tied; OB ciscsae 1.01% 1.01% 1.01% 1.05% 1.03 
Tee; 86. 6.0%226 1.02% 1.02 1.02% 1.06% 1.04% 
Dec. 15 1.04% 1.04% 1.04% 1.08% 1.06% 
Dec. 16...... 1.0534 1.0534 1.0534 1.09 1.07 
aS | aS 1.05% -1.05% 1.05% 1.0934 1.07 
Dec. 19,450.02 1.08% 1.08% 1.03% 1.07 1.05 

THE BAKERY 


Fire damaged the bakery of John Koske, 
Winona, Minn. 

The bakery of O. G. Marjenhoff, Charles- 
ton, S. C., is lighted by acetylene. A 
hundred-light plant is employed. 

Soft winter wheat patent flour is quoted 
to Minneapolis bakers by Kansas mills at 
= in bulk, delivered, and straight at 

3.75. 
NEW SOUTH WALES 


New South Wales correspondence: About 
forty delegates were present at the second 
annual conference of the Master Bakers’ 
Association of Australia, held in Mel- 
bourne in November. 

The Sydney and Suburban Master Bak- 
ers’ Association is a. healthy institution 
having benefited from the existence of the 
arbitration act. The membership roll is 
118. A dispute with the breadcarters, be- 
ginning in May 1904, remains unsettled, 
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owing to the congestion of claims in the 
arbitration court. The agreement with 
the operative bakers expires in a few 
‘weeks, whether to be continued is not yet 
known. Frank Gartrell, is the new presj- 
dent of the association; N. Holder 
vice-president and W. G. Bradley secretary. 

An amendment to the Bread Act of New 
South Wales is being sought by the mas- 
ter bakers. The chief provisions are, that 
the fines for selling yo gpt si bread 
(at present 5s per ounce) should be sot 
less than £1 nor more than £20; and that 
French rolls baked in tins, and all bread 
baked on the sole of the oven and entirely 
surrounded by crust, should be allowed 
two ounces to the two pound loaf. he 
latter provision means practically the ‘c- 
galizing of a concession now granted. [t 
is ergo oA doubtful, however, if ~‘e 
bakers will be able to convince legisla: is 
that bread, like other commodities, sho:-id 
only be sold by weight. 


DETROIT, MICH. 


Bread eaters of Detroit have receive a 
shock from a report recently issued Sy 
State Dairy and Food inspector Edwar< ‘}. 
Schultz. This officia] has been making ‘ec 
rounds of the 123 bakeries within the | \- 
its of Detroit and findsthat morethap | if 
of them are in an unsanitary condit: 1. 
At that, he says the average is no wo <e 
than in other cities. About seventy h ve 
been served with notices to clean up or 2 
prosecuted and ten of the worst have boon 
notified to clean up inside of ten days. ‘\ :e 

enalty for neglecting to do soisa fin: «f 

5 to $300, or ninety days imprisonm:'. 
A very strong law on this point was pay: 
in Michigan last April. The inspector : 
looks at the bakery or other place wi 
any foodstuffs are manufactured, sto: —: 
or offered for sale, and orders a clean-u; 
necessary. <A written notice is next set 
from the department in Lansing. If thi: 
is no attention given to this, a formal i+ 
gal notice is served and then the proprieior 
is prosecuted. Commissioner Bird, who 
attending to this mattter, states that in 
one case he found horses stabled in ¢! 
room where the dough was mixed. The 
proprietor of that place went out of busi 
ness. 





CURRENT MAILS 


H. C. Meining, assistant manager Shei 
field-King Milling Co., Minneapolis: 
There is a little export demand for flour, 
but domestic trade is very dull. Flour 
seems demoralized by some millers quot- 
ing ridiculously low prices—less than cost. 
There is a very good demand for millfeed 
and prices have advanced about $2 per 
ton. Shipping directions on flour are not 
as numerous as they have been, and we 
look for no improvement until after Jan. 
1. Wheat deliveries at country stations 
have been as good during the last week as 
at any time on the crop. 

H. P. Gallaher, manager Northwestern 
Consolidated Milling Co., Minneapolis: 
Business in flour during the week was 
rather light. Feed isin good demand at 
an advance of $1.50@2 per ton. Wheat 
stocks locally are comparatively small. It 
seems reasonable to expect, however, that 
there will be a decided increase both in re- 
ceipts and stocks between now and Jan. |. 
Wheat values, in our opinion, are consid 
erably lower than warranted by existing 
conditions. We look for a good demand 
for flour and a higher range of prices 
with the beginning of the new year. 

G. M. Heath, secretary and manager 
Listman Mill Co., La Crosse, Wis: The de- 
mand for patent flour continues slow, 
while the demand for clears and millfeed 
exceeds our output. Have sold consider- 
able flour for Europe during the last wee 
at better prices than were obtainable in 
this country. We have about the usua: 

uantity of flour sold ahead, and have 
shipping directions to the middle of Jan- 
uary. This is about as it should be. Our 
mill is running full capacity and has been 
throughout the year now closing. a 

J. A."Dunn, manager for W. C. Leisti- 
kow, Grafton, N. D: Domestic demand 
for flour is only fair and at very close 
prices. Eport offers are below the basis 
at which we can place our product on this 
side. Demand and prices of millfeed are 
good. No trouble to get shipping instruc- 
tions on orders booked some time azo. 
Wheat deliveries from farmers are aud 
have been very light in the last three 
weeks. ‘This is mostly on account of 
storms and poor condition of the roads. _ 

Mapleton fa nine Milling Co: Flour 's 
dull, and it is hard to make sales. Prices 
seem to be cut all to pieces. Feed strong 
and demand increasing. Wheat deliveries 
are heavy. 

La Monve (it. D.) Milling Co: Flour is 
very dull. Wheat receipts were light '0 
the last two weeks. mand for feed is 
good at satisfactory prices. 





Bradstreet’s reports the week’s exports 
of corn from the Atlantic and Gulf ports 
at 8,408,000 bus, against 454,000 last ‘poms 
Exports since July 1 approximate 29,297, 
000 bus, against 11,879,000 last year. 
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THE HOPPER 


The Baker and Confectioner, London, in 

come on the report of the depart- 
ment of technology of the City and Guilds 
of London Institute for the session of 1904- 
1905, makes this sensible comment: ‘‘It 
is becoming increasingly plain that in 
those branches where we compete with 
other nations our success must depend on 
the skill and technical knowledge of our 
workmen; thatin this international rival- 
ry it is not hostile tariffs and prohibitive 
duties we have to fear, so much as bein 
outdone in the training, skill and intelli- 
gence of our workmen.”’ 
- The Baker notes with satisfaction that 
the report shows an increasing attendance 
at the examinations for bread making and 
confectionery, and also a marked increase 
in the intelligence of those who sat for the 
examination. This is shown by the small 
percentnn of failures to pass by students 
in these branches as compared with other 
technical branches covered by the exami- 
uations. 

What the Baker says of the value of 
tvaining is as true in the United States as 
ia England. Whether or not it rag ws 4 
used the word ‘‘training,’’ before skill 
end intelligence, there is much to be said 
ia favor of giving precedence to training. 

Aman may have ever so great natural 
entitude and intelligence, for a certain 
calling, but without suitable training his 
progress in his trade and his value to his 
employer will be less than what it would 
have been had he enjoyed a technical train- 
ing and theoretical knowledge of his trade 
sich as could be secured ata suitable 
training school, or to a certain extent 
through correspondence classes such as 
are held on milling subjects in England. 

If some wealthy millowner desires to 
render a service to the trade, he could do 
no better than to follow the example of 
Mr. Weinstein of Odessa who gave 50,000 
roubles to endow a millers’ school in Rus- 
§la. 

A well-endowed milling school in this 
country, properly conducted, could not 
fail to exercise a most beneficial influence 
on the entire American milling industry. 


IF AMERICANS ATE MORE BREAD 


Reference was recently made in the Hop- 
per to the possibility of a great increase in 
the home demand for flour through an in- 
creased consumption of bread in the Unit- 
ed States. If we take the figures prepared 
by W. S. Patterson of the. Liverpool Corn 
Trade Association for the British Royal 
Commission on Supply of Food and Raw 
Material in Time of War as a basis of com- 
putation, the results are extraordinary. 

Mr. Patterson estimates the amount of 








wheat consumed as food per capita in 
France at 7.8 bus and in the United States 
at 4.7%. Thisdoes not take into account 
wheat used for seed or for other purposes. 
The Frenchman, according to this, eats 
nearly three bushels wheat per annum 
more than the American. If we figure the 
population of the United States at 80,000,- 
000 the incre home consumption of 
wheat, supposing the American could be 
induced ‘to eat as much bread as the 
Frenchman, would be 240,000,000 bus, or 
say ae | 48,000,000 bbls of flour. 

What a boom in the milling industry 
would ensue could this desirable state of 
things be brought about. 

According to Mr. Patterson’s figures the 
per capita consumption of bushels of 
wheat for some other countries is: Bel- 
gium, 7.2; Switzerland, 5.7; United King- 
dom, 5.6; Canada and Australia, each, 5.5; 
Holland, 3.9; Austria-Hungary, 3.6. It ap- 
pears, therefore, that lower wages do not 
Stand in any particular relation to the 
consumption of wheat flour. 


GERMAN ASSOCIATION ON BLEACHING 


President van den Wyngaert, of the Ger- 
man Millers’ Association, has apparently 
come to the conclusion that flour bleach- 
Ing serves no useful purpose and he is 
therefore opposing it with all his might. 
He gave expression to his views at the In- 
ternational Millers’ Congress in Paris, 
where bleaching seems to have been a sub- 
ject of great interest to many visitors. 

ut his views have been most emphatical- 
ly expressed through the association of 
which he is the head. 

At a recent meeting of the directors of 
this association, reference was made to 
the investigations of Professor Fleurent, 
as presented to the Paris Congress, and to 
those of the experiment station of the 
German Millers’ Association, both of 
which, so the resolution recites, indicate 
that high-grade flour may be bleached, 
but only affecting the fat content of the 
flour, by changing or reducing it. .The 
resolution goes on to say that the yellow 
tinge of the flour is thereby chan to a 
pale white, but that there is no improve- 
ment in the flour nor in bread made from 
it. On the contrary, the bread, if whiter 
1n color, receives an insipid taste. This 
1S so marked that bread made from the 
Same flour, bleached and unbleached, can 
readily be told apart by the blind who 
designate the bread made from bleached 


flour as tasteless. While the bleaching 
process does not improve either the flour 
or the bread, it is calculated to deceive the 
public in so far as the improved color 
gives the appearance of better quality. 

Following this lengthy preamble the 
resolution reads: ‘‘German milling, al- 
ways ge 2 to adopt and encourage every 
process that is able to improve flour, 
must condemn and er gy flour bleaching 
as a process calculated to deceive the pub- 
lic, and the directors of the Association of 
German Millers resolves to instruct its 
president to take the necessary steps to 
this end.”’ 

No one can accuse Mr. van den Wyngaert 
of re the courage of his convictions, 
or of failing to express his views with suf- 
ficient clearness and precision. This reso- 
lution, according to Der Miiller, the asso- 
ciation organ, is to be given publicly 
through the aaily press. 

While Mr. van den Wyngaert can not be 
blamed for opposing that which in his 
judgment is not for the best interests of 
the trade, it seems regrettable that oat 
thing should be stirred up in the daily 





THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


press calculated to arouse a prejudice in 
the public mind against.white flour. Not 
a week goes by that an article or com- 
munication does not appear in some paper 
or magazine, often in a prominent one, 
tending to discredit white flour. 

It seems, therefore, to the Hopper that, 
by invoking the aid of the daily press to 
oppose the bleaching of flour, President 
van den be evapo will only play into the 
hands of those who are already so active 
in waging a newspaper war against white 
flour. To be sure, he makes no charges 
against the wholesomeness of bleached 
flour, but only complains of its lack of 
flavor, and of its deceptive appearance. 

Flavor is of course, a matter of taste, 
concerning which the truth is well ex- 
pressed by the old saying ‘‘de gustibus 
non est disputandum.’’ Asto the decep- 
tive appearance of bleached flour, that 
would appear to be a matter for buyer and 


seller to regulate between themselves, and - 


if flour buyers in Germany are as astute 
as those in the United States, they will be 
amply able to protect their own interests 
in this matter. 





IRRIGATION AND DRY LAND WHEAT 


The extensive nig prot systems that 
are now in penarees es construction by the 
government will, when completed, add ap- 
preciably to the wheat acreage. Large 
yields of wheat have been grown on irri- 
gated lands and it is hoped by many that 
irrigation will help to some extent to solve 
the problem of our future wheat supply. 
In connection with irrigation there are a 
number of unsolved problems that greatly 
affect the wheat industry. 


EFFECT OF IRRIGATION ON STRENGTH 


While irrigation results in the produc- 
tion of larger yields of wheat, does it in 
any way affect the quality of the grain, 
Ah! we its strength for bread-making 
purposes? The work that has been done 
along this line has shown that the wheats 
grown on irrigated land have a tendency 
to contain less gluten than when grown 
on unirrigated land, particularly if gen- 
erous amounts of water have been used. 
An interesting trial in this connection 
was made at the Montana experiment 
station, and it was found that, wheat 
raised on irrigated land contained only 
8.81 per cent of gluten (protein,) while 
wheat raised from the same lot of seed on 
similar and adjoining land contained 14.41 
per cent. Experiments elsewhere have 
shown similar results. The Utah experi- 
ment station has extensively investigated 
the subject, and has used on different 
plots from five to forty inches of water 

er acre. With few exceptions it was 
‘ound that each individual inch of water 
has lowered the gluten content of the 
grain. An application of 5.1 inches of 
water produced wheat containing 23.2 per 
cent of gluten, while thirty inches of 
water produced a crop with 14 per cent of 
gluten. Experiments in Europe have led 
to similar conclusions, and it appears to 
be an established fact that when grains 
are raised on irrigated lands their con- 
tent of gluten is decreased, while the yield 
is greatly increased. 

Millers and grain dealers give preference 
to dry land wheats, claiming that they 
make stronger flours, and such wheats 
usually command a premium over those 
grown on irrigated lands. 

It is to be regretted that there is a_loss 
in the strength of wheat when raised on 
irrigated lands, as the wheat producing 
area in the United States is none too large 
and needs to be extended. Undoubtedly a 
large amount of wheat will be raised on 
the new lands that are to be brought 
under irrigation. From present indica- 
tions they will be wheats of fair ees 
but not as strong wheats as could de- 
sired. The miller must look elsewhere for 
strong wheats. 


WHEAT GROWN ON UNDRAINED LANDS 


There are in Minnesota and North Da- 
kota thousands of acres of valuable un- 
drained lands that are capable of adding 
immensely to the output of wheat in these 
states. hese lands are of the highest 
fertility—rich black loams which in dry 
seasons produce large yields of wheat but 
are practically unproductive during wet 
seasons. 

While the drainage of these lands has 
been undertaken in a limited way by the 
states, and in some cases by individual 
counties, the problem is so large that it 
should. be carried on as a national enter- 
prise. If these lands were drained they 
would in a few years command a market 
price of $75 to per acre and produce 
annually from twenty to twenty-five bush- 
els of wheat per acre. 

The quality of the wheat that could be 
raised on these undrained lands is unsur- 

—hard, glutinous wheat producing 
he strongest and best flours. There is 
need of more good, rong wheat being 
produced so as to keep "B the grades an 
qualtty of our flour. Irrigated wheats 
are not going to answer the purpose, and 


the natural solution of the problem would 
be to drain and make productive the lands 
which produce strong wheais. 


DRY LAND FARMING 


th 
Dry-land wheat makes the best flour. 
In many localities of the west, as the 
bench lands where wheat has been grown 
but little heretofore, excellent grades of 
wheat are destined to be produced. On 
some of these lands wheat is grown every 
other year—one year being allowed for the 
accumulation and storing up of water in 
the soil. This is known as 1 Rage farm- 
ing. During the crop years the yields per 
acre under such procedure compare fa- 
vorably with regions of heavier rainfall. 
The quality of the wheat raised on the 
dry lands is excellent and commands a 
substantial premium over wheat grown 

on irrigated land. 

HARRY SNYDER. 





PILLSBURY COMPANY MEETING 


Detailed Report of the Annual Meeting 
of the Pillsbury-Washburn Flour 
* Mills Co., Ltd. 


The sixteenth annual general meeting 
of the Pillsbury-Washburn Flour Mills 
Co., Ltd., was held on Dec. 1 at Winchester 
House, Old Broad Street, London, at which 
the report of the directors and the ac- 
counts for the year ending Aug. 31, 1905, 
were presented and approved. 

In their report, the directors proposed 
the payment of a dividend of 8 per cent on 
the cumulative preference shares, and 
further recommended that the preference 
income certificates outstanding, amount- 
ing to £46,460, should be entirely paid off, 
and thus relieve the company of an an- 
nual burden of £14,000 in interest and 
sinking fund. For this purpose they pro- 
posed that the sum of £10,964 9s 4d, avail- 
able at the credit of the sinking fund, 
should be appropriated and that the bal- 
ance of £85,495 10s 8d should be taken from 
the general reserve fund. This would leave 
a balance to the general reserve fund of 
£8,207 16s 1d, and in future the whole of 
the profits over £89,920 would, subject to 
provision for reserve, be available for divi- 
dend on the ordinary shares. 

The meeting was presided over by Rich- 
ard H. Glyn, the chairman of the com- 

any, and the other directors present were 
p Flower Jackson and Frank Spencer. 
H. K. Davis, the secretary was also in at- 
tendance, and George Cloutte, represent- 
ing the auditors. : 

here was a fair attendance of share- 
holders, the following gentlemen being 
present : 

George Beedham, J. C. Palmer, W. Rey- 
nolds, S. F. Jackson, Thomas J. Wederell, 
F. J. Davis, D. Fauntain, J. T. Griffin, W. 
H. Liversidge, J. W. Sisson, H. Franklyn, 
J. L. Quick, C. A. Hankey, F. Morley, 
Walter G. Klein, The International Invest- 
ment Trust, The Guardian Trust Co., Ltd. 

After Secretary Davis had read the no- 
tice calling the meeting and the auditors’ 
report, the chairman made the following 


remarks: 
The condition of the wheat market dur- 
ing the past year was very unfavorable to 
making profits in the milling trade. There 
was a short crop of wheat in the north- 
west, and the wheat was of inferior qual- 
ity; in fact, it has been the most difficult 
milling year that we have experienced 
since we began business. It has beena 
most anxious time for our manager, Henry 
L. Little, who has worked exceptionally 
hard to get good results, and, under these 
circumstances, I trust you will think that 
the result of the year’s workings can not 
be regarded as altogether unsatisfactory. 
It must not be forgotten that we have, 
as in our usual custom, taken a large sum 
(£81,747) out of earnings of this year, 
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which has been used in keeping our prop- 
erty up to its usual excellent condition. 
We have spent a very large amount of 
money in this way since 1889, certainly not 
less than £500,000, and al] out of earnings. 
And not only have we thus kept up our 
mills to the highest state of efficiency, but 
we have enormously increased their capac- 
ity. Our eo capacity fifteen years ago 
was 14,300 bbls a day: today it is 36,000. 
Our flour is, as it always has been, in ex- 
cellent repute, so that we are admirably 
placed to make good profits whenever cir- 
cumstances give us a fair chance; but we 
can not expect to do well when the wheat 
crop is bad, both in quantity and quality, 
as it was last season. 

The water power is in a satisfactory con- 
dition, and yields a steady revenue. We 
hope that the elevators may give a fair re- 
turn, as they will have more grain to 
handle. The prospects for this year are 
certainly brighter. The crop in the north- 
west is abundant and of good quality; our 
mills are working to their full capacity to 
keep up with the unprecedented demand 
for flour which is being experienced. We 
have sold more flour in the last three 
months than we have ever sold in the 
same period during the whole time the 
company has existed. ; : 

I think that the shareholders, both or- 
dinary and preference, will feel relieved to 
see the last of the income certificates, the 
balance of which is being paid off today. 
These’ certificates which originally 
amounted to £140,000, bearing 7 per cent 
interest, were issued in 1895, as some of 
you will remember, to capitalize three and 
a half years of overdue preference divi- 
dends and a sum of £14,000 for interest 
and sinking fund on them was subject to 
the interest on the debentures, made a 
fixed charge on the profits of each year, 
ranking before the interest on the prefer- 
ence shares. This amount (£14,000) was 
regularly applied for many years; but last 
roe we redeemed £44,000 by drawings, 

eaving a balance of £46,500 outstanding, 
and as we had an amount of £48,000 stand- 
ing to the credit of our reserve account, 
which could be properly applied for the 
purpose, and as, moveover, we are aware 
that there was a strong feeling among the 
shareholders in favor of getting rid of 
them at as early a date as possible, we de- 
cided to call in the balance. 

There is now nothing left in front of the 
preference shareholders but the interest on 
the debentures—not a heavy charge ona 
large concern like ours—and I do not think 
they need be under any anxiety regarding 
their dividends, and subject to the reserve 
account being replenished, which I am 
sure they would wish to see done, it brings 
the ordinary shareholders nearer toa divi- 
dend. I now formally move: ‘‘That the 
directors’ report and the accounts be, and 
the same are hereby, received and adopted, 
and that the appropriations and dividend 
therein recommended be, and the same are 
hereby, approved.’’ 

The motion was seconded by J. Flower 
Jackson, but before it was formally put 
to the meeting two or three shareholders 
made some remarks. 

Walter G. Klein: ‘‘As an old shareholder 
of the company I would like to be allowed 
to support the resolution. Knowing what 
a bad year last year was it was a surprise 
to me to see the company show such a 
good result. My own personal knowledge 
of the trade gave me an insight into what 
was going on, and I knew what difficul- 
ties they had had on the other side. The 
chairman has referred to a great shortage 
of crops and bad quality of the grain, and 
I can bear out what he has said. I paid 
my first visit to Minneapolis last March 
and was very much impressed by what I 
saw of the company’s mills there, and also 
by the way in which the business is being 
conducted in America. We certainly have 
a very fine man in our manager, Mr. 
Little, and he is very well backed up b 
his able colleagues. Altogether, I leak 
forward to the coming year with confi- 
dence. I would also like to congratulate 
the directors upon the boldness with 
which they have decided to get rid of the 
remainder of the preference income cer- 
tificates, which have been such a drag up- 
on the company for so many years past, 
and I hope in the future it will never be 
necessary to use such again.”’’ 

Mr. Beedham: ‘‘Allow me to second 
those remarks. Asan old shareholder of 
the company from its first inception in 
London I congratulate the board on the 
results of the past year, and upon their 
masterly finance in getting rid of the 
preference income certificates. You now 
go on with a clean sheet, and the only 
thing I see you have to provide for is the 
building of a respectable reserve fund as 
soon as you possibly can, and no doubt 
that is your intention. I am quite sure 
that the ordinary shareholders will be 
puting @ small dividend in the near fu- 
ture; but above all things, I hope to seea 
good reserve fund built up. I can not sit 
down without first expeeeing my gratifi- 
cation at the great courtesy I have always 
received from the secretary and clerks at 
the office here in London when I have 
called to make reasonable inquiries, and I 
have no doubt that my fellow shareholders 
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when they have done the same, have met 
with a similar experience.”’ 

Mr. Liversidge: ‘‘I have listened to the 
words of praise which have just been 
spoken by those two gentlemen, but 
preg as an ordinary shareholder, I do 
not know that I can add my quota to 
them. I have been a shareholder of the 


company right along and it is very dis-. 


appointing after 16 years that there is no 
dividend for the ordinary shareholders. It 
is nearer now than it ever was before, but 
there is very little in that. Itis all very 
well to pay off the preference income cer- 
tificates and to apply to the reserve for 
that purpose, but it seems to me that it 
ought not to be necessary for the reserve 
fund to be so used. I say again, that I can 
not express my satisfaction with the prog- 
ress of the company, for after the long 
time that has elapsed the board ought to 
have done better for us than they have.”’ 

The resolution was then put to the meet- 
ing and unanimously agreed to. 

The chairman moved the re-election of 
the retiring director, Mr. Jackson, which 
motion was seconded by Mr. Spencer and 
duly carried, and another motion recom- 
mending the re-election of the auditors at 
a remuneration of 50 guineas, was also 
agreed to. 

After a vote of thanks to the directors 
and the staff generally for their able serv- 
ices during the past year and to the 
chairman for mmo over the meeting, 
the meeting adjourned. 


CHINA AS A FLOUR MARKET 
(Continued from page 716.) 


not merely because of its own consump- 
tion but also on account of its importance 
asa mart for the re-export of American 
flour to the neighboring Chinese ports, to 
Indo-China, the Straits Settlements, Siam, 
etc. During the last three years the fol- 
lowing imports of flour from the United 
States into Hongkong have been noted, 
in sacks of 50 Ibs: July, 1901, to July, 
1902, 5,507,248; July, 1902, to July, 1903, 
5,343,737; July, 1903, to July, 1904, 4,464,- 
899 





The decline in American flour imports 
at the close of 1903 and the opening of 1904 
is attributable on the one hand tothe 
heaping up of large stocks on this market, 
on the other to a rise in the price of flour 
in America. But in the second half of 


1904 the flour imports resumed their 
former importance and this year the fig- 
e exceeded. 


ures of last year will ie Ss 

The chief qualities for which American 
flour is so highly esteemed by the Chinese 
are the fine white color and the percentage 
of gluten, amounting to about 30 per cent. 
The flour is put up in square-shaped cot- 
ton bags, each bag weighing 50 lbs: only 
one pound is allowed for tare. As an in- 
stance of the eagerness of the Chinaman 
to utilize any foreign article he may pur- 
chase to the very uttermost, even to its 
wrapper, may be cited the fact that these 
American flour bags are used to patch the 
sails of junks and other Chinese craft, a 
purpose for which they arein great re- 
quest. 

Prices during the year under review 
averaged from £6 5s to £7 10s (sterling) per 
ton of 2,000 English pounds, or $2.50 per 
sack. This flour is chiefly produced in the 
states of Washington, Oregon and Califor- 
nia, over two-thirds of the production of 
which goes to the Far East. The chief 
shipping points for flour are in these 
states, namely, Seattle, Tacoma, Portland 
and San Francisco. The best known 
brands as regards Oregon flour are 
‘*Dayton,’’ of which the yearly output 
in Hongkong alone is 1,200,000 sacks, 
‘‘Green Fire’’ and ‘‘White Lily.’? Among 
Californian brands are ‘‘Crown,’’ ‘‘Green 
Fire’’ and ‘‘Star.”’ 

The sale of flour is chiefly in the hands 
of American firms established here, but 
some big English and German houses have 
also a share in this business. It was, how- 
ever, American firms which displayed 
great enterprise in the introduction of this 
article. Some Chineses dealers also im- 

ort no inconsiderable quantities of flour 
eres from the United States, large 
stocks are thus collected, the object of the 
dealers being, as soon as the exchange fa- 
vors such a course to sell at 30@40c per 
bag below the price of other importers, 
but still sell at some profit. 

The conditions already detailed will 
make it easy to understand why flour that 
may beof even higher quality than Ameri- 
can is so hard to sell here. The flours es- 
pecially included in this category are 
Australians and Hungarians. During the 

ast year attempts have been made from 
both countries to sell flour here, but 
though the quality was unhesitatingly ad- 
mitted by consumers here to be better, 
these efforts remained without effect. 

As long as there is no demand here for 
high-class flour, and consequently no dis 
position on the part of consumers to pay 
a high price for such an article, so long 
will such high-grade flour find no market 
here. At the same time the fact ought hot 
to be overlooked that as the consumption 
of flour increases, a call for the higher 
qualities is set up. Asan instance of this 
may be mentioned the opening in Hong- 
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kong of a German bakery for bread and 
Laoag which has already found it pay. to 
use Hungarian and Australian flour. But 
even so those interested in Hungarian flour 
must not forget the growing competition 
of Australia, which in many respects is 
better situated for exporting here than 
Hungary. Nor should they imagine that 
this market is to be won merely by send- 
ing flour here. What is necessary for such 
a purpose are well-conceived advertise- 
ments, a studious regard for the wants of 
the consumer and so forth. That was how 
the American millers managed to get their 
article into this market, and their compe- 
tition is not to be met by the jobber here, 
but must be fought by the Hungarian 
millers themselves. 

Imports of edible pastes are not of much 
account: these are only used to a certain 
extent in the households of English resi- 
dents. The retail price of macaroni is 
about 30c per Ib. 





Southern Australia 


Special Correspondence 


Weather conditions continue to be most 
extraordinary this season. So far we have 
had no summer and hardly any spring. 
Scarcely a week has passed without rain 
over some portion of the wheat-growing 
areas and within the past ten days or even 
less we have had heavy downpours over 
nearly the Whole of South Australia and 
Victoria. A number of stations have re- 
corded as much as an inch at a time, and 
from a third to three-quarters of an inch 
iscommon. In the very far north of this 
state itis too late for a good crop. In 
July it certainly seemed as if this dry 
country was in for an old-time crop of 
wheat and farmers were jubilant, but the 
critical period of September passed with- 
out the necessary moisture, and if Sep- 
tember is dry there is not much hope of a 
large return from this country. 

Through the irony of fate thedrenching 
which the settled country has enjoyed has 
not gone up into this dry belt, and except 
in favored spots it is to be feared that not 
more than food and seed will be reaped. 
All over the rest of the state prospects are 
of the best, although itis true that settled 


weather would be very welcome, and the . 


harvest is bound to be late in any case. 
It is expected that some very early wheat 
will reach the seaboard in the.course of a 
day or so but the quantity will be small, 
and another month or six weeks will have 
to elapse before the hum of the stripper 
becomes anything like general in the 
north, while the southern districts will be 
still later. 

Many farmers are looking forward to 
gathering a record harvest, and it is cer- 
tain that the average of favored districts 
will be exceptionally high. What the out- 
turn for the whole state is likely to be it 
is impossible to say. Of course there may 
be such a thing as too much rain and an 
absence of good ripening weather. As a 
rule, however, warm conditions may be 
relied to come along before the end of the 
year. As soon as the clouds pass, progress 
in the wheatfields will be rapid. While 
expectations for a bumper crop approach- 
ing 20,000,0000 bus seems out of the ques- 
tion there is no need to bedespondent that 
last year’s total will not be reached and 
this state again rejoice in a 13,000,000 or 
14,000,000 bus return. This would make 
active shipping possible. 

Conditions are much the same in Vic- 
toria. Winter has been prolonged and 
crops are everywhere backward. At the 
same time no serious damage has been 
done so long as there is a good period of 
maturing weather. At one time fully 20,- 
000,000 bus were expected in that state, 
and it would not be safe to say how far 
the actual may fall from this. With the 
prospect of prices ruling quite as high, if 
not a trifle higher, than during the whole 
of this season, farmers are in good heart. 

There has been some movement in the 
markets bege d and several sailing vessels 
have been taken up for Fromas oading. 
Prior to this, shipping had reached as low 
a level as it possibly could without com- 
ing to an actual standstill. Since I*last 
wrote there has been scarcely any wheat 
shipped to the United Bingtiom, and in 
some weeks not even any flour. South 
Africa has taken small quantities of 
breadstuffs, but it is evident that we are 
just about at the end of the exportable 
surplus. The increased firmness of the 
foreign markets during the past week 
has, however, been responsible for fresh 
business. Germany eppeees to be a fair] 
persistent buyer and the unsettled condi- 
tion of affairs in Russia is causing atten- 
tion to be given to Australian wheat, 
where a few weeks ago we were out of the 
market. For anything prompt, 34s per qr 
is obtainable and this has been secured for 
more than one cargo, and rates are firm 
for anything that can reach the Continent 
before the new German duties come into 
force in March. 


In South Australia freights can be had’ 


for 21s 3d, but in Victoria 22s 6d has to be 
aid, consequently the market for grain 
n that state has been depressed somewhat. 


Here shippers have been able to give 
slightly more for wheat, and very little 
has been done at less than 3s 7d while 3s 
746 has been paid in instances. In Vic- 
toria the market has gone as low as 8s 6d. 
Now there is a —— better tone. Farm- 
ers are certainly getting very full value 
in both states, and a good parcel does not 
have much difficulty in going off. Flour 
drags and it is still difficult to secure a 
decent margin with the price of wheat at 
present level. Offal, however, is as firm as 
ever, and if it were not for this, millers 
would be a good deal more uncomfortable 
than they are. South Australian millers 
continue to find an expanding outlet for 
flour in Java which is purchasing less 
American flour than usual from Hong- 
kong and direct, owing to price for the 
Australian being lower. The boycott 
against American goods, too, is telling in 
favor of our products. 

A report by George Valder, commercial 
agent in South Africa tor the New South 
Wales government, has been issued by the 
intelligence department. Comparative im- 
ports of flour through British South Afri- 
can ports are stated as follows: 





1903-tons 1904-tons 

WUREPOURS 5 0.0 oes koe seuss cc 72 24,616 
United States.............. 69,242 29,956 
MONE. 2 Sucenae nt seaweecy 099 11,094 
Other countries ...... pai 3,864 901 
| ey oF eee 81,277 66,567 


Mr. Valder thinks that Australia will 
not only again take up the position of lead- 
ing supplies of flour to South Africa and 
that her position will be stronger than 
ever. Whether the rate of importation 
will be maintained depends upon whether 
any alteration is made in the duty. 
Should a higher duty be imposed the im- 
portation of flour may decrease and that 
of wheat increase. Should there be no al- 
teration he considers that it is safe to as- 
sume that South Africa will import at 
least 60,000 tons of flour for some years. 
He gives quotations f.o.b. New York which 
will show that lowest grade American 
flour at the time of writing was worth 8s 
9d per 100 lbs, while Australian was offer- 
ing at 7s. In freights the Americans gen- 
erally appear to havea slight advantage. 
It is said that Australian flour like the 
wheat is not sufficiently high in strength, 
and that small quantities of the stronger 
American flours are used for mixing. For 
general purposes, however, merchants con- 
sider that the Australian commodity is 
suitable for the market and the bakers 
testify that the color is nearly always ex- 
cellent. Sometimes it is used to mix with 
local flour to produce a better colored loaf. 
One large baker uses one bag of Austral- 
ian to three of American flour. 

‘*Until we produce a stronger flour,” 
proceeds Mr. Valder, ‘‘there will always 
be a demand here for small quantities of 
the stronger American flours for blending, 
but in years when our seasons are favor- 
able we should be able to secure practical- 
ly the whole of the trade for flour for gen- 
eral use. The quantity of high-grade flour 
imported from America is really very 
small, and most of the flour received from 
the United States and Canada is of the 
cheapest grade that they can supply, as 
they can not land any other ata sufficient- 
ly low price to compete against Australian 
flour. It will be noted that in 1904 a con- 
siderable quantity of flour was imported 
from Canada, but I think thata large por- 
tion of this was American flour shipped 
through Canadian ports.’? Most Austral- 
ian shippers have now adopted the Ameri- 
can size of bag, viz. 98 lbs, and some are 
putting up packages of 6 and 12 Ibs, for 
which there is a good demand. This will- 
ingness on the part of millers to meet the 
trade is increasing business. 

ERNEST J. STAcyY. 

Adelaide, S. A., Oct. 28. 


New Zealand 


Special Correspondence 


There has not been much activity in the 
flour trade in this country during the last 
two or three months. Business has been 
confined to domestic requirements, and 
these have not been such as to keep mills 
working up to their full capacity. In the 
south, where the trade is regulated by the 
Millers’ Association, prices have moved 
up to the extent of 20s per ton, ge, 
here in the north the outstanding mills 
have not responded beyond a rise of 10s. 
On the other hand, however, mill offal has 
had a good demand and advanced rates 
have been obtained. 

Wheat has been exported to England in 
a moderate way, and this fact, coupled 
with that of strong Australian markets, 
has caused holders on this side to be firmer 
in their ideas of values. Millers in conse- 
quence have had to pay higher prices for 
any good samples of wheat offering, and 
as a result a steady rise of 4@5d per bu 
has taken place. cond-class samples, in 
sympathy with a decided advance in the 
price of maize, have likewise firmed con- 
siderably during the past fortnight. It is 
considered that the remaining geen of 
first-class wheat is in a smal ng swe 
and seeing we are yet four months from 
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next harvest, present holders are thought 
to be in astrong position with their stocks. 


EXPORTS 


Although our own millers have been in 
need of the best samples of wheat for 
their own use, the exports from the colony 
since March 31 last, the close of the statis- 
tical year, have totaled 782,225 bus. 

The following particulars of the exports 
of grain for the past ten years may be of 
interest : : 


Year ending Wheat Oats Barley 
March 31 bus bus bus 
IROL. . ok Sesec 72,380 1,899.537 41,642 
2,069,618 28,369 
1,453,121 27,992 
1,217,490 43,699 
4,597,487 . 103,396 
6,208,794 238,847 
8,587,487 124,372 
5,707,524 159,156 
4,913,889 113,878 
2,247,342 67,482 





CROP CONDITIONS - 


The weather throughout the country of 
late has been very severe, and continuous 
rain has kept apy | parts, toa greater or 
lesser degree, in a flooded state, making it 
almost impossible to do any work on tie 
land. It is feared that in many cases the 
seed will have rotted in the soil. Spring 
sowing may meet with better results, ani, 
given a stretch of finer and more favorable 
weather, recovery may take place. 


LATEST QUOTATIONS 


The markets all around at the time ’«! 
writing are firm, with an upward teni- 
ency, and there are not many sellers of 
wheat. Milling Tuscan may be quoted st 
8s 5d. Hunters and Velvet at 8s 4d and 3: 
414d, all sacks extra f.o.b. southern ports. 
Southern brands of flour are selling at «7 
15s 10d@£8 per ton, f.o.b. while bran is 
worth 70s and pollard 90s per ton, with « 
good business doing. ; 
C. F, Jones. 
Auckland, N. Z. Nov. 17, 1905. 


New South Wales 


Special Correspondence 


At the beginning of this month the 
prospects for the coming harvest, which 
up to then had been mgd romising, 
were commencing to look black owing to 
the non-arrival of the necessary rains to 
bring the wheat crops along. Two weeks 
ago, however, the pepe! | received what 
it had been anxiously waiting for and to- 
day New South Wales expects to reap a 
harvest of over 20 million bushels and 
perhaps as much as 24, as against the yield 
of 1644 million bushels last season. The 
timely and general rainfall likewise ex- 
tended over the big wheat-growing dis- 
tricts of Victoria and South Australia 
and these states will again show a large 
exportable surplus—fairly reliable esti- 
mates of which, however, have not yet 
been made. In the aggregate it seems 
reasonably safe to say that Australia 
will have much more wheat to export in 
1906 thau during the current year. 

The value of the rains which fell 
throughout the state in the middle of the 
month was enormous, inasmuch as in ad- 
dition to wheat the maize crops were re- 
vived on the rivers and the dairying in- 
dustry has been saved from a temporary 
depression. The falls should carry the 
wheat plants well on into November and 
in some districts yields considerably over 
the average are already assured. 

The acting government statist has al- 
ready published his estimate of the acre- 
age under wheat. He places it at 2,220,000 
acres, or 160,000 acres more than last year. 
This gives an increase of between 8 and 9 
per cent. About 290,000 acres will prob- 
ably be cut for hay, leaving 1,910,000 acres 
for wheat. The average yield for the state 
over a number of years is nearly 10 bus 
per acre and.on that he bases the opinion 
that New South Wales can confidently ex- 
pect to have a crop of 20,000,000 bus. The 
recent rain makes that forecast pretty 
sure. In all probability at least half the 
wheat area will go well above the 10-bu 
average, while some of the backward lo- 
calities may be relied on to pan out equal 
to the average. Given decent conditions 
when the narweeltog meen are on the 
fields it should not be too much to anticl- 
pate an all-around average of a little more 
tban 12 bus to the acre. 

Queensland crops were reported to be 
very backward a month ago and millers 
and farmers in the northern state were 
pessimistic as to the outcome but the 
splendid rains received and the wonder- 
fully recuperative properties of the 
parched wheat plants in rich soil has 
materially changed the gloomy aspect: 
Queensland can yet hope for a crop equ 
to that of last season and her millers wi 
not need to go far afield for supplies for 
gristing. 


LATEST QUOTATIONS 


The volume of business done in wher 
at this period of the year is invariably 
small and October has been no exceptio® 
to the rule. A few thousand bags now a0) 








ee es oe io ol ae Eh - e ed 

















wes es 





December 20, 1905 


again picked up by millers whose stocks 
have run down, and perhaps an occasional 
order for like quantities to the east, Nou- 
mea, or the Cape, constitute about all that 
is done. Exporting to the European mar- 
kets, for two very good reasons, is out of 
the question; first, because the Australian 
surplus over requirements has been ex- 
hausted, and, secondly, because prices rul- 
ing locally are above Mark Lane seo’ 
parity. In Sydney ge ¥ wheat is quote 
at 3s 5d@8s 54¢d, in Melbourne it com- 
mands a penny more, and in Adelaide it 
is worth a shade over Melbourne rates. 


Already fixtures are being made for the. 


new season opening in December and 
much speculation exists as to the probable 
price for the new grain. Purchases of new 
wheat are reported from Melbourne at 3s 
4':d per bu. The first offering in Sydney, 
5,100 bags, delivery over January, Febru- 
avy, March, was 3s 4d f.o.b. 

Flour continues steady in the three cap- 
itals at from £7 15s to £8 5s per ton, ac- 
cording to brand and size of parcel. Mod- 
erate trade has been executed with the 
East. In the next three steamers leaving 
for Hongkong and Japan a large amount 
oi space has been taken up for flour, two of 
the boats being booked for at least 1,200 
tens apiece. Melbourne millers have de- 
clined plenty of export orders at £7 5s. 

Mill offals maintain high values and 
hive helped millers well. It is when bran 
and pollard drop down to sixpence a 
bushel that the manufacturer growls at 
uipayable prices. Bran in Sydney and 
Melbourne is still worth 11d per 20 lbs and 
in Adelaide a shilling is asked. Pollard 
is easily quitted in Sydney at 1s 2d, in 
Melbourne where the scarcity is greatest 
it is bringing 1s 344d, while Adelaide mills 
h:ve no trouble in selling it at is 3d. By 
D»cember there will likely be big drops in 
both commodities. 


COMMONWEALTH EXPORTS 


since writing seven weeks ago the total 
exports from the Commonwealth do not 
aggregate 1,500,000 bus, and the bulk of 
that trade comprises remnants of orders 
fixed up months ago. Exports to date run 
into 80,663,250 bus, made up of about 24,- 
003,000 bus of wheat and the remainder in 
flour. According to this total, Australia 
has exceeded her available supply for ex- 
port and has trenched upon the carry-over, 
or her food supplies, to the extent of near- 
ly half a million bushels. From this un- 
til December little more will be sent out 
of the country. Two-thirds of the exports 
have gone to the United Kingdom and 
Europe, over 6 million bushels to South 
Africa, 14g millions to South America and 
the remaining 244 millions tothe Far East, 
the South seas and other destinations. 


NOTES 


The Dominion Milling Co. has pur- 
chase the Maryborough mills in Queens- 
aud, 

C. E. Hayes, managing director of the 
Queensland Milling Co., died recently in 
Brisbane. 

W. H. Short, miller, late of Carcoar, has 
established himself at Gunnedah in the 
northwest of the state. A co-operative 
milling company has been started in the 
same town. 

_ The Deriinates flour mills, Quirindi, N. 
S. W., own by Thomas Meden, were 
burned on Oct. 11. The mill was gutted, 
-lavge quantities of wheat and flour were 
destroyed, and only the walls left standing. 

_An illustration of the way in which 
French bounty ships can beat British ves- 
sels has been afforded by the presence late- 
ly in Melbourne of five ships of the Loch 
Line, regular traders to Australia for the 
last 30 years. One has been here since 
April, another arrived in May, a third on 
July 1, and a fourth in August. They have 
been waiting for cargoes, it being cheaper 
to lie at anchor than go in search of 
freight as the French boats are able to do 
with their government bounty. 

; JOHN R. WALLACE. 

Sydney, N.S. W., Oct. 31. 


a Ragle Roller Mill Co., New Ulm, Minn: 
There is some inquiry from abroad, but 
we have not been able to make any sales 
of late. Demand for first and second clear 
and millfeed is good and we are fully sold 
out on those products. We are receiving 
some shipping instructions, but can not 
Say that they are coming in so freely as 
we should like to see them do. Farmers 
seem to be gas | advantage of the pleas- 
ant weather and good roads, to market 
Wheat freely. We are able to keep our 
mill’going, but should like to see shipping 
directions come in more freely. 


._ &. M. Palmer, treasurer Hubbard Mill- 
ing Co., Mankato, Minn: We must report 
a very light demand for flour at present, 
excepting first clear. We are unable to do 
any export business, bids being much out 
of line. We have a good deal of flour sold, 
but shipping directions are. coming very 
slowly. Demand for millfeed is active, at 
good prices. Deliveries of wheat from 
farmers are improving and we look fora 
fair movement now, that roads are get- 
ting in better condition. 
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Her First Attempt 
Said ee “Here’s my first batch of bis- 


cuit. 
Just wait! From the oven I'll whiscuit.”’ 
ow the poor woman cried, 
When her hubby replied: 
“Let it burn! I don’t think I should riscuit.” 


—Philadelphia Ledger. 





‘*This,’? remarked a man, having fall- 
en through the elevator shaft, ‘‘is what 
Kipling would call another story.”’ a 

—Ike. 





His Confidence Abused 
Composer (after the failure of his comic 
be grep I could only recall the names 
of the composers from whom I plagiarized, 





I would register an oath never again to 
touch any of their works.— 
—Fliegende Blaetter. 


Dreamland 

A carload of purple slack took the sea- 
green bull market a sharp one behind the 
ear and then, grabbing two sinuous coils of 
a broken line shaft, began twisting them 
about the neck of a railroad claim. The 
latter fell into a pink and yellow fit just 
as a cancellation jumped through the win- 
dow, perched itself on the ink bottle, and 
commenced making ugly faces at the dull 
market sitting huddled up against the car 
shortage. A protested draft grinned from 
ear to ear until some one shouted ‘‘fire,’’ 
and the miller’s wife woke him totell him 
that she thought the furnace fire had gone 
out and he would have to thaw the water 

ipes before he could have his morning’s 
Beaton Pastem. 

Which brought him to ina jiffy. 

—Bath Mitts. 





The Master: ‘‘Didn’t I tell you to go 
down and find out what time the Detroit 
boat started ?’’ 

The Man: ‘‘Yis, sor.’’ 

‘Well, you’ve been gone two hours. 
What’s the matter?”’ 

‘Sure Oi couldn’t believe what thim 
fellers did be tellin’ me, so I waited to see 
ut shtart wid me own eyes. ’Twas tin- 
thorty, sor.’’ 


—Cleveland Leader. 





ISS 


WANTED — Good secund hand rock 
crucher. Am trying to grind geese wheat 
and am ina hel of a fix. Can you help. 
Also wheat for sail. 

Goose Crick & Macaroni Milling Co., 

Care this office. 


—Bath Mitts. 





An Atchison woman bakes ‘bread so 
He ey that her husband says to cut it is 
like carving foam from the ay f of a glass 
of beer. He was kicking to her about it 
Earners ‘*The atmosphere you waste in 
the bread is rank extravagance,’’ he said; 
**T do not want pneumatic loaves.’’—Atchi- 
son Globe. 





Doctor (to Mrs. Perkins, whose husband 
is ill): Has he had any lucid intervals? 
Mrs. Perkins (with dignity): ’E’s ’ad 
nothing except what you ordered, doctor. 
—Kansas City Independent. 





‘Shall I be gathered to the skies on 
floury beds of ease?’’ sang the dishonest 
miller, who consigned his product. 

‘*Not while you put up short-weight 
sacks and ship to consignees,’’ sang the 
chap who knew him. 

—Barr. 





A Philosopher 


There was a man in our town, and he 
was wondrous wise; he jumped into a 
bramble bush and scratched out both his 
eyes. And when he saw his eyes were out, 
he philosophically said: ‘‘Well, I’ve seen 
everything, anyhow,’’ and sauntered home 
to bed. 

—Puck. 








Publishers’ Department 








A New Automatic Scale 


The Libra automatic scale now being 
marketed by the F. H. Schule Co., 27 
Thames street, New York, is being used 
by many of the governments of Europe, 
and is strongly endorsed by them. 

This scale is guaranteed to weigh accu- 
rately, or not to vary over 1-32 of 1 per cent, 
which is sufficiently close to meet all the 
requirements. 

feature found in this scale besides 
that of accuracy, which is of the greatest 
importance, is that every moving part 
works on tempered steel knife-edge and 
ou bearings, none of the ordinary friction 
earings or toggle joints being used. It is 
impossible to over-estimate the value of 
this constructional] feature, as it reduces 
friction and wear and tear to the very 
least possible, making it durable as well 
as reliable. 

A scaleis of no value if it can not be 
easily tested, whenever desired. This is 
done in the simplest manner on the 
‘‘Libra’’ scale. The scale can be brought 
toa balance both empty or full, so that 
the test shows whether the scale itself bal- 
ances absolutely and also whether the 
grain weighed by it exactly balances the 
iron weights used. 

These scales @re made so as to sack 
grain if desired. 


Special Notices 


The rate for Want advertisements in this 
department is 20c a line of seven words 
minimum charge $l. For the benefit of 
those out of a position, advertisements of 
Situations Wanted will be accepted at one- 
half the above figures, both as to price and 
minimum charge. 

Cash must accompany the onder to avoid 











the opening of transient accounts. 








HELP WANTED 








WANTED — EXPERIENCED, RELIABLE 
brokers and salesmen for all territory 
east of the Mississippi river. Thorough ex- 
erience and good references required. We 
ave hard wheat mills at Clinton, Mo., of 1,500 
bbls per day capacity. Address Marcus Bern- 
heimer Milling & Mercantile Co., St. Louis, Mo. 


OMPETENT HELP — MILLOWNERS IN 
need of experienced managers, flour sales- 
men, bookkeepers head millers, operative mill- 
ers, engineers, miitwrign™, packese, etc., can 
write to the Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis, 
Minn. They can be placed in communication 
with the best of help. In ating Sov men, state 
wages, length of employment, etc. 











SITUATIONS WANTED. 








OSITION WANTED—BY FIRST OF YEAR 
as miller. Have had 10 years’ experience in 
hard and soft wheat, rye and cornmeal mills. 
Can furnish best of references. Address, H. B. 
689, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


W ANTED—POSITION AS HEAD MILLER 

in 100 to 500-bbl mill, or as second in larg- 
er. Married, age 33. Fifteen years’ experience. 
Have full kit of toolsand guarantee results. Can 
come at once. References. Address, F. C. 678, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


OSITION WANTED—AS MILLER WITH 
some good firm that would appreciate the 
services of a first-class man. Married; speak 
German, and have had ten years’ experience. 
Would accept position as second in some large 
mill. Address, K. J. 864, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 
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W ANTED-BY JAN. 1, POSITION AS HEAD 

miller in any mill up to 400 bbls, by good 
reliable miller who absolutely understands his 
business. Address, Reliable 681, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 


OSITION WANTED—FIRST-CLASS MAN- 
ager and miller,whois b gedternmesrgyh 7 gee A 
ed with the domestic and export trade. At 
arg operating a 250-bbl mill at a profit. 
ish to engage with a good firm to manage 
their mill on percentage of profit. Address, 
B. bf 686, care Northwestern Miller, Minne- 
apolis. 


ANTED— POSITION AS SALESMAN 

_ and manager of branch office by an ener- 
getic, capable young man. Ohio and neighbor- 
ing territory preferred. Have good-paying 
proposition for small mill desiring to open a 
new field for its products. Address, M. O. 677, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


EAD MILLERS—LOOKING FOR JOBS— 
advertise in this department—pretty sure 
to get results. Millowners—large and small— 
read this column. Many operatives secure 
good positions in this way. e@ same applies 
to second millers, millwrights, engineers, office 
men, packers and other mill help. Give it a 
trial. Cost 50c per week for 35 words. Address 
The Northwestern Miller. Minneapolis. 

















MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 








ILL FOR SALE — A_ 125-BBL ALLIS 
flour mill in western Minnesota on side- 
track in town of 1,000 population which mar- 
kets 500,000 bus of wheat per annum. Address, 
8. ba 658, care Northwesteen Miller, Minne- 
apolis. 


ILLS, ELEVATORS, MILL SITES, WA- 

ter power, second-hand machinery, interest 

in mills or other property find ready buyers, 

sellers, or investors through an advertisement in 

these columns, ers of the Northwestern 
Miller are men with purchasing power. 


OR SALE—125-BBL KANSAS MILL LO- 
cated in the Arkansas River valley bot- 
toms. Price, $10,000. Terms, one-third down 
and remainder in two to five years at small in- 
terest. Reason for selling, owner stricken with 
paralysis. Address, “Snap 680,” care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 


BARGAIN TO THE RIGHT MAN—ONE- 
third or the controlling interest in 200-bbl 
flouring mill with elevator capacity for over 
50,000 bus. Situated in western Missouri in the 
soft wheat belt. Mill almost new and on good 
road with milling in transit. Mill arranged to 
grind both soft and hard wheat. The average 
receipt of wheat at. mill door will run 175,000 
bus per year; no better mill in the state for the 
size. Address, Bargain 685, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 


OR SALE— KANSAS MILL. A WELL- 
established, 300-bbl mill located in the best 
wheat section of central Kansas; will sell all or 
part interest. Property in first-class condi- 
tion, location unexcelled, business well estab- 
lished and in good shape. Part interest would 
only be sold to good man able to share manage- 
ment Of business. Only reason for selling is 
that manager finds work too burdensome. Full- 
est investigation invited. Address, Central 
Kansas, care Northwestern Miller, Exchange 
Building, Kansas City, Mo. 


OR SALE—A RARE CHANCE—WATER- 
power flour and feed mill, which is a 75- 
bbl, up-to-date roller mill, and everything in 
nice running condition. Will sell half interest 
to right party The mill is located on a new 
railroad and in a booming town. It is sur- 
rounded by a good farming and dairy countr 
and all the wheat wanted can be had at the mill 
door. The mill has a reputation of being the 
best in this part of the state. Our water power 
is never-failing and good for a whole lot more. 
The flour department is run by a 35%-inch Lef- 
fel. Feed mill by a 26%-inch Leffel and rye and 
cornmeal department by a 26%-inch Leffel. 
Don’t overlook this fine proposition. Address, 
Nordel N. Neprud, Coon Valley, Wis. 























MISCELLANEOUS 








FOR SALE—6%x16-INCH BELT WHEAT 
buckets; some have been u about six 
months; others new. Price, 22c. A. H. Polk, 
Mt. Vernon, Il. 


OR SALE-SECOND-HAND FLOUR MILL- 
ing machinery, consisti of round and 
centrifugal reels, Allis and Smith purifiers, 
and Holt air purifiers. Write for prices and 
further particulars to Duluth-Superior Milling 
Co., Duluth, Minn. 


OR SALE CHEAP — FOUR - SECOND- 

handed Jones underfeed mechanical stok- 

ers with 1134-inch deflecting plates, cushioned 

cylinders, cast-iron hoppers. ese stokers are 

as good as new and been used under 300-h - 

rine boilers. Address, Eagle Roller Mill Co., 
New Ulm, Minn. 


Roll acon 


High Grade Work 











Twin City Machine Shop. 


GARBETT & SCHNEIDER, Props. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
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The Northwestern Miller believes the following firms to be thoroughly reliable and responsible. 
i No others will knowingly be advertised by it. 





THE BAKER’S FAVORITE 


~ 


Made of carefully selected 
wheat by a good 
miller in a good mill 


“KISMET” 


_ Choicest | 
Winter Wheat Patent 


“GERBELLE” 


Highest Grade Winter Patent 


THE GOSHEN MILLING CO. 


The Noblesville Milling Co. GOSHEN, INDIANA 


Noblesville, Indiana ' Cable Address, “Gerbelle” 




















- 3 ss Lawrenceburg 
PRINCESS Roller Mills Co. 





Winter Wheat Patent 


ce Assorted Cars, Soft Winter, Hard Spring 
REIGNS SUPREME and Blended Flours. 2# Also Winter and 


Blanton «Milling Co., Indianapolis, Ind. Spring Offals. 


Domestic and Export Business Solicited 
r Lawrenceburg 
1800 Barrels Daily~ Indiana, U. 8. A. 











THERE IS no better WINTER, WHEAT FLOUR 
MADE THAN THAT marked by THESE BRANDS 








“MAYFLOWER?” MAYFLOWER MILLS, Fort Wayne, Ind... U. S. A. 


Foreign and domestic business 
WINTER WHEAT PATENT solicited 








R. P. Moore Milling Co. 


wimmer FLOUR wcif 





UNEXCELLED 
eatand 


High Uniform Grades have given ouf Our Winter 
brands more friends each year. W heat Flours 


Geo.T. Evans 6 Son 


Cable Address, ‘‘Moore."’ 
: °11: Hoosier Siate Flour Mills 
¢cACME MILLING COMPANY Evans Milling Co. | | ;,aianapolis, Ind. 
series cack n. Seale INDIANAPOLIS, IND., U.S. A. . 
’ . Manufacture Kiln Dried Dail, Capacity 10 Darvel 


M. Kosmack & Co., Glasgow, Agents for Scotland and Ireland WHITE CORN PRODUCTS Member Wintar Wheat Millers’ League 
, Capacity, 5,000 Bushels 
































